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Conservation District Chair 
Steve Remund

Conservation District (CD) Supervisor 
Kent Bastian
Dave Evans
Rodger Ames
Conley Moon	

Department of Agriculture and Food:
Darrell Gillman– UDAF

Conservation District Staff:
Jessica Wilkins
 
						         							         
  Conservation District Guests
  Katelyn Barsnick- USU
Jeremy Maycock- NRCS
      
SUMMARY OF CONSERVATION DISTRICT ACTION


CD MEETING - CALL TO ORDER
Steve Remund called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m.

SUPERVISOR REPORTS
Supervisor reports has been added at the beginning of the agenda to allow supervisors to correspond and address items they may have. Dave Evans would like to know how much the website is being viewed. Darrell Gillman will contact the county to get a view count. Conley Moon will also go to a county meeting to report on used funds and request continued support funds. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
The board reviewed the August meeting minutes. Dave Evans made the motion to approve the August minutes, Conley Moon second, motion passed.

SERA 
The supervisors signed their new updated SERA forms. Conley Moon attended the Con Amore Fishing Day in September. This event was well attended and supported with volunteers and donations.

FINANCES
The board reviewed the balance sheet and bank statements. Darrell Gillman went over the finances, and asked the supervisors if they would like to do the tree program again next year. The trees need to be ordered now to be ready for spring. The board would like to see the program continue, so trees will be ordered from Schaumackers nursery. Dave Evans made a motion to approve the finances, Kent Bastian second, motion passed.

CD BUSINESS

Utah Soil Health Equipment Grant Update
We applied for an aerator and a no-till drill, neither application was funded. Uintah Conservation did receive their grant for an ESCH 12 ft no-till drill. The Utah Soil Health Equipment Grant received about 50 applications and had the funding for about 30 of them. 

UCC Meeting Update
Water optimization is making a few changes to where canal companies can apply for a $1,000,000 instead of $500,000. They are taking a look at multiple entities that have applied for and been awarded money for multiple rankings in a row, and projects have yet to be started. They are trying to do another round of applications for December for water optimization funds. AgVIP is hopeful that they can get some help from conservation districts in promoting this program. They did change the late fee for ARDL from 12% to 5-6%. 

UACD Convention
Darrell Gillman and Dave Evans will be attending the UACD Convention on November 7-8. Conley Moon motioned to have the Conservation District purchase the 50 auxiliary auction tickets, Rodger Ames second, motion passed. We have been asked to help with the auction, and present on a conservation project in our zone. Dave Evans will present on the flood control project for Uintah County’s Ouray Park irrigation company. They laid down flexamat in the bottom of the canal and spread seed to encourage vegetation to help prevent erosion. We also need to provide some auction items. Dave Evans will talk to Bjorn Carlson to get some jerky to auction off, Darrell Gillman will talk to Yack’s to purchase honey for the auction, and Steve Remund will talk to Scott Whickell for more honey for the auction. Dave Evans motioned to spend around $100 on jerky, and $100 on honey for the auction, Rodger Ames second, motion passed.

Jim Bowcutt
Jim Bowcutt with the LeRoy McCallister program would like to come meet with the conservation districts. He would like to try and meet with Duchesne, Uintah, and Daggett counties in one trip. Darrell Gillman will visit with the other districts and try to find some coordinating dates in November or December.

Local Workgroup Meeting Schedule
We’ve been asked to move the Local Workgroup Meeting closer to the beginning of the calendar year. This meeting may be moved to January or early February. The board discussed moving the zone meeting to coincide with the Local Workgroup.


PARTNER REPORTS

FSA
Nothing at this time.

GIP
Nothing at this time.

NRCS
Jeremy gave the NRCS report of what has been done in 2023. There has been a total of 82 projects in Uintah Basin, and $5 million contract dollars. In 2024 they have over 250 applications and are still trying to hire new positions.

USU EXTENSION
USU has a pesticide recertification to renew licensing on the 15th of November. USU extension is getting a building remodel on the back half of the library in Duchesne. The employees will be finding other office space for a couple months while construction is going on. Katelyn will be presenting on Women in Ag at the Duchesne County Cattleman’s Beef Expo. Also discussed nitrate testing, sending off a nitrate test is $30.


CALENDAR OF FUTURE EVENTS
Next CD Meeting- November 29, 2023 (pending)

 

MOTION TO ADJOURN
Dave Evans made the motion to adjourn at 12:00 PM

