



NEPHI CITY

COUNCIL MEETING
November 21, 2023

The Nephi City Council  met in regular session in the council chambers of city hall located at 21 East 100 North at 7:00 p.m. Tuesday, November 21, 2023.
Those present were:	
Mayor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	Justin D. Seely 
Council Member . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .      Nathan Memmott 
Council Member . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .	Larry Ostler (Excused)
Council Member . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	Jeramie Callaway
Council Member . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .	Skip Worwood  
Council Member . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .	John D. Parady  (Excused)
City Administrator . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	Seth Atkinson  
City Attorney . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .	Kasey L. Wright  
City Recorder . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .	Lisa E. Brough 

Guests: Myrna Trauntvein (Press), Donald Ball, Jon Haderlie CPA, Akira Babb, Rhyon Roper, Everett Rasmussen, Jim Rasmussen, Kendall Pastrana Joel Cowan, Shari Cowan, Chief of Police Michael Morgan

Mayor Justin Seely opened the regular council meeting and welcomed all present.

PRAYER:   City Administrator Seth Atkinson

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:   Councilor Skip Worwood

FY 2023 AUDIT REPORT PRESENTED BY JON HADERLIE FROM LARSON AND COMPANY:

     Mr. Jon Haderlie, representing Larson and Company presented to the Council and Mayor the certified annual audit report for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2023.  He reported that the auditors were offering a “clean” opinion.  This means that the city received an unqualified or unmodified audit opinion, and the audit team believes the financial statements are free from material misstatement.  The audit report stated that there were no internal controls or state compliance findings.  Mr. Haderlie thanked Finance Director/Recorder Lisa Brough, City Administrator Seth Atkinson, and staff for the smooth audit process. 

CONSENT AGENDA APPROVED:
     
    Councilor Memmott moved to approve the consent agenda which included the approval of the minutes for the regular council meeting 11-7-23, work session minutes of 11-14-23 and a list of claims on the warrant register dated 11-21-23.  Councilor Callaway seconded the motion.  The motion passed on a unanimous vote. 

NO PUBLIC COMMENT

RESOLUTION 11-21-2023 RECERTIFICATION OF THE JUSTICE COURT ADOPTED:

     Ms. Brough updated the council that per state statute, the Nephi City Justice Court is required to be recertified at the end of each four-year term.  The court’s term will expire on January 31, 2024.  The Justice Courts Standards Committee and the Utah Judicial Council will recertify the court by reviewing a letter of opinion from the City Attorney Kasey Wright and a questionnaire filled out by Justice Court Judge Barbara Finlinson.  
     Councilor Worwood moved to adopt Resolution 11-21-2023: A RESOLUTION REQUESTING THE RECERTIFICATION OF THE NEPHI CITY JUSTICE COURT.   Councilor Memmott seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously. 

MASTER FEE RESOLUTION 11-21-2023- INCREASING DISPATCH FEE ADOPTED:

     City Administrator Seth Atkinson reviewed with the council that in 2017 the Council adopted a fee on utility bills to cover the costs of dispatch services provided through Central Utah 911.  At that time a $2.50/ month fee was instituted to cover operational costs for Central Utah 911 services and a capital cost that Nephi City would need to pay to Central Utah 911 for their facilities.  This capital cost of $48,754 will need to be paid to Central Utah 911 on or before year 9 of our membership in their service.  The city had been contributing to an account in the capital projects fund from the utility dispatch fee and had saved enough to pay the capital fee.  Last year the city needed to use these funds to pay for radios needed for dispatch services to work due to some funding changes that occurred with Homeland Security funds.   
   The city will now need to save for this capital fee again.  In the adopted budget, the staff assumed that a $0.25 increase would be added to the current public safety/dispatch fee to build up the capital fee again as well as cover increases in operating costs from Central Utah 911.  Staff has proposed this $0.25 fee increase in the attached master fee resolution and will change the fee from $2.50/month to $2.75/month.  
      Councilor Memmott asked if there will ever be any other capital outlay fee that the city will need to pay.  Mr. Atkinson answered that it is a one-time buy-in.  Central Utah 911 has allowed the city to save overtime.  
      Councilor Callaway moved to adopt Resolution 11-21-2023-A.  Councilor Worwood seconded the motion.  The motion carried on a unanimous vote.  

WHITE MOUNTAIN OPERATING AWARDED BID FOR WORWOOD WELL REDRILLING:
   
     Mr. Atkinson presented the summary of bids for the Worwood Well redrilling project.  There were four companies that submitted bids.  The lowest bidder was White Mountain Operating with a bid of $499,476.00.  Mr. Atkinson said that this company had recently finished a well in Moroni and have worked with Sunrise Engineering and had good references.  Mr. Atkinson stated that the city staff is still doing some soil testing before they proceed with the project.  
    Councilor Worwood moved to award the bid to White Mountain Operating.  Councilor Callaway seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously. 
		 
CITY COUNCIL AND CITY ADMINISTRATIVE UPDATES:

·  Mr. Atkinson updated the council that the Well-Being Survey administered by Utah State University is scheduled for March and April 2024.  UDOT has requested to add some questions about transportation to the survey.  Atkinson stated that the city can add questions to the survey. USU is asking for a $500.00 donation for the survey.  The council agreed to donating and participating in the survey again. 
· Mr. Atkinson reported that the city is halfway through the PAR tax period.  He asked the council to start getting some perceptions from the public of how they feel about the PAR tax and how it was used and if it benefited the community.  
· Mr. Atkinson answered a question of the council from an earlier meeting about the storm drain easements that UDOT is negotiating with property owners on the south end of the city.  The property owners wanted to connect to the pipe that drains into the big pond.  Because of federal regulations the property owners cannot connect into our pipe but the agreements say that they can convey their water to the pond, but the property owners would be responsible in obtaining easements necessary to convey the water to the pond. 
· Callaway gave an update on the Christmas lighting event.  He stated that Haven House would be providing hot chocolate and there would be hayrides and a movie at the event. 
· Seely reminded everyone to support local businesses this holiday season.  He said that the local businesses support the community in so many ways throughout the year.  
· Mayor Seely reported that Representative Burgess Owens had recently visited the new slaughterhouse being built on Hwy 132 and he was impressed that the private sector has worked so well with the city.  Owens stopped at the Branded Barber and was impressed with their efforts to support veterans.  Owen also informed the Mayor that he is still working on the grant for the police station.

Noting no need for an executive session, the regular session adjourned. 

Work Session 8:04 pm

1.   Mr. Atkinson gave an extensive update on the Hive and answered the council’s questions about last year’s operations.  Councilor Memmott expressed his appreciation for the review and recommended doing the review annually with the council . 
2.  Chief of Police Morgan reported to the council that the reserve officers’ vehicles are in bad shape.  He has found a nice vehicle for sale from Santaquin City for $17,000.  The vehicle is full equipped,  and he could take the money out of the capital projects fund for the purchase.  The council agreed to the purchase. 
3. Chief Morgan presented the council with an analysis of how much it would cost to replace our Animal Control Officer Shirlene Buckley, who is retiring at the end of December, with a POST certified officer.  His current year budget would not be affected if he held off until June or July to hire.  Going forward it would increase his budget by $36,653.00 per year. 
4. Chief Morgan presented the council with some speeding data the department had collected from the new equipment. 
5. The Council discussed the potential annexation of some property on the northwest side of the city. Mr. Atkinson presented a detailed analysis of the area.   Councilor Memmott expressed that he would only be interested in annexing the property that has a real development plan in place.  The council discussed road, water and zoning issues associated with the potential annexation. 
6. Councilor Worwood moved to adjourn the meeting.  Councilor Memmott seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.  The meeting adjourned at 8:50 p.m.

I, Lisa E. Brough, Nephi City Recorder, hereby certify that the foregoing minutes represent a true, accurate and complete record of the meeting held on November 21, 2023. This document constitutes the official minutes for the Nephi City Council Meeting.
Lisa E. Brough CMC
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