

Kane County Economic Opportunity Board Meeting
REGULAR BOARD MEETING AGENDA AND PUBLIC NOTICE
Kanab Center
20 N 100 E, Kanab, UT 84741
Monday, November 27, 2023– 3:00 pm
In-person and Zoom Virtual Meeting
Kanab, UT 84741

Individuals with special needs or disabilities should contact Kelly Stowell at (435) 899-0443 for accommodations at least 24 hours prior to the meeting.

AGENDA

1. Approve Minutes of September 11, 2023 CEO Board Meeting

2. Kane County Economic Opportunity Board Terms and Overview

3. 2024 Meeting Schedule

4. 2023-2024 Rural County Grant Program Overview

5. Community Infrastructure Development Fund Action Item 

6. Project Applications Action Items:
i. Grand to Grand Proposal
ii. Kane County Water Conservancy District Proposal
iii. Orderville Proposal
iv. Kanab Proposal

7. Business Development Fund Discussion and Action Item
a. Signage, websites, marketing, business development.

8. Project Updates








Kane County Economic Opportunity Board Meeting
REGULAR BOARD MEETING AGENDA AND PUBLIC NOTICE
DRAFT MINUTES
    Kane County Economic Opportunity Board Meeting
REGULAR BOARD MEETING AGENDA AND PUBLIC NOTICE
Held Monday September 11, 2023– 10:30 AM

The Kane County Economic Opportunity (CEO) Board met on September 11, 2023 at approximately 3:00 pm at the Kanab Center. Board members in attendance included Joe Sorenson, Boyd Corry, Kevin Barnes, Celeste Meyeres, Scott Leavitt, David Schmucker, and Kelly Stowell. Kelly Stowell acted as Chairman and took minutes. 

The Kane County Economic Opportunity (CEO) Board meeting was called to order shortly after 3:00 pm by Chairman, Kelly Stowell welcoming attendees to the meeting where a quorum was present. Introductions were made from each person in attendance especially for the benefit of Jeff Mather, the Small Business Development Center Director, based out of St George, who attended the meeting to present an item.

There was a brief discussion on the role of the CEO board, is to solely be a recommending body to the Kane County Commission for the Rural County Grant Program (RCGP), and how the funding should be distributed for economic development projects in the county. All projects receiving a favorable recommendation from the CEO Board, are then forwarded on for the consideration of the county commission in an open meeting. Stowell reported the Kane County RCGP Annual Report deadline to the state was September 1, 2023, and in order to apply for Fiscal Year 2023-2024 RCGP funds, the annual report must be submitted. The annual report was completed and submitted on time highlighting projects funded from RCGP and impacts the program had on the county such as full-time jobs created, business trainings held, and infrastructure developed. 

The first action agenda item considered by the board was the approval of minutes from the previous board meeting held August 14, 2023. A motion was made by Joe Sorensen to approve the minutes of the Kane County Economic Opportunity Board meeting for August 14, 2023, and the motion was seconded by David Schmucker. The motion was approved unanimously by the board members. 

The next agenda item considered by the board was a funding request in an amount of $18,885.04 for the Tilted Mesa Mountain bike trail located east from Kanab. There are matching funds in place from multiple sources for this project, and these are the last funds needed to finish the trail which is almost completed. A short discussion ensued about the many benefits of trails and the addition of these mountain bike trails are a great value to the community. Trails are positively impacting the economy of Kane County and the development of additional mountain bike trails will help. A motion was made by Boyd Corry to favorably recommend funding is approved from the Rural County Grant Program for the development of the Tilted Mesa Mountain Bike Trail. A second to the motion was made by Joe Sorensen and the motion passed unanimously by the CEO Board.

The next agenda item considered by the CEO Board concerned a request for $25,000 to assist with the planning and design for the paved trail connecting Kanab to Glendale, and Mount Carmel Junction to East Zion. The funds would specifically be administered by Orderville, to work with a design firm to continue further efforts to develop plans for the paved trail. Parts of the trail are designed to a 30% threshold and this funding will continue efforts to get more segments of the trail planned and designed. There are matching funds committed to the project from multiple sources. The trail will benefit the local community and economy. Outdoor recreation and trails development are especially necessary as more pressure is put on the National Parks and if a park closes for any number of reasons, people will have places to go. The trails projects are developed to benefit the local community and the visitors benefit. Boyd Corry made a motion to favorably recommend funding the Highway Corridor Paved Trail Design request for $25,000 from the RCGP. The motion was seconded by Joe Sorensen and the motion passed unanimously by the CEO Board. 

There is an upcoming deadline to submit a RCGP application to the State of Utah, Governor’s Office of Economic Opportunity before October 1, 2023. A discussion took place about Kane County submitting an application for Fiscal Year 2023-2024 Rural County Grant Program before this deadline. Board members were able to introduce ideas for inclusion in the grant application. Overall, it was decided to apply for workforce trainings, economic development related infrastructure, small business support, and community driven economic development planning. Resources should be dedicated to addressing economic resiliency needs for the businesses and communities. The application will be compiled to reflect board members ideas and inputs. The application will be submitted before the deadline before the end of September 2023.

A motion was made by Boyd Corry to adjourn the meeting and the meeting was adjourned. 
DRAFT Minutes



Grand
Timing is bad as we deliberate on how to best utilize these funds for the 3 items the grant was set up for. We need to decide whether or not we should do business grants directly or do what we’ve been talking about with the signage, website, etc. We need to decide on the best method on the infrastructure grants. Need to be the same with all the businesses. We need to be prepared to do this for other businesses as well. 

This is outside what we’ve done for other projects. I’m afraid the amount we’re going to give them isn’t enough to be successful or make a difference. 
