LEAMINGTON TOWN COUNCIL
Wednesday, October 18th , 2023 7:00pm


TOWN COUNCIL MEETING


Those Present:
Russ Finlinson, Mayor					Steven Holman, Council Member
Michael Lovell, Council Member     			Chad McPherson, Council Member
John Aagard, Council Member	                               Shantel Oppenheimer, Town Clerk
Barbara Aagard, Town Resident			Clark Nielson, Town Resident
Jess Peterson, Community Advisor		           Danette Pruitt, Town Resident
Lili Burrows, Treasurer

Town Council was called to order at 7:00pm. Recognition for new clerk Shantel Oppenheimer. Thank you to Danette Pruitt who has been working with Shantel.
Bills: The bills were approved and signed.
Minutes: The September minutes were reviewed with Russ and Michaels corrections. Russ motioned to accept the minutes as corrected; John seconded; all in favor; motion carried.  
Open Grama Reading: Steven read ordinances and resolutions.
Jess Peterson: Community advisor acting as the city manager for cities. Towns are not being funded or charged for his service. Jess works for Six County Association which started out as a pilot program from January to June. They helped with general plans, subdivision, CBDG and CIB applications, and helped with taxes. In July they made the program official. They do a lot of general plans, policies, applications. Jess covers Millard County and will come to as many meetings as he can. What can he do immediately: fraud risk assessment. Russ is going over the fraud risk assessment and he can’t find a policy book, so we need to put together a policy book for next month’s town council and figure out when this fraud risk assessment is due. Michael has started the general plan process. Russ explained the grants and progress that is going on with them. Jess is wondering if there’s anything six months down the road that he could help with. Michael would like Jess to start updating our ordinances, to look for funding for general plan ordinance updates. 

Fire Department: Fire department was outstanding on Cody Raschs fire on his shed. Joe Pruitt and Dan Pack were outstanding. They were to the fire within 5 minutes or less, it was impressive. Chad says we need help recruiting volunteer firefighters. They were able to save the structure and the fire didn’t spread. Nothing got damaged inside of the building besides for the golf cart that started the fire. Lynndyl and Delta came to assist with the fire. 
Water and Garbage: Cross connection program position: Chad said he tried to find someone help with the cross-connection program but no one was interested. Clark says that he is willing to help. Chad said he would like whoever is hired to be on the payroll and set a wage. They should be doing 10 connections a year in this program. Russ went around with Jones and DaMille to every manhole to determine what condition it was in. Every meter has a back flow preventer Chad. In the cross connection program, they should double check valves to make sure everything is in working order. Chad has probably done 60 new meters in the past 6 years. We still need more 1-inch risers, so they need to go through and inventory the risers to complete the project. Jones and DaMille will come through with a proposal and then Russ and Chad can go through and see what needs to be done.
Our source protection plans are being worked on; they need to be updated. There is some existing plans but they are old so Chad asked James Saunders with Jones and DaMille to update them. It will be under a thousand dollars to get them done. They have to do the well and each spring. Everything else is running good on the water.
Town Hall and Parks: Septic system status: Perk test is done. Heath is supposed to break ground at 10am on Saturday. 
Reservations: General idea how busy the Town Hall is for the next 2 months. October 19th, 21st, 25th, 27th, 28th, 29th. November 4th, 8th, 11th, 18th, 23rd, 25th. Every weekend the town hall is being used until the end of November. 
Roads and Cemetery: There is a problem with speeding down the hill. Russ is looking to get a solar powered radar sign prior to Cemetery Road so people will slow down. The last radar sign cost $4500 hopefully it can be done for under $8000. Steven suggests rumble strips on main street to slow people down. Chad thinks the state road needs to do an assessment at the Leamington intersection of state roads 132 and 125 and as a town council we should send a letter to the state road to get the issue with speeding in the town under control and safer intersection.  He will talk to Matt in public relations to see if he can help us. Russ wants to pursue the solar powered speed sign. He is also going to put in a large Cemetery sign on Highway 125 because people keep stealing it. He will replace the metal post and the sign so that people can see it. Russ will go to the state road to get the sign. 
Chad said there is still a bad water hydrant at the cemetery. It was leaking and they put a cap on it. Russ said there is a bad weed issue that needs to be taken care of. John will go help remove weeds on Saturday with Russ.



Planning and Zoning: 
General Plan and ordinance: Michael met with Mike Hansen on October 17th. They came up with a draft for the General Plan.  The company has used other plans to develop it. Town council should look it over and answer questions they have. Land use: open spaces might be removed. Agriculture: they will be getting rid of a statement. Typical development density for agriculture will be 10-20 acres. Rural/residential is going to change from one or less acres to 5 acres. Low Density Residential will be changed back to single family residential. Lots will be .5-1 acres typical development. They are getting rid of low, medium, and high density. Civic no change. Commercial no change. Industrial: to provide space for indoor warehousing, manufacturing, and fabrication. No outdoor storage will be permitted so we can keep the town clean. Future land use map: Residential will be changed back to agricultural. Only 400 ft back off the road will be residential. There is a piece on the northeast corner of the map for industrial. Industrial zones will protect the town. The vacant land South of the Leamington irrigation ditch to 400ft North of the County Road will be placed back in agriculture. Steven would like to keep the Leamington town store as commercial. Leamington canal south is residential. Trailer Park and entertainment will be residential. Russ went to a training on general plans, and you must have specific things in it to protect the town. If a trailer park is residential there needs to be a zone for future trailer park. The next update on the general plan will be a final draft. The main thing we need to give Mike Hansen is an updated water system map. He will then send a paper copy and electronic copy that we can post on public website and Facebook page to get an updated survey. Overall, Michael felt that the meeting with Mike Hansen went great.

Miscellaneous: 
New account form for water connections: Steven motion to accept; Michael seconded; all in favor, motion passed.
Fraud risk assessment: Russ wants to work with Jess before the town can fill it out.
Russ read the Public Notice overview for elections. He said he hasn’t been given notice for when the mail in ballot will be sent out but the ballot box in front of the town hall will be open when the voting starts. The Election Ballot has been approved and published for the candidates for Leamington Town.
Steven motioned to adjourn at 8:26 p.m.; Chad seconded; all in favor, motion passed.  
