


BEAR RIVER CITY COUNCIL
PUBLIC HEARING & REGULAR MEETING
October 11, 2023
7:00 PM

ATTENDANCE: Mayor Armstrong, Council Members Dallin, Ritter, J Holmgren, Anderson, R Holmgren, Clerk Holmgren, Clerk Andreasen

VISITORS:   Shelly Tanner, Trevor Nielsen, Kent Anderson, Mika Nance, Deputy Martinez

ABSENT: Council Member Ritter

WELCOME BY MAYOR ARMSTRONG, Invocation by Council Member Dallin 

OPENING CEREMONY:  Pledge of Allegiance

DATE OF NEXT MEETING:  November 8, 2023

MINIUTES APPROVED:  Minutes from October 11, 2023 were reviewed by Mayor and Council Members.    Council Member J Holmgren motioned the minutes of October 11, 2023 be approved.  Council Member R Holmgren seconded the motion.  All voted in approval.

DEPUTY REPORT:    Deputy Martinez stated in the last month nothing too serious has happened.  Mayor Armstrong stated she had a couple people approach her about kids speeding on motorcycles and 4 wheelers on 5900 North and 4600 West and not stopping at the stop sign.  

PUBLIC COMMENT:  None

KENT ANDERSON – OLD TOWN HALL USE:  The Box Elder County Mounted Sherriff’s Posse has looked at the old town hall and would like to use it as a meeting place and a place to store their items.  The Posse is willing to put the gas back into the building and get the electricity up and running and do the upkeep.  He would also like to see a historical plaque on the building.  Mayor Armstrong stated everyone is in agreement to let them use it and let the building have a purpose again.  Council Member R Holmgren motioned to approve the use of the old town hall by the Box Elder County Mounted Sheriff’s Posse.  Council Member J Holmgren seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.

BEAR RIVER CANAL CO:  The Canal Co would like to give an update on outdated certificates that share the city’s name.  The ones they are most concerned about are the assessments/certificates that are in peoples name that have passed away or two owners removed and no longer contactable.  Zions Bank who now does the transfers is concerned about the status of the City as a trustee on those certificates.  As they have done a legal review it is their concern that it is not necessarily legally viable to have Bear River City as trustee as it has been listed.  They understand what is trying to be accomplished with the joint ownership.  The Canal Company is working with Zions back to find out what is the best way to title them if Bear River City cannot be listed on the stock.  The Canal Co suggests having the City’s legal counsel work with the Canal Co’s legal counsel.  The Canal Co has been pondering on some solutions.  Trevor stated that both parties would rather have the Canal Co out of the City dealings.  Meaning the City would like to be the only contact for the citizens.  The Canal Co would prefer to just send one billing to the city.  The reason they don’t is because how the shares are listed.  Trevor suggested that the City consider forming their own irrigation company.  That way the individual would own stock in that company owned by Bear River City and then Bear River City would pay the Canal Co for the stock.  It would take care of the billing issue because then the Canal Co would make one billing to Bear River City and Bear River City can do the billing again.  The City would take care of the updated titles for residents.  The Canal Co would just have Bear River City as the owner of the stock.  Bear River City could also tie the irrigation share to the lot.  If BRC decides to create an irrigation company it would need a board.  It could be the Council or you could have a few residents be on the board.  This is being thrown out as a suggestion and not something the Canal Co is making the City do.  All unpaid assessments will be repossessed by the Canal Co in December.  Clerk Holmgren asked if BRC could write the Canal Company a check for the list of irrigation assessments that have not been paid and then we collect from the owner.  This is basically what we have done in the past.  The Canal Company stated this is ok, but they want these certificates name changes taken care of.  They would like everything cleaned up by February 15th.   They also would like the City to have the new canal company up and running by then also.  If that is what the City wants to do.   It will take some time to create a new irrigation company.  All people who own stock will have to go to the Canal Company and fill out a transfer form.  Shelly can have everything filled out and they would just need to sign.  We could maybe set it up at BRC and have a notary and paperwork to sign.  Trevor stated he could maybe get the transfer fees waived.  They would take all the stock and transfer it into BRC name.  Council Member Anderson stated we all might be overstepping what can happen.  We need to contact our attorney and see if it can even happen.  This will probably take more than 3 months to do this.  Council Member R Holmgren asked if this just applies to residential shares.  There are agricultural shares on this ditch also.  Trevor stated that BRC could set up residential and agricultural shares.  Trevor stated let’s do this right and not fast.  Council Member R Holmgren stated that the admin to run the company is not going to work because no one can get along.  Right now, his employees constantly monitor the laterals.  He is in charge of the ditch and if he closes his eyes for 30 seconds things happen that aren’t supposed to.  He thinks creating this is going to be a nightmare.  How do we manage this system through the town as all the growth comes in.  Eventually the City is going to have to take over the laterals.  Clerk Holmgren stated that another concern would be funds to fund this irrigation company.  There is very little.  Most would have to be volunteer.  Council Member J Holmgren stated that we should start with the attorneys and see what they have to say first.  Council Member R Holmgren asked if we could make just a residential company and leave out the agricultural users.  It could possibly work.  Trevor wanted the City to be aware of 2 dates coming up.  November 2nd at 6:00 pm is the Stake Holders meeting for the county water plan and Nov 9 at 6:00 pm Open House for 566 Grant.  Council Member J Holmgren motioned to involve and contact the attorneys to find out what would be in our best interest and to pay the outstanding assessments.  Council Member Dallin seconded the motion.  All voted in favor. 

DISCUSS SWALE/DRIVEWAY FOR GRANDHAVEN SUBDIVISION:  Drainage swales are not irrigation ditches.  Drainage swales are engineered water-controlled measure.  It is there for a reason.  When we don’t follow the engineers plan, we put ourselves at risk.  Chris came out to look at Penny’s driveway to see what could be done.  Penny was supposed to contact Chris and figure out a plan.  Then she was to bring it to the Council for approval.  She did not attend this meeting.  

REVISE AND POSSIBLE UPDATE FOR PUBLIC WORKS CONSTRUCTION STANDARDS:  There are standards already in place for the pipes.  We need to make some adjustments.  We need to adopt some of the Urban Residential Standards.  HDPE pipe comes in 20-foot lengths and the 36-foot limitation could perhaps be stretched to 40-foot width for a rural classification driveway to prevent wasting 4 feet of pipe.  

DECISIONS

1. City needs to adopt a Typical Driveway Detail-Rural Classification
2. Do you want to allow 40-foot maximum width for a rural classification driveway?
3. Are multiple driveways allowed?
4. If so, how many?
5. What should the gap be between them?  (Wight 8’)
6. Driveways should not be allowed near intersections.  How far away should they be?
7. How to correct existing driveways that do not meet standards?

The engineer will need to come up with the plans for most of these.  Council Member Anderson would like to see the Planning Commission be involved more in some of this and not just the Council.  So, it will be presented to the Planning Commission and then the council will receive their recommendations.  Council Member Anderson will contact the engineers and then send it to the Planning Commission.  He will prepare a list for the Planning Commission so they know what is going on.

ZONING ADMIN JOB OPENING:  Karey Sorenson submitted her resignation.  Council Member Anderson would like to contract with the county to do the Zoning Admin job.  He has contacted Scott Lyons with the county.  They are interested in doing this for us.  He needs to get approval from the county in order to do this.  There will be costs for this.  We will have to add more costs to the building permit.  If this falls through and the county can’t do it, there is a private firm that does this for hire.  Council Member J Holmgren motioned to move forward with the county if the cost seems reasonable.  Council Member R Holmgren seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.

REVIEW AND APPROVE BILLS:  Council Members reviewed and initialed bills for their departments.   Council Member Dallin motioned to approve paying the bills.  Council Member J Holmgren seconded the motion.  Those voting in favor Council Members Dallin, Anderson, R Holmgren, and J Holmgren.  

COMPLAINTS AND ACTIONS TAKEN:  Clerk Holmgren has had a few complaints but no one wants to sign an official complaint.  Madsen’s have a lot of cars parked in front of their house and sometimes they are in the road.  This has sometimes made the road a one lane road.  The Gardner’s farm has stuff stacked in the right of way and looks trashy.  We will put a friendly reminder in the newsletter about enchroachment.  We don’t really have anyone to enforce this.  Council asked Clerk Holmgren to reach out to Blair Wardle and see if he can do zoning enforcement.  If we are going to do this, we have to follow through with it.  

DEPARTMENTS:  We need to add more verbiage to the Irrigation Ordinance.  We had a resident twice in the last month did not turn his water off and was relying on the next person to shut it off.  This flooded his neighbor’s basement.  Clerk Holmgren could not make him understand that he needs to make sure his water is shut off when he is done irrigating.  He asked to see where in the ordinance that it says you have to shut off your own water.  Council Member R Holmgren suggested adding that the water user is responsible for the irrigation water while using it.  We will start by reminding people in the newsletter.

Irrigation – Water in the canal has been turned down.  He had a ton of issues last week.  Still had people wanting him to turn the water up so they can irrigate.  It can be turned up to water stock if needed.  

Rodeo Arena – Locks have been placed on the Rodeo Arena.  Anyone wanting to ride will need a code to use it.

Light Pole by Rodeo Arena – We had a citizen hit a light pole at the Arena.  This is actually a street light.  Council Member Dallin contacted Rocky Mtn Power and they will get in contact with this person so they can pay for the damage.

Cemetery – When they buried DeAnn Christensen we found out there is not enough room for all the graves.  There will be one short.  Do we want to offer stacked burial or offer graves in the new part.  Council agreed to give them options and see what they want to do.  

Excavation Permit – Beehive Broadband has paid for an excavation permit.  They called the other day and asked how long they last and do they expire.  They won’t be starting until the 1st quarter of the year.  Council determined the permit does not expire, but need to let the city know when they are starting the project.

ADJOURNMENT:  Council Member Dallin motioned to adjourn at 8:57 pm. Council Member J Holmgren seconded the motion; all voting was in the affirmative.

Minutes approved November 8, 2023.

											   ________________________________________________
							Megan Armstrong, Mayor Pro 

Attest:

___________________________________________
Town Clerk or Deputy Clerk
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