NOXIOUS WEEDS BOARD MEETING MINUTES
3/16/2023

Attendance: Eric Peterson, Patrick Nelson, Keith Hambrecht, Ron Jones, Daniel Gunnell, Sage Fitch, and Kathy Gore.
1) Call to order, and Introductions of all in attendance.
2) Approval of December Board Meeting Minutes
a) The board voted to approve December 15, 2023, meeting minutes.   Keith Hambrecht made the motion, to approve, and Eric Peterson seconded the motion. The Meeting Minutes are approved. 
3) Bylaws of the Board- The DA reviewed the Bylaws and approved them. The Board reviewed the Bylaws and had no concerns or suggestions for changes. The motion to approve was made by Eric Peterson, and Keith Hambrecht seconded the motion. All were in favor. 
4) Presentation By Salt Lake Soil Conservation District- Daniel Gunnell
a) Salt Lake Conservation District (SLCD) was formed due to the problems the Dust Bowl Storms Created. 
b) ISM Grant for Welby & Jacob Canal. Starts at Utah Lake into Salt Lake up to Riverton South Jordan Herriman Corridor. They will try to secure the ISM Grant for $10,000. The purpose is to treat all noxious weeds along canals to keep them from spreading and reduce the number of weeds in Salt Lake County. Also treating in Coalville and Kamas
c) SL Conservation District plans to provide Chemicals through the grant, and the Canal company will do the labor.
d) Daniel can provide chemicals if others can provide and volunteer the labor.
e) Wasatch Community Gardens uses Displaced Women to work on the Farm to keep them from becoming homeless.  Daniel hopes SLCD will buy the equipment to offer support. They have a few locations and are moving. They provide a lot of food to donate to lower-income schools. SLCD hopes to get a CIG grant for equipment. Wants tours for employees in exchange for help. 
f) There are 38 districts in Utah, and Daniel presides over 6 districts. SLCD is a Government Entity
g) Daniel -Local Ag producers and farmers should build a partnership with the weed board. If there are any projects or if we have any problems SLCD can help with they want to partner, Daniel offered to write the grants if needed. We need to find connections within the community. Community Health Partners might be willing to work with SLCD. The ISM Grant deadline is next week. 
h) Canals are a major issue with spreading weeds.
i) Some Problem weeds mentioned that are of concern are Yellow Flag Iris, Problem in canals (may want to put it on the Noxious weed list) and Purple Loosestrife It is thriving in the wetlands & canals in SLCO We have had some successful efforts to control it. Very invasive species. 
j) Daniel’s goal is to get SLCD moving with projects.  He would like a partner and get as much weed control as he can. 
k) There is a Concern with Contractors spreading a lot of weeds along canals. There are very few contractors that do noxious weed specific control work.
5) General discussion with Daniel and the Weed board:
a) Sage discussed how the Forest Service doesn’t have staff to get weed control projects completed on USFS land in Salt Lake County.  They rely on partners to mitigate weeds on federal lands. There is a New Botanist with Salt Lake District – Jana’s replacement is Kristin Whitbeck
b) Sage talked about how the noxious weed programs main partner is Salt Lake City Watershed.  Patrick has an amazing Crew. We work with a lot of different partners including CCF, UOL, Salt Lake County and City parks and open space, Emigration Canyon residents and others.
c) Daniel stated that NRCS(Agriculture) works well with private landowners. 
d) Daniel would like to have an active partnership between SLCD and the Weed Board.  He is looking for good projects for the SLCD.   Sage can put Daniel in touch with different partners. She asked what weeds they treat, and if there is an opportunity for working together. 
e) Keith talked about how DNR is concerned with Phragmites control. Weed seeds go into beds and are a constant weed source. They need to be treated upstream.
f) Daniel wants to Partnership with Salt Lake County and wants to be kept in the loop with the SLCO Noxious Weed Control Board and work jointly on more grants.  He will keep SLCO Updated. 
g) Sage can connect Daniel with Public Works if that is helpful on his grant along the Welby and Jacob Canals.
6) General Discussion and weed report:
a) Sage – Ron will do a second term with the Weed Board. Kara Hastings is not with the weed board anymore. Sage has been in touch with Laura Flowers of Merit Medical and hoping she will decide to apply for the weed board as a representative of the farming/ production agriculture community. Community Gardens are a strong source of agriculture. 
b) Sage discussed the Weed Control Association Conference in St George. The State Weed Board recommends adding three new weeds to the list. They are aquatic weeds.  Eurasian Water milfoil – Bear Lake, Parrot Feather in Cache County (perhaps in Salt Lake County near Millcreek Gardens), and Hydrilla not known in Utah.   USU has hired Marilla Ortiz as a new weed science professor and Dr. Ortiz specializes in aquatics. Sage will connect with her regarding the Millcreek Gardens population of parrot feather. Salt Lake County doesn’t have a lot of aquatic areas for problems to occur. 
c) Salt Lake County noxious weeds is hiring a temp specialist – Hayley Segura -she will start in mid-April. She will work with the ISM Grant and its partners in Emigration and Parley’s Canyons. Working on revisiting garlic mustard and yellow starthistle sites.
d) Eric says we may have additional funding for hiring another temp position through the Mayor’s Workforce Development Grant, we are hoping to get an intern.
e) The Department of Agriculture has a Pollinator habitat grant Program for that is an option to get pollinator plants.
f) Patrick said that seasonal hiring is ongoing with Salt Lake City Watershed.  
g) Ron needs to fill out an application. We hope to have a full board by our next meeting in June. 
h) Fire Mitigation in Emigration Canyons. Noxious weeds have increased. They are transferred by Walking and driving.
i) Jake Johnson says Garlic Mustard has increased drastically in Payson canyon. He is spraying with Triclopyr.
j) Future meetings are planned at the SLCO Environmental Health building.  Next meeting June 15, 2023. 
k) Motion to adjourn Ron, 2nd by Eric. All in favor.
