NOXIOUS WEED BOARD MEETING MINUTES
6/16/2023

Attendance: Eric Peterson, Keith Hambrecht, Laura Flower, Sage Fitch, Hayley Segura, and Kathy Gore.

1) Call to order, and Introductions of all in attendance. Laura Flower
2) There were not enough members in attendance for a quorum to approve the minutes for March.
a) We will approve the minutes at our next meeting. 

b) Welcome to our board -Laura Flowers is a new member of our board. She works at Merit Medical and has been running the benefit program for the last 7 years. She has an urban agriculture background.
c) Possible next meeting at Merit Medical as a field trip. 

3) Presentation By Hayley Segura on her honors thesis “Fire History and Environmental Disturbance Reconstruction for Fish Lake Utah”.
a) Disturbance is a temporary change in the Environment.
b) Lodgepole Pine is dependent on fire for species to propagate.
a) Sometimes there are benefits to fire. It opens the cone and spreads the seeds.
b) Data used can interpret past climates. Historical ecosystems give ideas of how to manage the land.
c) The site of the data Hayley used is from Fish Lake. The plant life there has been declining due to disease. The method used for data was a lake coring process. By analyzing the charcoal & pollen we can understand the past fires and vegetation and by understanding the past we understand the future. 
d) There are times that it may be beneficial to have a small fire to increase the forest.
e) Unfortunately, after a fire, invasive species can take over. Noxious weeds need to be controlled.
f) Keith mentioned that these results are relevant for the present. It helps us to set reasonable goals for the future. He met with wildland fire fighters to look at the benefits of controlled burns. It can accelerate seed growth. An obstacle to controlled burns is obtaining Air Quality approvals. 
g) Noxious weeds move in after fires. We have hopes they don’t dominate after a fire. In the Midwest fire is used a great deal. We need to develop resources to do controlled burns.
4) Update on the ISM grant with our partner Salt Lake City is 50% complete. The main problem we are seeing this year is Garlic Mustard. At the present time, yellow star thistle is not the dominant like it has been in past years. Due to the cool and wet spring, we did not see strong germination from Yellow starthistle.  The seed source may have been decreased or it will resurge when the heat resumes. 
a) Garlic Mustard has increased along Emigration creek. We don’t use any enforcement. We ask for voluntary help from owners.
b) How can we motivate landowners to be more responsive, especially in Emigration Canyon without more resources? There is a lot of distrust.  Some expect us to handle it and others are against using herbicides. 
c) We are reaching out to owners concerning Garlic Mustard. We need more public education. There isn’t much confidence in the government. We need to work within our agencies and with our partners.  
d) Salt Lake County Watershed Symposium would be a good place to present at once we have additional data on the treatments.
e) Climate Resiliency
f) Killion’s Canyon - a Weed pull (Garlic Mustard)  on Friday, July 23. It is a nice hike in.  Utah Open Lands is the agency coordinating outreach. There is limited parking at Killyon’s trailhead. 
5) Partnership with the Jordan River Commission – Keith talked about this and stated that Ray Robinson started last week.  She is the new Jordan River Coordinator.  She is working on a phragmites group. 
a) Funding for JRC currently is:  $250,000 – Co-operative ; $100,000 for proposed projects.
b) An additional increase in the budget of $300,000 for Utah Lake is ongoing. 
c) Great Salt Lake $500,000 to $ 800.000. This money is generated for leasing and goes to the land.  It isn’t from the taxpayers. Laura says she would like to become involved.
d) Removal of Phragmites in the past, now we need to move forward with planting. 
6) UDAF Pollinator Grants – applications are for Upland and Wetland Plant Kits. Sage is working with USU on a grant project that they are applying for.  The UDAF Pollinator Habitat grant is a 3-year pilot program, which provides pollinator plant species to both private and public landowners (managers) to increase pollinator habitat. 
a) USU is the applicant this year and if awarded the plants will be planted at Wheeler farm in front of the new education center, but Sage is hoping to apply next year for a planting at SLCo Environmental Health location which would benefit the community garden by adding more pollinator habitat.  This year’s application closes on June nineteenth.
7) Keith made a motion to close the meeting. There were not enough members for a Quorum. 
 
Next meeting: 9/14/2023 at 9:30 am



