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Chairman – Leon McElprang; Vice Chair: Dusty Huntington; Supervisors – Ted Curtis, Justus Jorgensen & Roger Barton Clerk-Shelley Barton


San Rafael Conservation District

Thursday October 12th, 2023, 10:30 AM
USDA Service Center
1090 North Des Bee Dove Rd, Castle Dale UT 84513
ATTENDING:  Ted Curtis, Roger Barton, Dusty Huntington, Leland Sasser, Jessica Mortenson, Julie Weber, Shelley Barton
Motion to approve the agenda and minutes made by Roger Barton and seconded by Ted Curtis – Approved

Requests for Assistance:  Julie presented an ARDL loan for Liberty Mason, for a high tunnel.  The loan is in the amount of $19,800.

Motion to approve the ARDL loan to Liberty Mason for a high tunnel, for $19,800, made by Roger Barton and seconded by Ted Curtis – Approved
Finance: There were no bills for payment, but Shelley’s time sheet was ratified and Dusty signed the FY24 Qrt 1 Reimbursement.
The supervisors decided to order 200 calendars at $2.75/calendar.

Motion to ratify Shelley’s time sheet and order calendars made by Roger Barton and seconded by Ted Curtis – Approved

Shelley reported that an 11- month CD renewed at Zions Bank and made $279.08 in interest.

The district is trying to get the information on all four bank accounts up to date, so the five current supervisors need to be put on the accounts.  A motion was made.
· Motion to put Leon McElprang, Dusty Huntington, Ted Curtis, Roger Barton, and Justus Jorgensen on all four bank accounts for the San Rafael Conservation District, made by Ted Curtis and seconded by Roger Barton - Approved
Employee Report: Jessica reported that she is working on the Ferron Creek Watershed Plan with Roger.  They will update and distribute it to the agencies for their approval.

She also said that Price River CD wants to write a letter of support for Mike Ralphs comments on the new Forest Plan.  

Meetings/Trainings/Upcoming Events: 
UACD Convention Nov. 7-8

Forest Service open house in Moab and Monticello next week, on the 17th & 18th  The supervisors are encouraged to attend.
Motion for supervisors to attend these meetings was made by Ted Curtis and seconded by Roger Barton – Approved 
Soil Health clinic - Feb. 5th & 6th – 

Conservation Business:
San Rafael Workshop – Still in the planning.
ISM Grant (Emery Co. Russian Olive) – Russian olive grant for upland areas of the county.   Lowell explained that a Strategic Fund Proposal may be used with it.  Applications are due in January.
Ferron Creek CRMP – The projects may need to be revised because of available funding.
Revised Forest Plan- Changes have been made that may not be readily noticed, such as no infrastructure funding and trespass undermining,   The board members want to make more comments by Nov 13th.  The board is worried that they foresee punishing or eliminating the permittee.  They are very concerned about the plan.  Roger will reach out to Mike Ralphs for help with comments.
Local Workgroup Planning – The meeting needs to take place before Feb.  We will plan a discussion in Dec. for our district and then hold a combined meeting in January.  
Soil Health Equipment Grant – District received pre-approval for new drill.  It is $35,500 grant and will require some match money.
Sunset Resolutions – Read them and let Roger know your thoughts and he will present them at the convention.  
NRCS Business:  General EQIP money is going away and NRCS would like to focus the funding into an area rather than on an individual.  Partnerships are important and preferrable.  
The new IRA funding fits with most strategic opportunities.  CRMP provides ideas for projects.  More money will be available and this will be new funding, not for sprinklers, but for climate smart projects. 

Lowell encouraged the supervisors to look for projects other than Russian Olive.

Motion to go into a closed meeting made by Roger Barton and seconded by Ted Curtis - Approved
Motion to adjourn the closed meeting made by Ted Curtis and seconded by Roger Barton - Approved
Motion to approve seven plans for NRCS, made by Roger Barton and seconded by Ted Curtis - Approved
Other Supervisor Business: Ted would like to change the meeting time.  There was some discussion, but it was tabled until December.  
SERA forms were signed.                                      
Motion to Adjourn at 12:28 p.m. made by Ted Curtis                                                    2 hours
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San Rafael Conservation District is legally classified as a limited purpose local government entity and a political subdivision of the state (Title 17D – Chapter 03).

