
San Rafael Conservation District

Thursday September 14th, 2023, 10:30 AM
USDA Service Center
1090 North Des Bee Dove Rd, Castle Dale UT 84513
 ATTENDING: Leon McElprang, Roger Barton, Dusty Huntington, Lowell Gardner, Leland Sasser, Ryan Jones, Julie Weber, Jessica Mortenson, Liz Hamilton (UDAF), Hannah Freeze (UDAF), Benjamin Hudson (UDAF), Nicholas Dastrup (FFSL), Tanner Mills (UDAF), Jaselynn Stansfield (FFA), Dazi Thatcher (FFA), Ryleigh Allred (FFA), Easton Thornley (FFA), Cy Weber (FFA), Shelley Barton
Leon called the meeting to order at 10:40 a.m.
Motion to approve the minutes and agenda, with the change of moving the UDAF guest’s business to the beginning, made by Roger Barton and seconded by Dusty Huntington - Approved
Hannah Freeze – Water Optimization – Hannah said the state received $2 million.  She listed who serves with the program and said signups will begin in December – January.  They are here to help the farmers get make improvements and get better projects on the ground.  Leon asked about meters and Hannah said $25 million was set aside for meters.  There is a cap of $500,000 on each application.  www.ag.utah.gov – conservation-water optimization

The rules are complete and will be approved at the next committee meeting.
Requests for Assistance: 
Emery FFA Students – The students gave a description of their chapter and expressed their desire to attend the National Convention.  They said 9 students want to attend and plane tickets are $446, plus the other traveling expenses.
Motion to contribute $7000 for the Emery FFA to attend the National Convention made by Dusty Huntington and seconded by Roger Barton – Approved

The FFA students are always good to help with service when they get donations from SRCD – service drills, help on Orangeville walkway spray day.
Finances:  The following bills were brought before the board for payment:

Jones & DeMille Engineering (Muddy Creek Project)

$5,620.13


J & D Auto (Drill Parts)





       27.96


Emery FFA (National Convention)




  7,000.00


Total






          $12,648.09

Shelley explained that there needs to be a motion to remove Joe Begay and Lee Moss from the district’s bank accounts because they are no longer on the board, and that Justus Jorgensen and Roger Barton need to be added, as the current supervisors.

Motion to remove Joe Begay and Lee Moss from the SRCD bank accounts and to add Justus Jorgensen and Roger Barton, current supervisors, made by Dusty Huntington and seconded by Roger Barton – Approved

Motion to pay the bills and ratify the bills paid in August, made by Roger Barton and seconded by Dusty Huntington – Approved

Employee Report – Jessica Mortenson – The newsletter will be done bi-annually.  Roger suggested that they advertise the rental equipment in the newsletter.  The board discussed possibly wanting to buy a bigger seed cleaner and sell the old one.  They asked Jessica to research seed cleaners for size and price.   
Meetings/Trainings/Upcoming Events:  
Oct. 11-12 - Utah Conservation tour
Nov 7-8 - UACD Convention 

Oct 17 & 18 – Central Utah Grazing Expo

Feb. - Soil Health Meeting

Forest Service review – Sept 20th at 5:30 p.m. in Castle Dale
Motion to approve members of the board to attend these meetings made by Roger Barton and seconded by Dusty Huntington – Approved

Conservation Business

Gas Power Pressure Washer – Ryan will order one from J & D Auto
San Rafael Workshop – Ryan and Rowe are working on it.  Ryan will talk to Rod Magnuson about touring his feeding setup. They can display the rental equipment and erosion trailer.  They can have speakers over lunch.  
Annual Goals – Ryan went over the goals and the board discussed them and what they can do to reach their goals.
Muddy Creek Livestock Water Outreach Meeting – It will be held September 19th  at 6:00 p.m. in Emery.
NPS Project (Spring Development) – Ryan said he has been meeting with Amy Dicky on E coli in some of the local springs.  They are in the planning process and will continue to apply for funding.
ISM Grant – The Emery weed department has a grant to treat species along streams.  Cory’s grant doesn’t cover away from the creeks, but the ISM grant could work with private producers.  NRCS can be shown as a partner.  

Motion to apply for ISM funds made by Dusty Huntington and seconded by Roger Barton - Approved
Ferron Creek CRMP – The supervisors need to review the work Addy did.  Roger asked that the NPS funds be included in the plan.
Motion to approve the application for NPS funds made by Dusty Huntington and seconded by Roger Barton - Approved
Revised Forest Plan – The comments that Mike Ralphs prepared were sent to the other districts.  Leon read them to the group and they agreed with and appreciated the work done by Mike.
Motion to approve the comments prepared by Michael Ralphs and submit them to the Forest Service was made by Dusty Huntington and seconded by Roger Barton - Approved
NRCS Business:  Lowell postponed the closed meeting until next month.  Lowell asked if the board wants him to bring the plans to the board earlier because some plans present some concerns.  Lowell would like to present the plans earlier while it’s just paperwork.  Supervisors agreed.  
Lowell said they had an employee meeting where Emily talked about NRCS work going forward.  She talked about using the strategic proposal funding in an area where the problems are considered, how many producers are involved and what other funds or other partners could be involved.  Lowell reminded the supervisors how salinity funding is used – a priority area is identified and then finished before moving on to the next priority area.   He used Sand Wash and Desert Lake as an example.  
Other Supervisor Business:  Ryan reported that he submitted a grant application for a new drill.  We should know by the end of October if it was funded.

Sera forms were signed.
Motion to adjourn made by Roger Barton
Next Meeting- October 12th, 2023, 10:30AM
San Rafael Conservation District is legally classified as a limited purpose local government entity and a political subdivision of the state (Title 17D – Chapter 03).

