
Library Services
Metro & Oxbow Jail



Mission Statement

Positive prisoner management; ease the tensions of incarceration

Equity of access

Create a love of reading and lifelong learning

Provide individualized services



Utah History of Library Services to Incarcerated Persons

1935 - Ruth Vine Tyler begins services to 
Sugarhouse Prison as City Librarian

1938 - County Library established with          
Tyler as “Director”

1952 - Tyler establishes Library at new “Point 
of the Mountain” Prison

1966 - Prison circulation 29,293 items

1960s - 2000 – Old Metro Jail (on stilts)

1991 - 2000 – Oxbow Jail

2000 - New Metro (ADC) opens combining old 
Metro and Oxbow

2009 – Oxbow reopens one unit then doubles 
population in 2018

https://slco.org/sheriff/corrections-bureau/metro--oxbow-jail/jail-programs/. Accessed 5/14/23



Library Services
Individual Items
(Books, mags, etc)

2021 2022

ADC 187,177 186,538

Oxbow 46,818 48,195

OO/QT/HS      
(Boxed)

22,700 24,400

Total
Circulation

256,695 259,133



Library Services
Material for prisoners
• 1:1 Services for Classified prisoners

• Readers Advisory
• Delivery to all Pods/Units

• Boxes of material
• Orientation & Observation
• Medical Quarantine
• Medical & Mental Health Services

• DVD collection
• Library reallocations and public donations 

OMS
• Respond to OMS requests 

(avg 2,150/month) 

Daily Operations
• Empty bins
• Repair material
• Sort program material

Salt Lake County Libraries Physical Circulation 2022
SAN 962,192
HER 759,476
WHI 734,832
DRA 732,642
MMC 728,099
WJO 682,769
SJO 661,355
BCR 621,034
RIV 599,254
HOL 367,214
TAY 355,859
DBK 349,088
HUN 319,233
KEA 305,840

JAIL 259,133
MAG 225,038
GRA 181,879
TYL 181,143
WVA 180,083
SMI 54,370



Library Services
Programs

•Monthly Activity Sheets (passive 
programming)  

•Teach library-related classes as part of the 
Jail’s Life Skills Program

Training

•Cadet Graduation Training (Jail)

•Formal process for branch reallocations and 
public donations (Library)

Partnerships/Outreach

•Decker Lake Youth Services

•Criminal Justice Services Training

•Jail Resource Reentry Program



Corrections Week



ALA News: Public Libraries Magazine Award 

Honorable mention was awarded to Jenn 
McKague, Outreach Services Librarian, Salt 
Lake County (Utah) Library, for her feature 
article, “Strengthening Communities—
Outreach Services to Persons Who Are 
Incarcerated and Those Re-entering 
Society,” which was published in the 
May/June 2022 issue of Public Libraries.

VOLUME 61 NUMBER 3 PUBLIC LIBRARIES

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1jikYTiIZjcpPuWHJCcZKsnFzZQT6kxD5/view


2023 NACo Award
This year, the Salt Lake County 
Library’s Jail program won the 
National Association 
of Counties’ Best in Category 
award for Libraries, an award 
Salt Lake County has never 
received previously.



Make A Difference

Thank you

“Thank you very much for your time and 
assistance! You're making my stay so much more 

tolerable, you have no idea.”

“Please and thank you your 
work is truley [sic] appreciated”


