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Conservation District Chair 
Steve Remund

Conservation District (CD) Supervisor 
Kent Bastian
Dave Evans
Rodger Ames	

Department of Agriculture and Food:
Darrell Gillman– UDAF

Conservation District Staff:
Jessica Wilkins
 
						         							         
  Conservation District Guests
  Billy Sorensen
      
SUMMARY OF CONSERVATION DISTRICT ACTION


CD MEETING - CALL TO ORDER
Steve Remund called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
The board reviewed the June meeting minutes. Steve Remund requested that some of the wording be changed under finances. Rodger Ames made the motion to approve the revised June minutes, Kent Bastian second, motion passed.

SERA 
No SERA at this time.

FINANCES
The board reviewed the bank statements. We have moved from Quickbooks desktop to Quickbooks online for financial reporting. Dave Evans made a motion to approve the finances, Kent Bastian second, motion passed.

CD BUSINESS

Utah Soil Health Equipment Grant
The board discussed what kind of equipment qualifies for the Utah Soil Health Equipment Grant. Some ideas were no-till drills, portable corral system, electric fence systems, aerator, virtual fencing, or a manure or soil amendments spreader. Districts can apply for multiple grants. There is a maximum of $50,000 awarded for each qualifying grant. The districts are responsible for 20% of the equipment cost. The board discussed applying for a ESCH drill. It is 12ft wide planting width with 5.5in spacings. It is 8.5ft wide when towing. It is heavy and requires a ¾ ton diesel for towing, and a 120 horse tractor while planting. The board discussed their concern that the smaller farming borrowers may not have the equipment to pull the bigger drill. They discussed the option of applying for a smaller weighted aerator, and possibly a sprayer. The supervisors are more inclined to apply for a 10ft no-till drill. They will meet to make a final decision before the deadline on August 18.

Gentry Ditch Company
Billy Sorensen came in to discuss the Gentry Ditch in Ioka. Class C owns half of the ditch, as well as 6 private owners who have formed their own entity through dry gulch. Class C uses it as a drainage ditch, and the 6 owners use it for irrigation. The ditch has been put in a pipe, but there has been a problem with the pipe being able to handle the amount of water coming down. Billy Sorensen has gathered prices on a 24in culvert pipe to add to the existing pipe to be better able to handle the water amounts without flooding. The pipe is $61 a foot, and he needs 240ft. The bid to lay the pipe is $4,400. The total cost of the project is $19,040. Rodger Ames discussed how the excess water flooding is causing an alkali problem. As a conservation standpoint, the soil health is being affected by the constant overwatering. Dave Evans made a motion to give $10,000 to the project, with a contingency of seeing an overall map of affected land and how much acreage is affected and a number of landowners benefited, Kent Bastian second, motion passed. Rodger abstains from voting as he is part of the Dry Gulch board. Billy Sorensen was informed of the plan so that he can obtain the information required. 

CD Financial Certification
Dave Evans and Steve Remund signed the financial certification. 

CD Financial Report/Survey
The Financial Report/Survey will be completed before the next CD meeting for the board to review.

Self-Evaluation
The board reviewed the self-evaluation form.

Fraud Risk Assessment
The board reviewed the fraud risk assessment.


PARTNER REPORTS

FSA
Nothing at this time

GIP
Nothing at this time

NRCS
Unable to attend

USU EXTENSION
Katelyn was unable to attend. She informed us that she has been busy preparing for the Duchesne County Fair.


CALENDAR OF FUTURE EVENTS
Next CD Meeting- August 30, 2023

 

MOTION TO ADJOURN
Kent Bastian made the motion to adjourn at 12:00 PM
