MILLARD CONSESRVATION DISTRICT
Regular Meeting of Supervisors
Thursday, October 12, 2023
4:00p.m.
Meeting Minutes




Those Present:
CD Supervisors:  Blake Stevens, Dan Anderson, Kolby Bond, Jacob Robison, and Heber Finlinson joined by phone
Clerk:  Lynette Bond
Representing UDAF:  Tracy Balch, Dan Stevens
Representing NRCS:  
Representing USU Extension: Kalen Taylor
Representing Millard County Commissioners: 
Others:  
Excused From This Meeting:  
 
-Jacob called the meeting to order at 4:00 p.m.  

ADMINISTRATIVE
-Blake called for a declaration of conflict of interest.  None were declared.
-Jacob moved to approve the September 2023 Regular Meeting minutes and the October Agenda.  Dan seconded and the motion carried.
MILLARD CD FINANCIAL 
· Approve SERA for UACD Convention 
· Approve SERA for the Soil Health Workshop in Chester
· Approve SERA for travel and time to work on grants
· Approve purchase of door prizes and auction item
· Approve Payment of $100.00 to CNA Surety for the Treasurer’s Bond
· Reviewed and Approved FY24 1st Qtr. Reimbursement Request
· Approved possible Quick Books training for Clerk 

-Dan moved to approve all items listed above Kolby seconded and the motion carried.  
-Jacob reported that the CD at State Bank of Southern Utah is at 4% interest now, but they now have a CD at 5%.  We can move to the CD with the higher interest rate after November 1st.  
Jacob moved to transfer the money from the 4% to the 5% when it becomes available. Kolby seconded and the motion carried.

USU EXTENSION
-Kalen reported that there is still a lot of money remaining in the gopher fund and interest in the program has been going down.  He would like to do some advertising to see if that would help.   Jacob wondered if the school would be a good place to get the word out.   Kalen has thought about putting kits together that includes traps and other items.  
-Kalen would like to hold a Crop School possibly in January and wondered how to get the east side of the county involved.   He said he could hold it on the east side if that would help.  Jacob thought that would be a good idea. Tracy wondered about mixing it with Soil Health.  Dan wondered if it could be combined with a beef seminar and maybe hold it in the winter when things are slower.  Kalen already does one of those, but if anyone has ideas to let him know.  Kalen asked what topics he could offer to get better attendance.   He’ll try to set one up in January and hold it in the daytime.

COUNTY COMMISSIONER 
-Commissioner Johnson was unable to attend this meeting.

ARDL BUSINESS
-Dan has two ARDLs he is working on. 
 
 NRCS BUSINESS
-Tyrell was not in attendance, but he sent Tracy a list for Climate Smart Funding.  They have added irrigation but it would have to include something of do with reducing energy.   It did speak of replacing nozzles which could qualify.  Jacob asked if lowering pressure would be considered eligible.  Dan asked about installing infrastructure to push water into systems.  Applications could be submitted for individuals or companies.  Applications need to be in by Nov. 3rd, 2023.    Tyrell will know details of policy.  
-Dan explained more about the items Tracy mentioned and handed out flyers of multiple programs.  
-Dan told those in attendance of Farm Bureau Field Day on October 19th.   It will begin at the elementary school in the morning and then proceed to Kelby Swallow’s farm around 2:00 to tour his operation.

OTHER BUSINESS
-The UACD Convention will be held in St. George on November 7-8.  
-The County Commissioners are cutting their budget and are looking for places to cut.  They contribute to the Millard and Delta CD’s to help with the Technical Assistant wages and wondered if this was a place they could cut.  The Commissioners are invited to attend the monthly CD meetings but can’t always make it.  They may not realize what the CD’s do for the County.  If we can get the commissioners to attend meetings and involved in what the CD does, they can better understand what is done.
-The District Conservationist in Richfield and Tracy have been working on a flyer for new terms that are being used in the State.  Utah Funding Opportunities (UFO).  The Strategic Funding Proposal is part of that.  Kolby mentioned that it’s been years since the Scipio irrigation project was done and many of the nozzles are worn and need replacing.  Replacing nozzles could possibly be part of the SFP.  See flyer attached.  The Local Work Group will be held in February and the fund pool priorities will need to be figured out by then.
-Tracy trained the members on Reimbursement Procedures for Conservation District Supervisors, etc.  The Clerks turn SERA reports in quarterly, but some may need to be submitted directly after event, such as the UACD Convention.  Hotel receipts and registration receipts will be turned into clerk and they will send in to the state.  
-Farmer of the Year discussion was held.  It was suggested that the name be changed to take away the assumption that the award is for something that was accomplished in that year.   After discussion it was decided to leave name the same.  Names of recipients have been considered in previous meetings.  Kolby moved to award it to Neuel Chlarson for 2023.  Jacob seconded and the motion carried.  It will be held November 14th.   The regular meeting will be held afterward.  The Clerk will find options for a place to hold it and get bids for catering and let the supervisors choose the best option for location and caterer.  
-Results of the 2023 Soil Health Equipment Grant were announced.  Heber applied for three equipment grants:  No-Till Drill, Range Drill, and Aerator.  All three grants were selected for potential funding.   All three were for $50,000 with a financial match of $16,000.  A response was required by end of business on October 10th to submit on intentions of accepting or rejecting the grants.   Two emergency meetings were held in the past week for discussion on the matter.  (See minutes of October 4th and October 6th Emergency Meetings) In the Emergency Meetings motions were passed to go ahead with the Range Drill and not pursue the No-Till or Aerator.  The Clerk sent an email with the requests to Tony on Monday October 9th of their intension of each grant.   
Heber hasn’t received any more information since the other meetings, but Blake noticed on the Fire District minutes, it states 3% or up to $6,000 as the amount they would provide.
Heber said the 3% doesn’t have anything to do with the amount, that we should get the $6,000.   Blake asked the clerk to call the Fire District Secretary and clarify the 3% or $6,000.
Discussion was held as to what needs to be done now.  Blake wondered about asking the county about possibly storing the drill in the county building.  It could be stored at one of the supervisor’s homes if they are willing to take on the responsibility of managing it.  Another CD has a local cooperator take care of it that is willing and responsible.   There needs to be check out procedures and a possible deposit.   Too many people lending it out can be a problem.  
Tracy said that all applications that were pre-approved and accepted were approved at the UCC meeting yesterday.   They should be putting together contracts now.   Blake said he could get some bids on Range Drills.  Heber said that the ones he priced were $65,000 or so.     
-Insurance will be needed and it can be obtained through Utah Local Governments Trust.    The contact person is: Josh  801-787-1111 or josh@utahtrust.gov.
-The Supervisors signed their SERA forms.
-The Supervisors signed the Ethical Behavior Pledge Forms.
[bookmark: _GoBack]-The Supervisors reviewed a flyer that was received about the 2024 Weeds of Utah Calendar that is ready for orders. 


-Kolby motioned to adjourn.  Dan seconded.  The motion carried.
 The meeting adjourned at 5:30 p.m.
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