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September 14, 2023 -  Meeting Minutes

[bookmark: _Hlk29388682]Mayor Grundy welcomes everyone to the town council meeting. Town board members present: Chris Olsen is present, Bart Brian is present, Ryan Rees is present, Don Bone is present, Michelle Brian is present, Matt Morgan is present, Jeanette is present.

Visitors: Barbara Tewell, Gina Flanagan, James & Janet Adams, Dan Taylor, Val Rees, Warren Johnson by phone.

Gina Flanagan came to tell the council that she got involved about a month ago with helping to look for funding to resurface the tennis courts. She found out that the county Special Service District had money for this project, so she filled out the application and went for it. The problem was they met prior to the Loa Town Council meeting so she spoke with the mayor to see if it was okay to go after the grant. It had to come from the town not an individual. He gave her the go ahead, so she did it. She got a bid, and it was $50,000. She asked for a grant for this amount. She was approved by them, but she of course didn’t have the mayor’s signature because the council hadn’t met yet until tonight. As you can see from the numbers, the town had to come up with some money in it so that amount is $8500 and then she had $1500 in local donations. This wouldn’t be completed until after next June’s budget so they would have time to add it to their budget if they didn’t have it done now. The Special Service District said that to save the place for the contract, a $10,000 deposit must be put down. They were willing to do that for this project. This would also hold the price so it would not rise. What the company bid on was what it would be guaranteed with the deposit. So, of course Gina needs the town’s approval to accept the grant and to go to the next meeting with the district to move forward. Bart asked what the town budgeted in recreation. Michelle went and looked, and they had budgeted $10,000 for special projects for the park so the $8500 fit in the budget this year. Gina said oh yeah one last thing the district’s budget ends in December, and they only had $31,000 leftover for this year. They will be holding a public hearing in December for next year’s budget, and this would be on that agenda to get the rest of the money to meet the $50,000 request minus the town’s part and the donations of course. They will finalize everything for the park at that meeting. Gina said she doesn’t live here anymore and probably wouldn’t be able to attend that meeting if someone from the town could go to that meeting. Michelle said she can go if she knows when it is. She will contact Colleen and find out. The mayor calls for a motion to accept the application and grant made from the Special Service District for the resurfacing of the tennis courts. Bart makes a motion to accept the application and grant money from the Special Service District for resurfacing the tennis courts. Don seconds the motion to accept the application and grant money from the Special Service District for the resurfacing of the tennis courts. All others voted in favor. Motion carries. Gina just asked the mayor to sign the copy and she will come pick it up tomorrow to give it to the district. She thanked them and they thanked her for applying. 

The next item up is Val Rees representing Harward and Rees. He gave them a little drawing, but he said I have come to ask if the town council would allow us to put a line in and a meter out to our gravel pit. The line would be approximately 3,000 feet from where the line is now and to the gravel pit. The mayor asked what the elevation at the pit was. Val said he wasn’t sure; he could probably look it up. He said I think the pressure there is only 12-15 pounds. He said they would probably have to install a booster pump at the pit or somewhere on the line to get adequate pressure. The mayor asked Matt what the deal was with booster pumps? Are they allowed in the culinary system? Matt said he would need to find out from the state. Bart said I thought I remembered Gary Brian wanting to build out there when they owned the property, and he couldn’t do it because he was higher than the tank. Val said no they aren’t higher than the tank, he would guess they are probably 30’ lower than the tank at the floor of the pit. The mayor said I know we can’t allow anything over 7200’ from what he remembers. Val said it won’t be that high. Val said it will take some engineering to see what the booster pump would do and how it would affect the system. He has seen them installed that way in other systems, but he would need to get more information on them. Bart said just reminding everyone when Eric wanted to go across the road and Dale, we were going to require a 10” line out to there from the 8” line. The mayor said yeah because we were going to loop that way with the line, so it only made sense to have them put in what was needed. Ryan said yeah, they can still do that and go 10” to the corner like we wanted the others to do. The line now is 8” from the rodeo grounds to the corner but the council had told Dale that he would need to upgrade to a 10” for his subdivision as it went in so they would need to require that in this circumstance too. Ryan said that is fine, they can go with a 10” to the stop sign. Michelle read the out-of-town water hookup resolution that the town had passed in 2020 to remind them of what they required of people. One was to have it engineered and pay for that study to be done, inspections should be done in accordance with the State Division of Drinking Water. All main lines should be a minimum of 8” in diameter and the piping and valves must be approved by the town. The lines must be properly disinfected and tested prior to being put into service. All culinary main lines must be of proper depth and bedded in sand or soil which meets inspection requirements at a minimum of 6” of cover. The developer or property owner is also responsible for the fire hydrants, and they should be installed at frequencies set by the fire code. The line will not be taken over until after one year of being in service and passing all laws and rules. Val asks what the requirement is on fire hydrant spacing, Matt said 500’. That can be something that the engineer can figure out as far as locations for them. Michelle asked what size meter they were thinking of doing. Val said probably a 2-inch meter. As things stand no decisions were made about this meter installation. Val will need to come back when he has it engineered, and more specifics are figured out. Matt will also do some checking on boosters. Val said if the booster is not allowed then they may need to put a tank at the pit and boost their own and have a float on it. Ryan said it would benefit the town more if they put it at the bottom to pressurize that line. Val had checked on easement from UDOT and they would provide one if it’s for the town system not a private individual. The mayor asked what about the booster pump, would the town have to acquire it and pay for the bills on it? How would that work? Val said Harward and Rees would probably have to pay for that. Then whoever was benefiting from the line would have to help with that cost. Michelle will check with Val next month to see if he is ready to come back then.

The next person on the agenda is Warren Johnson. He is making a call to the council. Michelle explained that he hadn’t paid his water bill in a year. She had sent disconnect notices and they came back to her. She checked with the county for the address, and it was the same they had too. They had no phone number, and she couldn’t find anything either. She then sent him one last certified letter informing him that his meter would be turned over to the town if no contact was made by a certain date. The date passed and the letter came back to her. She received nothing by the date, so she had Matt pull the meter. Then he suddenly received a postcard water bill that he picked up. He paid for it then called to see why his meter was off. Michellle finally had a number for him, so she called him and told him that his meter had been pulled and the check came too late. He was not happy. He claimed that he never received anything from the town and that was his meter, they had no right to pull it. She explained that he had not paid in over a year and they have a resolution to recall meters after 6 months. She said she had tried everything to get bills and letters to him. He claimed that he receives things from the county but not Loa Town. She explained that she has the same address that the county has. She told him the address and he said it was the correct address, but he still never gets anything and it’s the post office’s fault. She said she was sorry that he never received anything, but it was not the town’s fault that he had not paid in over a year and that this was the first time he had called. She never had a number to contact and neither did the county. She said that the bill that he received finally was old and that he would still owe three more months on top of what he had paid. But she could not have Matt turn the meter back on unless the council approved it. She said that if someone has their meter pulled then they must pay for the purchase price of a new meter at that time. He would need to ask the council if they would make an exception. He could not physically come to the meeting, so she had him call to talk to them. The amount he paid was 566.77 but his meter was pulled so the program didn’t bill him for June, July, and August. He would still owe $120 for those months plus fees if he was to be current. To reconnect it is $750 but to buy a new meter it is $1785 which is what the resolution states. 

Warren called and said we have a bit of a complication on my bill, this was the first bill I got, and it was $566.77. He said Michelle said that any certified letters she sent came back but this bill made it to him. I paid on 9/11 after I received it. I got it paid as soon as I got it. But it’s not my fault that it’s the first one. He said he has a problem with them taking his meter. He said I don’t know how you do it now but 35 years ago, they charged me for the meter, they said I had to buy the meter and then they charged me to hook up the meter. If you have taken my meter, you’ve taken my meter that belonged to me. The mayor said yes, we did, and the meter does not belong to you. Ryan added that is a hook up fee, that gives you access to the water from the town. The town owns the meter. Warren said I paid $500 for the meter and another couple hundred to hook it up. That meter was mine. Michelle said what you paid for was an impact fee and a connection fee that is what everyone pays to have water. He said, well, they told me I was buying the meter. Ryan said, well, that is incorrect. Ryan said we have upgraded meters twice in those 35 years and you didn’t pay for those. That is because you don’t own the meter, the town does. You paid for a right to use the meter, but you lost the right when you didn’t pay for a year. Ryan said you didn’t buy the meter that is currently in there. Warren argued that he was told he purchased his meter. Ryan said, well, whether that is what they told you or not doesn’t apply now. That was 35 years ago. The town purchased new meters and installed them, and you didn’t pay for those upgrades. That is because you paid years ago for the right to use the town’s water. Warren said, well then someone lied to me 35 years ago. Ryan said there is nothing we can do about that. Chris said you obviously anticipate a monthly bill, correct? Warren said I expected a bill for my water, but I didn’t get one. Don said so would you not make it prudent to find out why. Chris said why did you not call? He said because I can’t get a hold of anyone there. Michelle said I have had no messages from you ever so if you couldn’t get a hold of me then why didn’t you leave me a message. When you finally called, I was able to return your call because I had a message. Warren said I have never seen anyone there in the day only at 11 pm at night. Michelle said you don’t live here so I am not sure how you would know how often we are here. It has been a whole year since you paid. You called finally and I returned your call immediately. Warren said, well, maybe I haven’t called in the last year, but I have called. Michelle said we are talking about the last year, that is when you stopped paying. Chris said Warren you knew you had a bill to pay so you pay it. That is your responsibility to pay the bill. If you don’t pay the bill then you get turned off, if you still don’t pay then we take the meter out. You didn’t pay, it is your own fault. Warren said, okay, then how much are you going to rape me for the meter now so I can get hooked back up. The mayor asked how much he owes still from what he paid and what he wasn’t charged for. She said, well $120 without any fees would pay for the three months he has been off. Don said you know the point we are trying to make is you said you have been on the water system for 35 years and 34 of those years you paid your water bill but then this last year you just stopped paying. Warren said I already sent a check to catch up. What are you guys going to rape me for now so I can get my water turned back on? Michelle said you need to pay an additional $120 to catch you up to August, then Matt can reconnect it. Ryan said how are we going to be assured that you are going to keep paying and that you are going to receive the bill? Michelle said I am now going to email him the bill and I have his phone number so I can contact him now. Bart said if you don’t receive a bill, know that you still owe it. That is your responsibility not ours. Bart said we can understand a few months but going a whole year is not okay. Michelle will let him know when the water is able to be turned back on. Chris said let’s make sure in the future you pay every month, and we won’t have this problem again. Warren said give me a couple more months and I will send you $500 and make sure I am ahead. Michelle said great thank you. No more discussion as had with Warren. 

The mayor said, Matt what do you have for us. He said I don’t have the arsenic for September yet, but I have August. He said the blend is .99, #2 is .97 and #3 is .111, it is still high and has been for a few months. He is messing with it to see if he can get it to come back down. He got the tree removal bid for the cemetery; it is $950 with stump ground down. They said it would be a few weeks but it has been about that long since he got the bid so they may be ready to go. Michelle mentioned that the elms by the tennis courts are getting worse too, but Gina said they were on the Brown’s side. She mentioned it to Jesse. Matt said I can talk to Jesse and help clean them up. He said he needed to cut some by the firehouse again anyway. Matt said speaking of Jesse, he and James want to put a 2’ dump bucket for a headstone on Leon’s grave or a small dozer track making it look like a miniature version of his entranceway. Michelle asked if it would affect the lawncare? It would be on a cement pad so it should be like other headstones in size and everything. It’s not going to be any bigger than the other headstones, just unique. He doesn’t see that it will be an issue. The mayor said if they can do it to fit it in just like all the other headstones then he doesn’t have a problem with it. Bart is okay with the mini bucket or track if it doesn’t affect the lawncare and is the same size as the headstones. Matt took a water sample to Richfield and stopped in the health dept. and talked to their engineer Chartier and with the form Matt filled out for the new lead and copper rule, we could be about ready for the next phase. They are going to push sampling and get averages off that to narrow down in neighborhoods to hold the homeowner’s lines. Matt said we have pics of all our service lines from our water project so that we can just go in and start sampling. Matt cleaned the drains last night, and had to pull his sonitudes, because they were soaked. He drilled holes in the kiosk at the park. The mayor said, “what about signs?” He is getting them in, and he located the culvert at Neff’s so he can get it cleaned out. There was an irrigation leak done by Don New and Shirley Hanscom that surfaced by Brown Bros following the conduits. Matt had two different lawn mower bids from the same company. One was $17,000 something and $19,000 something. Michelle accidentally left the lawn mower bids off the agenda so they will have to do it next month. Bart asked about the tree in front of Don O’Brien’s do we need to talk to him about taking it down or just take it down. It’s in the town right of way and it’s blocking view. The mayor suggests talking to him first. Matt said he will take out the one down by the Maxfield home too and Mike Maxfield wants to put gravel in that area where the trees are once, they are removed. Matt told him that was fine. The mayor said you need to hit the streets one more time with the mower. The mayor said potholes are forming again by the post office. Matt said I ended up getting the rest of my order from Gary for those. He said the posts on the entrance way at the cemetery fell over. Bart said I think you need to just take them down. Chris said she agreed. Bart said if there is a plaque, we can put it down by the kiosk or something. Bart said we should just put in a larger cattle guard and nice pole fence or something instead, it’s too narrow how it is. No decisions were made about what to do instead of the entranceway. It may need to be added as another agenda item. 

Mayor Grundy asks for motion to approve August minutes. Don motions to accept the August minutes. Bart seconds the minutes for August. All others voted in favor. Motion carries. 

Mayor Grundy asks for a motion to approve the accounts payable for September, Bart motions to approve the accounts payable for September. Chris seconds the motion to approve the accounts payable for September. All others voted in favor. Motion carries. 

Bank recs., standard financial reports, deposits, and delinquent water lists are all approved by signature of all town board members. Michelle also has them make sure all the checks written match the reconciliation’s as well.

The council did not feel like they were ready to pass the water ordinance 2023-09-14. They felt like they still needed to have more discussions with Jared and about it before they were comfortable passing it. No motions were made, water ordinance 2023-09-14 was not passed. 

The P/Z Commission held a public hearing and approved and recommends that the ADU-IADU Regulations Ordinance 2023-09-07 be approved by the town council. After some discussion on ADU-IADU Regulations Ordinance 2023-09-07 and a few minor changes were made, which Michelle and Brock have taken note of and will add the changed copy with the minutes. The mayor calls for a motion to pass the ADU-IADU Regulations Ordinance 2023-09-07 with the changes they made. Ryan motions to pass the ADU-IADU Regulations Ordinance 2023-09-07 with the changes they made. Bart seconds the motion to pass the ADU-IADU Regulations Ordinance 2023-09-07 with the changes. Chris votes in favor. Don votes in favor. No one opposed. Motion carries, ordinance passes. 

[bookmark: _Hlk147502601]Michelle told them that months ago they updated their general plan, in doing so they changed the lot size from 1/3 acre to ½ acre for all zones, however the changes was not reflected in the zoning ordinances themselves. The agriculture zone was a zone that was never shown on the map and never used so it was also not in the updated general plan, but the change was not in the zoning portion. The P/Z recommends that the council approve ordinance text changes for Section 2-6-105, Section 2-6-405 and the entire chapter 2-6 Part 1, Agriculture Zone to be consistent with the updated general plan. The council thought this was a good idea and the mayor calls for a motion to approve the ordinance text changes for Section 2-6-105, Section 2-6-405 from 1/3-acre lot to ½ acre lot for all zones and then removing Chapter 2-6 Part 1, Agriculture Zone to be consistent with the updated general plan. Don motions to approve the recommendations on zoning ordinance text changes made by the Loa P/Z on the noted zones to be consistent with the updated general plan. Ryan seconds the motion to approve the recommendations on zoning ordinance text changes made by Loa P/Z on the noted zones to be consistent with the updated general plan. Chris votes in favor. Bart votes in favor. Motion carries, changes to the text will be made. 

[bookmark: _Hlk147502908]Michelle received the appraisal fee price for the appraisal of the civic center. The amount is $3500. The county has requested that Loa pays half the cost of the appraisal. The town attorney would like them to be sure to have a conversation with the appraiser when he comes so they know exactly how he is going to get the appraisal value. Michelle can ask him to let her know when he is coming. The council thought this was a good idea. The mayor calls for a motion to accept to pay half the cost of the appraisal fee for the civic center with the stipulation that the appraiser comes and talks to them about how he handles the appraisal. Chris motions to accept to pay half the cost of the appraisal fee for the civic center with the stipulation that the appraiser comes and talks to them about how he handles the appraisal. Don seconds the motion to accept to pay half the cost of the appraisal fee for the civic center with the stipulation that the appraiser comes and talks to them about how he handles the appraisal. All others voted in favor. Motion carries. 

Michelle informs the council that their decision to temporarily close 100 E for the school was made without following the proper procedure. It is added as an agenda item this month to get a motion to hold a public hearing on the road closure after proper advertising for 4 weeks and letters are mailed to everyone within ½ mile of the street are done. Along with notices posted at the town office, county office and the elementary. The attorney is still advising against any road closures, but they will hold a public hearing and decide. The mayor calls for a motion to hold a public hearing about the road closure on 100 E. for the school. Bart motions to hold a public hearing about the road closure on 100 E. for the school. Ryan seconds this motion to hold a public hearing about the road closure on 100 E. for the school. All others voted in favor. Michelle will get it noticed.

Michelle received bids for the cemetery mapping program. The Spatial Generations one was the one we originally had, his bid was $5000 to integrate the program to their online version, $1150 yearly which may increase. Sunrise total cost to move everything would be $4900 and their yearly fee is $800 for one editor, $1300 for two. She doesn’t see why they would need two though they can both just use the same program. Sunrise is also who we are going through with our water system so that would make it easier to have the same guy over both programs helping us. He is also in Richfield instead of Orem. Sunrise price is the lower of the two. The mayor asks for a motion to accept Sunrise’s bid for the cemetery program. Don motions to accept Sunrise’s bid for the cemetery program. Ryan seconded the motion to accept Sunrise's bid for the cemetery program. All others voted in favor. Motion carries.

The last thing on the agenda is to have some discussion on the annexation agreement. No decisions need to be made, just discussion. Chris mentioned the open space being quite large to ask for. She said when they were going over the subdivision ordinance in P/Z, they felt like ½ acre seemed plenty. The agreement says 1 to ½ acres. Don said I sit on an acre and it’s not that much. ½ acre is just a normal lot size. Ryan agreed that 1 acre wasn’t really that big depending on what they did with it. Michelle said section 6 seems to be one that needs to be discussed. She reads the first part: Town Approval of Street Plan within the Annexed Property, Payment of Road Improvements: The location and size of the streets shall be determined by mutual agreement of the Town and the party who develops the Annexation Property. If the Town and Developer cannot agree on the location and size of streets, then no development of the Annexation Property shall occur or be approved. Nothing in this section should be interpreted as waiving any of the street requirements set forth in Town Code and other applicable laws and regulations. Developer of the Annexation Property is responsible for all costs and expenses associated with the construction of roads in the Annexation Property. 

Elise said we just need to be very clear on what we want on the streets, not vague. Ryan said we don’t want this subdivision to turn into what the dairy in Fremont looks like. Michelle said she has several people tell her that same thing. They are very concerned about how the one in Fremont looks. The mayor says I think if he oils the streets that will help. Do we have him do curb and gutter and asphalt curb to curb? Bart says I think if you require that then the rest of the town will want the town to do the same thing. Ryan said I know one of the problems in the Fremont one is the drainage. They did nothing to help the drainage up there. We need to make sure they have a good, engineered drainage system set up so that isn’t a problem in this one. There are no ditches or anything in the Fremont one and now the county has this burden on them. The recommendation from advisors was to get what you can get from the developer because if not it becomes the town’s problem. You of course need to be fair but be very careful about what the town will be responsible for when it’s all done. Ryan said we also need to consider that if have them curb and gutter and do sidewalks on all those lots that is expensive, and the lots will have to be priced higher to accommodate that. People can’t afford to purchase lots right now as it is. That also sets a precedent for anyone else that subdivides. They may not be able to afford to add all of that. We must require what is necessary of course but also what is reasonable. Brock said the current subdivision ordinance that P/Z has been working on does not require curb and gutter so this annexation agreement probably should have that same standard. Granted this one is much larger than any Loa has ever done or probably ever will do. It has a big impact on the town. Dane had said that the phase around the church will have curbs and gutters but the others he did not mention that they would. The council all agreed that they really need to see what Leavitt’s plan on doing for drainage. They would like to see a plan for it, and it needs to be engineered. Ryan said we need to ask for an engineered drainage plan for the roads because that can be a huge problem. They want to request asphalt throughout because that isn’t something the town can afford, and it will make the lots look nice and be easier to maintain when the town takes over. The max the state allows for asphalt is 32’ so that is what they want to require. Michelle asked what about lighting do you want lighting? Bart said I think every intersection should have it. They remember talking to Dane about having lighting and he seemed good with it at the time. They would just listen to Garkane and do them like the rest of the town has been done. Bart said we need to make sure South-Central fiber is installed too just like Garkane. They need to have the infrastructure in prior. Where Garkane is written we need to add communications to that too, it’s in section 12. They need to have a plan for that as well. They talked about setbacks, and they feel like the current setbacks in our ordinances are a little more than they need to be in the front especially. That will be something the P/Z can investigate changing. For now, they must use what is written. Michelle reads the first part of the water portion of the agreement. 

1. Each residential connection will be required to transfer 0.448 acre-feet of water right to cover indoor use in accordance with Division of Drinking Water standards. The water right change application shall include an associated minimum flow allowance of 0.56 gallons per minute per ERC

2. Each n

on-residential connection such as commercial, institutional, or industrial connections will be reviewed on a case-by-case basis and will be required to transfer enough water right to cover the anticipated annual indoor and outdoor usage on an Equivalent Residential Connection (ERC) basis. They are going to leave this in and have Jared consult on it. 

The council liked a portion from the water ordinance section 5 about storm water and engineering requirements and wanted it to be added to the annexation agreement. Brock will add that to send to Elise too. 

Ryan asked Brock to do a run down of the changes we have made. Brock said I have taken out curbs and gutters and sidewalks and added asphalt to everything. He has added an engineered drainage design which will include a road profile that allows for proper drainage as part of the design. He has added that we need to put some language in here about fiber. Bart said Dane needs to figure out how to get that water over into Spring Creek going across Jacksons or into the town’s drainage. It is not going to go to the McClellan ditch like Dane stated in some early meetings. It’s not even close to that. Ryan said it should be able to go down into the town box. The water right one is something they are going to have to rely on Jared to come up with what is needed there. He understands it and will be looking out for the town’s best interest. That seems to cover the concerns that they all have. The biggest concerns are still roads and water and those must be part of the agreement before they can accept the annexation. 

Mayor calls for a motion to adjourn the meeting. Ryan motions to adjourn. Don seconds the motion to adjourn. All others voted in favor. Motion carries.


