
MURRAY CITY-SCHOOL COORDINATING COUNCIL  
MINUTES 

 
The Murray City School Coordinating Council met on Wednesday, April 12, 2023, at 4:45 p.m. at the 
Murray City Center, 5025 South State Street in the Council Chambers. 
 
Board Members Present:           
 
Murray City Council     
Pam Cotter – President - Conducting   
Diane Turner     
Garry Hrechkosy  
Phil Markham 
Rosalba Dominguez - Excused 
 

School Board 
Elizabeth Payne – Vice President  
Jill Weight 
Jaren Cooper  
Kelly Taeoalii  
Kami Anderson

 
Others Present:             
Mayor Brett Hales     
School Superintendent Jennifer Covington 
Jennifer Kennedy 
Doug Hill 
Tammy Kikuchi 
Chief Burnett 
Richard Reese 
Kim Sorensen 
Bruce Holyoak 
Lori Edmunds 

Soni Hirasuna 
Loran Pasalich 
Crystal Brown 
Pattie Johnson 
Adam Hock 
Sheri VanBibber 
Bob VanBibber 
 
 

 
Welcome – Approval of Minutes 
Ms. Cotter began the meeting at 4:45 p.m. by welcoming everyone in attendance.  
 
Ms. Cotter asked for approval of the minutes from January 11, 2023. Mr. Hrechkosy moved to approve 
the minutes; Mr. Cooper seconded the motion. All were in favor of approval. 
 
Murray City Parks and Recreation Report – Kim Sorensen 
Mr. Sorensen began his report by presenting four handouts to the room which included a list of youth and 
adult programs, cultural events, and activities provided by Murray Parks and Recreation and an overview 
of the areas in which Murray Parks and Recreation work in conjunction with Murray School Districts sport, 
recreation and cultural arts needs. Mr. Sorensen then summarized the areas of focus for Murray Parks 
and Recreation which are community sports, recreation, leisure, and activities that serve the citizens of 
Murray City.  (See Attachment #1) 
 
Mr. Sorensen reported on the City Parks that the School District uses for a variety of activities throughout 
the school year which are maintained by the Parks and Recreation. Department (See Attachment #1).  He 
reviewed the Youth Recreation Programs supporting Murray High School sports. 
 
Mr. Sorensen spoke of the current and future status of The Ken Price Ball Field and the overall feasibility 
of this venue.  He stated the Ball Park is 50 years old and according to the architectural survey which was 
conducted two years ago to complete renovations to maintain the current field could cost as much as 6 
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million dollars.  Mr. Sorensen stated there are primarily three groups that use this facility.  The first group 
is the Murray Schools Baseball Programs which used the field 59% - 70% of the time between 2021-2023.  
Second, The Babe Ruth Youth Baseball Program used the field 24% of the time in 2021, 3% of the time in 
2022 (a total of 6 times) and will use the field 15% of the time in 2023.  The third group is an Adult Baseball 
League which rents the facility around 20% of the time when it would otherwise go unused.  
 
Mr. Sorensen asked if anyone had any comments or questions for him.  Council Member Garry Hrechkosy 
asked about the Youth Football League.  Mr. Sorensen stated that youth football, Murray Soccer Club, as 
well as Little League Baseball, are competitive leagues that are run by volunteer organizations and the 
Parks and Recreation Department collaborates with these leagues to provide needed services such as 
lining and maintaining the fields. 
 
Council Member Phil Markham asked if there would be value in coordinating with Salt Lake County 
Recreation.  Mr. Sorensen stated there would be value in this collaboration. 
 
A School Board Member then asked whether there would be value in creating a committee to coordinate 
with the School District, Parks and Recreation, and the Competitive leagues in Murray.  Mr. Sorensen 
agreed this would be helpful. 
 
Business Items: 
• Community and Economic Development Report – Jared Hall (See Attachment #2) 

° Mr. Hall presented handouts to the group and began by discussing Accessory Dwelling Units 
(ADUs).  He explained the Planning Commission and the City Council had recently approved a 
change to ADU requirements by decreasing the required lot size for Detached ADUs to increase 
these types of residences within the city.  Currently, the city has 88 approved Detached ADUs and 
4 new approved units for the year 2023.   
 
Mr. Hall presented the newly approved residential developments for 2023.  These projects include 
Ridges at Murray which will have 66 townhomes, Murray Station with 6 townhomes, and Tripp 
Lane Subdivision with 12 lots.  He went on to present the developments currently under 
construction.  These include Murray Heights with 31 townhomes, 4800 Lofts with 365 apartment 
units plus commercial, The Vine with 96 units plus commercial, Bullion Place with 60 townhomes, 
and The Current with 305 apartment units plus commercial. Mr. Hall then presented various 
developments that are under review or in different stages of approval within the city.  Mr. Hall 
stated two major projects are coming up for consideration in the next year, the AISU School/ Fun 
Dome/ Galleria site and the old city hall building at 5025 S. State St.   
 
Council Member Markham asked the School Board Members for their overall thoughts regarding 
the additional housing coming into the district and whether these plans impact their schools.  
Superintendent Covington stated, as of now the new housing developments that have been 
completed in the School District have had no impact on the declining student enrollment within 
the district and is concerned that Murray City is not attracting families with school-age children 
at this time.  Council Member Cotter asked if the declining enrollment has led to empty classrooms 
in the schools.  Ms. Covington replied that some empty classrooms are now being used for 
Itinerant Services but the increased space has enabled the district to implement all-day 
kindergarten.   

• Police Report – Chief Craig Burnett 



Murray City-School Coordinating Council  
Minutes of April 12, 2023  Page 3 
 

° Chief Burnett reported most of the schools are not having issues. However, a few of the 
concerning trends they have seen over the winter were at Hillcrest Jr. High with former students 
returning to the campus after school and causing problems.  He stated at Murray High School 
the Police Department has tried to minimize their involvement as much as possible because the 
Peer Court program they are currently using at the school has been very effective thus far and 
helps to keep kids out of the judicial system. Chief Burnett reported on an incident at the High 
School in February involving what turned out to be a fake firearm. He reported this incident was 
handled quickly and effectively.  The School was put into lockdown, police were on site in 
minutes and the incident was resolved within an hour.  
 

• Mayor’s Report – Mayor Brett Hales 
° Mayor Hales began his report with an update on the Old Murray Theater project.  He stated it is 

a big project but is progressing well with an expected finish date sometime in the summer of 
2024.  He also stated the new City Hall building open house will be on June 29, 2023, and city 
employees will begin moving over to the new building beginning in the middle of May.   
Mayor Hales reported on the extensive flooding preparation that has been completed around 
the city as well as the free residential sandbagging sites throughout the city and many volunteer 
programs and procedures that are in place, if and when needed in the upcoming months.  
Superintendent Covington reported that the School District has also been working to shore up 
the schools and the Nature Center in case of flooding and 400 extra sandbags are ready to go.  
Ms. Covington stated the High School Football team wants to volunteer their help and will be on 
hand to assist in the case of emergency when, and if, needed. 
 

• Superintendent’s Report – Jennifer Covington (See Attachment #3) 
° Ms. Covington began her report by passing out handouts to the group.  She wanted to begin by 

thanking the city for allowing the school district to install LTE Network equipment on the Murray 
City Tower.  This helped to provide internet access to all students living within the city.   
 
Ms. Covington reported on the new Standard Response Protocol.  This protocol demands a 
specific vocabulary but also allows for great flexibility with five specific actions that can be 
performed during an incident. Training on this protocol will occur on June 12, 2023, for all 
Murray City School District Administrators.   
 
Ms. Covington reported on the new legislation regarding Teen Centers in schools.  Teen Centers 
are located in the High Schools and offer assistance to all K- 12 Utah students who are struggling 
to have their needs met due to circumstances beyond their control.  The Teen Centers have a 
food pantry, laundry facilities, shower and toiletry kits, Family Advocate workers, and space for 
mental regulation needs.  Ms. Covington then asked the City Council if they would be interested 
in partnering with the School District to do a Teen Center that is not located on the campus of 
the High School that could reach more of the residents in the city.  Council Member Cotter 
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commented that there is an organization she is aware of that wants to become more involved in 
this area of need and would be willing to collaborate with the schools.   
 
Ms. Covington reported on the Murray City School District Facility Plan.  She stated many 
options are being considered and they will be seeking public input and arranging a third-party 
survey regarding this plan.  Council Member Hrechkosy asked what the timeline is for this plan.  
Ms. Covington stated this plan has many factors under review, including decisions regarding re-
districting so it is difficult to estimate a timeframe.   
 
Council Member Hrechkosy asked how Murray Schools rank with other schools in the state. Ms. 
Covington addressed this question by referring inquiries to www.datagteway.schools.utah.gov 
for Murray School District’s standardized testing and state ranking because this website will give 
the most accurate information based on many factors.   
Ms. Covington addressed the many aspects involved in school safety such as physical, mental, 
and emotional safety.  She stated the schools are utilizing the $1.1 million allocated to Murray 
City School District from the 2022 Legislative Session for enhanced security measures and plan 
to apply for grants to access the $63 million available from the 2023 session.  

Other Items from School Board or City Council Members: 
Council Member Cotter commented on the positive experience she had at both Riverview Jr. High 
and Murray High School while attending their theater presentations. 

 
Internal Business Items:  

Ms. Cotter announced the next meeting would be held on October 11, 2023, in the new city hall 
building. 

 
Adjournment: 6:26 pm 
 

Crystal Brown 
Council Office Administrator I 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.datagteway.schools.utah.gov/
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	Crystal Brown

