
SOUTH SUMMIT MIDDLE SCHOOL
SCHOOL LAND TRUST PLAN



GOAL: OUR GOAL IS TO HAVE 60% OF 
STUDENTS PROFICIENT IN SCIENCE ON RISE 
ASSESSMENT BY 2027.



MEASUREMENTS

 CURRENTLY, 51% OF OUR STUDENTS ARE SCORING PROFICIENT IN SCIENCE. 

 THE SSMS COMMUNITY COUNCIL HAS DETERMINED TO LOOK AT STUDENTS 
WHO HAVE AN INTEREST IN SCIENCE AND PROVIDE THEM WITH AN 8TH 
GRADE CAPSTONE, PLACE-BASED, EDUCATIONAL EXPERIENCE BY GOING TO 
YELLOWSTONE AS PART OF A SCIENTIFIC TEAM.

 OUR GOAL CONTINUES TO BE TO SEE A 5% INCREASE IN THE NUMBER OF 
STUDENTS WHO APPLY FOR THIS OPPORTUNITY, 

 AND AN INCREMENTAL 5% INCREASE IN THE NUMBER OF STUDENTS 
PROFICIENT ON THE RISE TEST. 

 WITH THE SEED STANDARDS, STUDENTS ARE ASKED TO THINK CRITICALLY 
AND ENGAGE IN A SCIENTIFIC PROCESS. 

 IN ORDER TO PREPARE STUDENTS FOR THE RISE TEST AND EVENTUALLY 
COLLEGE, STUDENTS NEED THE SKILLS NECESSARY TO SUCCEED IN THE 
FIELD OF SCIENCE. 

 STUDENTS ALSO NEED TO INCREASE THEIR WRITTEN AND VERBAL 
EXPRESSION SKILLS.



ACTION PLAN STEPS

BEGIN PROMOTING THE 8TH GRADE YELLOWSTONE CAPSTONE 
SCIENCE TEAM PLACE-BASED EDUCATIONAL EXPERIENCE IN THE 
5TH, 6TH, AND 7TH GRADES.

PROVIDE THE OPPORTUNITY IN MAY 2023 FOR 8TH GRADE 
STUDENTS TO VISIT YELLOWSTONE NATIONAL PARK AS A MEMBER 
OF A SCIENTIFIC TEAM.

COORDINATE EFFORTS FROM SELECTED TEACHERS WITH NATIONAL 
PARKS, COOPERATING SCHOOLS, DISTRICT ADMINISTRATION, 
SCHOOL BOARD, AND TRAVEL AND ACCOMMODATION AGENCIES 
THROUGHOUT THE SCHOOL YEAR.



ACTION PLAN STEPS (CONT.)

OBTAIN ADDITIONAL FUNDING THROUGH GRANTS AND PERSONAL 
FUNDS THROUGHOUT THE SCHOOL YEAR.

TRACK AND ACCURATELY RECORD ALL STUDENTS IN THEIR 
ACADEMIC AND CITIZENSHIP GROWTH.

COMMUNICATE WITH STUDENTS AND PARENTS ABOUT ACADEMIC 
AND CITIZENSHIP GROWTH, PROGRESS, AND EXPECTATIONS 
THROUGH POWERSCHOOL, STUDENT HANDBOOK, TEACHER 
COMMUNICATION, AND PARENT-TEACHER CONFERENCES 
THROUGHOUT THE SCHOOL YEAR.



ACTION PLAN STEPS (CONT.)

 IMPLEMENT A STUDENT APPLICATION PROCESS AT THE BEGINNING 
OF THE SCHOOL YEAR TO BE COMPLETED THROUGHOUT THE 
SCHOOL YEAR, WHICH INCLUDES EVIDENCE OF TRACKING 
CITIZENSHIP AND GRADES, A WRITTEN ESSAY TO EXPLAIN WHAT 
THEIR ROLE WILL BE AS A YELLOWSTONE TEAM MEMBER, AND 
PARTICIPATION IN AN INTERVIEW.

USE BOY, MOY RISE BENCHMARKS TO MEASURE AND MONITOR 
PROGRESS TOWARDS GROWTH FOR THE EOY RISE SCIENCE 
ASSESSMENT.



STUDENT SCIENTISTS
IN

YELLOWSTONE NATIONAL PARK





QUAKE LAKE



PREDATOR/PREY RELATIONSHIPS



VOLCANIC ACTIVITY



THERMAL ACTIVITY



ECOSYSTEM ACTIVITIES



PETRIFIED FOREST
SPECIMEN RIDGE



OTHER ACTIVITIES



THANK YOU
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