


Mission:

To promote a love of reading 
and learning for all ages, and to 
help mitigate potential reading 
and learning loss during the 
summer

Goals:

Participants are:

• Motivated to read

• Have a goal to aspire to

• Are encouraged & have 
positive reinforcement 
from staff at all levels





The Summer Reading Challenge 

launched with three Kickoff events, all 

on Friday, June 2, 5-8 pm 

• Daybreak branch - 586

• Granite branch - 487

• West Jordan branch -
1500

Live music, crafts, games, 

and performances





2018 Key Finding:

• Students who participated in the Summer Reading 

Challenge had a greater increase in DIBELS z-score 

than non-participants.

I liked the encouragement 

from the challenge. It 

reminded me of all the 

wonderful books I can read 

and all the things I can create.

(Child survey)The answer to the 

question, “What did 

you like most about 

the program” was 

overwhelmingly: free 

books and drawing 

prizes.

I like how we got to do fun things 

(reading, playing, etc.) While getting a 

prize for it. I think getting a prize 

makes me want to do those things 

(reading playing) more often.



Summer Programs ranged from partner 

offered programs, to in-house programs, 

to paid presenters. All were a big hit!

Bad Dog Arts at the Holladay branch.

Magic and Mayhem –

Kim’s Creatures at the Millcreek branch.







$5 fine waiver met the Summer of 

1cent late fees for a combo that gave 

grateful families a break not only from 

past fines but from accumulating fines.



They also received 

an entry into the 

drawings for every 

activity completed.

Bonus Round

Participants 

completed at least 

five activities to 

receive a free book.



Rewards

• A free book

• Coupon Sheet

• NHMU Library Days

• BOGO Tracy Aviary

• BOGO Parks & Rec

• Prize Drawings

(Summer Reading) Got me to hang out with my 

friends with the intention of playing and having 

fun, and I could get friends who don't like 

reading to join as well because it could be 

completed in other ways. (Adult survey feedback)

Teen interns 

and volunteers 

helped with 

Summer 

Reading sign-

up at many 

branches.



Library Days at the Natural History Museum of Utah

• Family Days

• Saturday, August 5 - 791

• Sunday, August 6 - 395

• 10 am – 5 pm

• Adult Night

• Wednesday, August 9 -
108

• 5 – 9 pm

Owlexander, scavenger hunt, scratch art CD craft!

Backroom tours on Adult night.



Reading, visiting the 

library and all the 

amazing employees! 

I love the library!! The activities 

that I have been able to 

participate in have been fun, 

educational, well organized 

and helped me connect with 

people in my community.

This program was SO 

well done! My kids 

reminded me it was 

time to read instead 

of the other way 

around. They tried new 

things and we all grew 

together! Thank you!

The librarians were 

great with my kids. 

They were helpful 

and enthusiastic.

It gave me a chance to 

start new genres and 

an excuse to stay up 

reading :)



Summer Reading Was Brought to You By…

Summer Reading Workgroup Marketing and Web Booklists Not to Mention…

Nyssa Fleig Ernest Bourne Laura Berube Facilities – Transporting 

prize books

Cara Shaw – purchasing 

all the prizes! 

Tina Bartholoma –

organizing school 

outreach resources

Lori Neilson Jeff Buydos Elizabeth Weaver

Morgan Olson Leslie Dayley Liz Hanby

Phượng Vũ Claudia Greaves Kickoff

Marissa Hodges DBK: Leslie, Mindy

Sara Neal GRA: Kim, Terresa Branch Staff!! DOING 

ALL THE THINGS!
WJO: Vern, Paula

Lifelong Learning: Cara, 

Leonides

Tayler Allen




