[bookmark: _Hlk97126492]MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE UTAH 
				ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE SERVICES COMMISSION
HELD THURSDAY, AUGUST 31, 2023.


[A copy of the final agenda was posted on the bulletin board at the DABS Administrative Office, emailed to the Salt Lake Tribune and the Deseret News, and posted on the Utah Public Notice Website by 10:00 a.m. on Wednesday, August 30, 2023.]


Chair Tara Thue called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m. 

Commissioners Present:   Tara Thue, Natalie Randall, Juliette Tennert, Tom Jacobson, Jacquelyn Orton, Jennifer Tarazon and Stephen Handy.

Staff Present:   Tiffany Clason, Executive Director; Cade Meier, Deputy Director; and Ericka Evans, Licensing and Compliance Director.

Staff Participating Virtually:   Sean Williford, Finance Director.

Also Present:  Samuel McHenry, Assistant Attorney General.



PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:   

Christy Tallon led the group in the Pledge of Allegiance.


COMMISSION BUSINESS:

Ms. Thue introduced and welcomed Stephen Handy to the commission.  Mr. Handy thanked Ms. Thue and noted he is looking forward to serving on the commission.  


ANNOUNCEMENTS:

Ms. Thue made the following announcements:

[bookmark: OLE_LINK3][bookmark: OLE_LINK4]a.	Proposed Future Meeting Schedule:   (subject to change)
	-	Thursday, September 28, 2023
	-	Thursday, October 26, 2023

b.	Public Comments:
	-	Those present, please complete the form located at the back of the room.
	-	Those participating virtually, please email your name, city, topic, and affiliation (if 
applicable) to hotline@utah.gov by 5:00 p.m. on Wednesday. August 30, 2023.
	-	Comments will be addressed at the end of the meeting.

c.	Holiday Closures:
Liquor stores and the DABS administrative office and warehouse will be closed.
	-	Monday, September 4, 2023 (Labor Day)


FINANCIAL UPDATE: 

Mr. Williford provided an update on the July 2023 financials.  In July, retail revenue totaled $43.5 million, slightly lower than last year’s $43.6 million.  The decrease is most likely due to one less sales day this year as the average daily sales increased by 4%.  The department is currently on track to return $11.25 million to the general fund.  


PARENTS EMPOWERED UPDATE:

Ms. Clason gave an update on the Parents Empowered campaign.  She gave an overview of the Community Partnership Project (CPP) program and how local communities use the grants to create underage drinking prevention campaigns based on their local needs and data.  She also announced that 11 new CPP grants were approved last week.


OPERATIONS UPDATE: 

Mr. Meier announced that a new Rare High Demand Products (RHDP) drawing will begin in September.  Products include Pappy Van Winkle and the Sazerac Antique Collection.  Registration opens September 12, 2023.

Ms. Clason announced that the new licensing and permitting system launched.  The new system will provide a convenient, reliable, and efficient way for licensees to apply and pay online.  Two webinar demonstrations were held with over 200 participants.  

Ms. Clason reminded licensees that airport lounge, arena, on-premise banquet, hospitality amenity, hotel, resort, reception center, full service restaurant, master full service restaurant, and limited service restaurant renewals are due by September 30, 2023.

She also announced the grand reopening of the Harris Avenue store now that road construction on 300 West is finally finished.  The store will host an event today featuring wine education booths where employees will showcase their product knowledge. 


VIOLATIONS:
*Referral Source – Clearfield Police Department (CFPD), Clinton Police Department (CLPD), State Bureau of Investigation (SBI), Tooele County Sheriff’s Office (TCSO), West Valley Police Department (WVPD), North Salt Lake Police Department (NSLPD).

a.	Consent Calendar:

[The following Consent Calendar items include uncontested letters of admonishment (written warnings) and settlement agreements that have been agreed to and accepted by the licensees.  They are considered as a block with one vote unless one of the commissioners requests that any item be removed for individual discussion.]

(1)	Soelbergs Market, Tooele and T.R. and Karlee	*TCSO	(OP)
		Samaniego (employees)

	(2)	Olive Garden #6449, Bountiful and David 	 	*SBI 		(RF)
Berryman (employee) 		

	(3)	Walmart #5234, Clinton and Tracy Brasseaux	*CLPD 	(OP)	
		(employee)
	
(4)	Mi Ranchito, Orem and Kevin Diaz (employee)	*SBI		(RF)
			
(5)	Union Grill, Ogden and Rubicella Vargas-Bahena	*SBI		(RF)
(employee)

(6)	Carlos & Harley’s Fresh Mex Cantina, Eden and	*SBI		(RF)
		Miyuki Cragun (employee)
	
	(7)	Slackwater, Sandy and Titan Wallick (employee) 	*SBI 		(RL)
			
	(8)	Rancho Markets, Clearfield and Ingrid Leon-Finol	*CFPD	 	(OP)	
		(employee)

(9)	Bountiful Bowling, Bountiful 				*SBI		(BE)
			
(10)	Curry Connect, Sandy and Prabhu Appadurai	*SBI		(RL)
(employee)

(11)	WB’s, Ogden and Andrew Marcum (employee)	*SBI		(RF)

	(12)	Lupita’s Mexican Food, Cedar City 			*SBI 		(RF)	

(13)	7-Eleven #35881A, West Valley and Harjit Kaur	*WVPD 	(OP)	
		(employee)

	(14)	Feellove Coffee, St. George 				*SBI		(RF)
			
(15)	Pinky’s Cabaret, Salt Lake City and Robert Fisher	*SBI		(BAR)
(employee)	

(16)	Quarters Arcade Bar, Salt Lake City and Michael	*SBI		(BAR)
Jacobsen (employee)	

(17)	Huhot Mongolian Grill, Sandy and Cheryl Webb	*SBI		(RE)
		Maucher (employee)

	(18)	Maverik #625, North Salt Lake and Kassandra     	*NSLPD	(OP)
Maucher (employee)
		
	(19)	Black Sheep, West Jordan 				*SBI	 	(BAR)

Mr. McHenry gave an overview of the items on the consent calendar noting they are complete and ready for action by the commission.

Ms. Tennert moved to approve the settlement agreements for items #1 to #19 on the consent calendar.  Mr. Jacobson seconded the motion which passed unanimously. 


LICENSEE RECOGNITIONS:  PASSED UTAH PUBLIC SAFETY SBI COVERT (CUB) INSPECTIONS:   

Ms. Clason reported that since the July meeting, 82 licensees passed the SBI inspections.  She congratulated those that passed and thanked them for following the alcohol safety laws.  


CONSENT AGENDA:   

Ms. Evans gave an overview of all items on the consent agenda noting they are complete and ready for action by the commission.  She also noted that bar establishment and full restaurant license applications will be considered separately due to license scarcity.

 	a.	Approval of the Minutes:
(1)	July 21, 2023 Commission Meeting.
 
b. 	Off- Premise Beer Retailer: 
License Change of Ownership: 
(1)	7-Eleven Store #26999C, Salt Lake City (conditional) (purchase 
agreement August 23, 2023)
(2)	7-Eleven Store #26332E, Sandy (conditional) (purchase agreement 
August 30, 2023)  
(3)	7-Eleven Store #27126D, Salt Lake City (conditional) (purchase 
agreement August 30,2023)
(4)       7-Eleven Store #41172a, Lehi (purchase agreement July 27, 2023)
(5)	Fast Stop #1103, Marriott-Slaterville (conditional) (purchase
agreement July 15, 2023) 
 New Applicants:  
(1)	Kum & Go #2516, Herriman (conditional)	
(2)	Kum & Go 2521, Marriott-Slaterville 
(3)	Hampton Inn, Sandy 
(4)	Lucky Mart, West Valley City
(5)	Bob’s Station & Motel, Kanosh

	c. 	Airport Lounge: 
New Applicant:  
(1)	Red Rock Brewery, Salt Lake International Airport (conditional)

d. 	Manufacturing: 
		Change of Location:
(1)	Big Brands Distilling, Springville (Distillery)
(2)	Big Brands Winery, Springville (Winery)
(3)	Chanela Farms Winery, St. George (Winery)

e.	Special Use Permits: 
New Applicants:  
(1)	SMPL Mfg, Draper (Industrial)
(2) 	Painting with a Twist, Salt Lake City (Educational)

f. 	Restaurant Limited-Service: 
License Change of Ownership: 
(1)	Taste of India, Layton
		New Applicant:  
(1)	Asian Star, Salt Lake City (conditional)

g. 	On-Premise Banquet: 
License Change of Ownership:
 	(1)	Holiday Inn, South Jordan (conditional)
                        New Applicant:  
(1)	Squatters Pub Brewery Loft Bar 2nd & 3rd Floors, Salt Lake City
(Restaurant Venue) (will surrender bar license upon approval)

h. 	On-Premise Beer Retailer (Beer Recreational):
		New Applicant: 
(1)	Pin High Cafe - River Oaks, Sandy

	i. 	Restaurant Beer-Only:
		New Applicant:
                       (1)	El Tigre Mexican Food, Kamas City

Ms. Tennert moved to approve all items on the consent agenda.  Mr. Jacobson seconded the motion which passed unanimously.


LICENSE APPLICATIONS CONSIDERATION ITEMS:   
	
	a.	Bar Establishment Applicants:
          		Ready to Operate: 
(1)	The Palace, Salt Lake City  (projected opening 
September 2, 2023; existing bar license on premises will
be surrendered)
 All Other Applicants: 
(1)	Bout Time Pub & Grub, Tooele (projected opening
	August  31, 2023) 
(2)	El Moab Hotel, Moab (conditional) (projected opening September
28, 2023) 
(3)	Aker Restaurant and Lounge, Salt Lake City (conditional) (projected 
opening October 31, 2023)
(4)	Neptune’s Palace, Salt Lake City (conditional) (projected opening 
October 31, 2023)
(5) 	Marquis, Park City (conditional) (projected opening October 31,
2023) 
(6) 	Etta Place Cidery (conditional) (projected opening November 2023)
(7) 	Thieves Guild, Salt Lake City (conditional) (projected opening
January 2024)
(8)	Repeal, Salt Lake City (conditional) (projected opening January
	2024)

Rob Hansen gave an overview of the ready to operate and all other applications.  He noted all other applicant #1 Bout Time Pub & Grub is no longer conditional and is ready to operate.

Ms. Tennert moved to grant bar establishment licenses to ready to operate applicant #1 The Palace in Salt Lake City, and all other applicant #1 Bout Time Pub & Grub in Tooele.  Ms. Randall seconded the motion which passed unanimously.

b.	Full-Service Restaurant Applicants:
          		License Change of Ownership:
		(1)	Holiday Inn, South Jordan (conditional) 
(2)	Stage Coach Grille, La Verkin (conditional) 
(3)	Andy’s Club, Ogden
Ready to Operate: 
(1)	Hyatt House - H Bar, Salt Lake City
(2)	Publik Kitchen, Salt Lake City (violation history)
(3)	Mint Tapas and Sushi 4, Salt Lake City 
(4)	Matteo, Salt Lake City
All Other Applicants: 
(1) 	El Cholo, Salt Lake City (conditional) (projected opening September
25, 2023)
(2) 	STK Steakhouse, Salt Lake City (conditional) (projected opening
October 1, 2023) 
(3) 	Scelto, Salt Lake City (conditional) (projected opening October 23,
2023
(4) 	WildFin American Grill, Farmington (conditional) (projected opening 
October 23, 2023)
(5) 	Root’d Cafe, Riverton (conditional) (projected opening October 30,
2023)
(6) 	Piko Mexican Grill, Salt Lake City (conditional) (projected opening  
November 1, 2023) 
(7) 	Tip Top Club, Salt Lake City (conditional) (projected opening 
January 1, 2024)

Ms. Thue provided a subcommittee report noting they agreed with the assessment by staff.  She also noted that ready to operate applicant #2 Publik Kitchen has a violation history, and #4 Matteo is not ready to operate.

Mr. Jacobson moved to approve conditional ownership changes for #1 Holiday Inn in South Jordan and #2 Stage Coach Grille in La Verkin; and an ownership change for #3 Andy’s club in Ogden.  Ms. Tarazon seconded the motion which passed unanimously.

Mr. Jacobson moved to approve full service restaurant licenses for ready to operate applicants #1 Hyatt House – H Bar in Salt Lake City, #2 Publik Kitchen in Salt Lake City, and #3 Mint Tapas and Sushi 4 in Salt Lake City with the caveat that the commission hear about the violation history for Publik Kitchen before the vote.  Ms. Tennert seconded the motion.

Ms. Thue asked for a representative from Publik Kitchen to address the commission regarding their violation history.  Joe Gee, the General Manager for Publik Kitchen, came forward and outlined the actions being taken to avoid additional violations.

Ms. Thue called for a vote on Mr. Jacobson’s motion to approve full service restaurant licenses for ready to operate applicants #1 Hyatt House – H Bar in Salt Lake City, #2 Publik Kitchen in Salt Lake City, and #3 Mint Tapas and Sushi 4 in Salt Lake City.  The motion passed unanimously.


COMMENTS FROM COMMISSIONERS AND PUBLIC:   

a.	Mr. Jacobson noted he recently completed a S.M.A.R.T. (Server & Management Alcohol Responsibility Training) alcohol server training and encouraged everyone to participate.  

b.	Ms. Thue thanked the department for the customer service help desk training offered to the commission.  She encouraged all licensees and industry members to use the help desk function on the DABS website.

c.	Tanner Strickland Lenart came forward and encouraged the commission to give out conditional full service restaurant licenses.  Conditional licenses give the holder 18 months to open.

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 10:40 a.m.
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