
WALLSBURG TOWN PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING
August 29, 2023 - 7 pm			        MINUTES

1. Call to Order   7:33pm
a. Roll Call: Lucille O’Driscoll, Tammy Graham, Nate Surratt, Travis Defibaugh, Trevor Pulham. 
   Called In: Carrie Mecham

2. Consent Calendar:  Be it hereby moved that the following consent calendar items stand approved:
a. Agenda of the August 29, 2023 Planning Commission Meeting
b. Minutes of the July 27, 2023 Planning Commission Public Hearing
Motion: Travis Defibaugh 		Second: Tammy Graham		Vote: Unanimous

3. Agenda Items:
a. Development Code Revisions – Action Item
i. Review and discuss ideas for the adding/revising determined ridgelines, slope conditions and requirements to the Wallsburg Town Development Code.
ii. Vote to recommend to the Wallsburg Town Council 
Planning Commission members discussed the above. Discussion highlights: 
-Referring to buffer map with 40’ in elevation – we talked last time about any lots on slope over 10% cannot exceed 20 feet in building height above existing grade. Buffer map was created from surveyable points and is a good way to determine elevation. Can someone dispute the map with a survey? They could, this map will help determine the buffer so that people can the location of their house so it would be below the ridgeline. 

-If property owners building is going to be in question, it is their job to show it will not break the ridgeline. These lines are legally definable, because they are created from surveyable points. They can be legally declared by survey. The issue of rolling hills vs ridgelines will be a lot easier to determine and not conflict.

-The face of a building on a 10% sloped lot can still be 30’, not changing the height requirement of the buildings. For example- a building with a walkout basement can be built, but that 10’ needs to be dug down below existing grade. Will add into development code revision that any exposed face of any building cannot exceed 30’ at any point by any measurement.

-Suggestion was made to clear and vote on one item at a time. All agreed.
-All continued to discuss details back and forth on determined ridgelines map, slope conditions and requirements. Discussed to define and clarify specific points on the buffer zone, what they want the final map to look like, and details to add that will make all revisions as clear and as black and white as possible to avoid future issues. Special attention was paid to the importance that these revisions to the code will have to this Town and to help preserve the rural vision. 

Following clarification and discussion, the following motions were made for recommendation to the Wallsburg Town Council at the next Town Council meeting:
-The highest elevation of any structure must be 10 feet below designated ridgeline elevation as determined in Wallsburg Town Ridgeline and Slopes map.
-Motion: Nate Surratt		Second: Carrie Mecham		Vote: Unanimous

- If the structure is on a slope that is 10% or greater, the maximum building height cannot exceed 20 feet from existing grade at any point, measuring vertically.
-Motion: Tammy Graham		Second: Carrie Mecham		Vote: Unanimous
- No structure can have an exposed face exceeding 30 feet at any point from finished grade or existing grade, measuring vertically. With definition of exposed: not covered or hidden; visible.
-Motion: Nate Surratt		Second: Tammy Graham		Vote: Unanimous

-Motion: Lucille O’Driscoll moves to recommend the above revisions to the Wallsburg Town Council
-Vote: Unanimous

b. Development Code Revisions – Information and Discussion Only
i. Review and discuss ideas for revisions to Chapters 1 and 2 of the Wallsburg Town Development Code.
-Not discussed at this meeting. Continued to next meeting.

4. Commission Member Reports (questions, general discussion, assignments)
-Nothing Noted.

5. Schedule Next Planning Commission Meeting
a. Schedule Next Meeting: 
-Tuesday September 12, 7:00pm

b. Call for Agenda items for next Planning Commission Meeting
- Review and discuss ideas for revisions to Chapters 1 and 2 of the Wallsburg Town Development Code.

6. Adjourn
-Motion: Lucille O’Driscoll		Vote: Unanimous
   Time: 8:59pm
AO

