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ESCALANTE CITY COUNCIL MEETING
 SEPTEMBER 5, 2023
REGULAR MEETING – 6:00 P.M.
ESCALANTE CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS - 56 NORTH 100 WEST


Mayor Melani Torgersen called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. in the Escalante City Council Chambers.

Present at said meeting were Mayor Torgersen, Council members Guy Graham, Sally Orme, Marlene Stowe, Chad Lyman, City Attorney Barry Huntington, City Treasurer Nancy Porter 
and City Recorder Stephanie Steed. Council member Lenza Wilson arrived at 6:06 p.m. 

Also present were Jaime Catlett, Leslie Venuti, Tom Mansell, Reed Munson, Karin Simmons, Blaine Porter, Jordon Cottam, Harriett Priska, Roe Cottam, Deputy Jared Dunton, Victory Crawford, Brent Griffin, Ciobanu Cristina, Aradia Diana, Shelbi Johnson, Ty Johnson, 
Louise Eutropius, Ed Okane and Paula McNeill. 

Joe Catlett and Suzanne Catlett joined electronically.

Mayor Torgersen led the Pledge of Allegiance.

ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA
[bookmark: _Hlk10560380]Council member Orme moved to adopt the agenda as written. Council member Graham seconded the motion. Motion carried with Council members Stowe, Lyman, Wilson, Orme and Graham voting aye. 

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF AUGUST 15, 2023 MEETING
Council member Stowe moved to approve the minutes of the August 15, 2023 meeting as written. Council member Lyman seconded the motion. Motion carried with Council members Wilson, Orme, Lyman, Stowe and Graham voting aye. 

PUBLIC COMMENTS
VICTORY CRAWFORD
Mrs. Crawford explained with it being Constitution Month she and Harriett Priska put together an event at the High School on Thursday at 10:00 a.m. with the help of Jeffery J. McKenna. Mrs. Crawford said Mr. McKenna has written a book about the Constitution and our freedom that he will have available at the event. Mrs. Crawford said Mr. McKenna would like to see his book in every school in the Country.

PLANNING AND ZONING ITEMS 
PLANNING AND ZONING UPDATES
THOMAS MANSELL – NEW HOME – 725 WEST 500 SOUTH – RR-1-10
Council member Stowe explained this project. This project meets all the requirements and Planning and Zoning has recommended it for approval. Council member Lyman asked about the drainage. Mr. Mansell said there have been a lot of rainstorms and he has not had any problems with his property flooding. Council member Stowe moved to approve the Municipal Project Approval Form for Mr. Mansell. Council member Graham seconded the motion. Motion carried with Council members Wilson, Lyman, Graham, Orme and Stowe voting aye. 

JAKUB TRAVNICEK & LISA ELDRIDGE – NEW HOME - 48 EAST 1350 SOUTH – RR-1
Council member Stowe explained this project. This project meets all the requirements and Planning and Zoning has recommended it for approval. Council member Stowe moved to approve the Municipal Project Approval Form for Mr. Travnicek and Ms. Eldridge. Council member Orme seconded the motion. Motion carried with Council members Graham, Stowe, Wilson, Lyman and Orme voting aye. 

JESSE BAKER AND STEVE WESTHOFF – CABIN SITE ONE THROUGH TWENTY-FIVE, CLUBHOUSE, PICKLEBALL, POOL/SPLASHPAD AND PAD FOR FOOD TRUCK. – 680 W. MAIN STREET – PLANNED UNIT DEVELOPMENT
Council member Stowe explained this project. Council member Stowe said Planning and Zoning has recommended the Cabin Site one through twenty-five, Clubhouse, Pickleball, Pool/Splashpad and the pad for the Food Truck from phase one to the Council for approval. Council member Stowe explained Mr. Baker would like to change the site for the tents but was told by Planning and Zoning he would have to bring in an updated map of what is complete and what he wants to do. Council member Lyman asked what Mr. Baker wants to do right now. City Recorder Steed explained the Cabin Site one through Twenty-five, Clubhouse, Pickleball, Pool/Splashpad and the pad for the Food Truck that is on the existing map. Council member Stowe moved to approve the Municipal Project Approval Form for Mr. Baker and 
Mr. Westhoff.  Council member Lyman seconded the motion. Motion carried with 
Council members Orme, Stowe, Wilson, Graham and Lyman voting aye. 

JOE CATLETT – NEW HOME ON SINGLE PARCEL SPLIT – 490 S. 200 E. – RR-1
City Attorney Huntington explained he received a copy of the Easement and Quitclaim Deeds on August 30, 2023 and has not had time to meet with the County Recorder to review them. City Attorney Huntington said he is concerned about the easement being from someone different than the deeds. City Attorney Huntington said he would like to see a map to determine if it is the same entry to the property or a different one and to determine if Mr. Porter owns the road. Council member Lyman asked if it is the easement in question. Mr. Catlett said there have been a lot of concerns and questions. Mr. Catlett explained there are four parcels that make up the entirety of the land. Mr. Catlett said Mr. Porter raised a question about one of the parcels but it is not owned entirely by Mr. Porter. Mr. Catlett said the lane was established in 1989, over ten years ago. Mr. Catlett said anyone can drive down the lane and it has been resolved by State Statue and the County has agreed with the easement. City Attorney Huntington said this may all be true but he needs time to make sure it is all accurate. This item was discussed at length and Council member Lyman said he feels that the Council needs to take the advice of our Attorney and give him time to review the Easement and Quitclaim Deeds. Council member Stowe moved to table this item until the next meeting to give City Attorney Huntington time to review the Easement and Quitclaim Deeds with the County Recorder. Council member Wilson seconded the motion. Motion carried with Council members Lyman, Graham, Wilson, Orme and Stowe voting aye. 
 

SCHEDULED ITEMS
THOMAS MANSELL –WATER METER FOR HOME
Council member Graham moved to approve a Water Meter for Mr. Mansell’s new home approved above. Council member Stowe seconded the motion. Motion carried with Council members Lyman, Stowe, Graham and Orme voting aye. Council member Wilson abstained due to being a contractor on this project. 

THOMAS MANSELL – SEWER CONNECTION FOR HOME
Council member Orme moved to approve a Sewer Connection for Mr. Mansell’s home approved above. Council member Graham seconded the motion. Motion carried with Council members Graham, Orme, Stowe and Lyman voting aye. Council member Wilson abstained due to being a contractor on this project. 

JAKUB TRAVNICEK & LISA ELDRIDGE – WATER METER FOR HOME
Council member Graham moved to approve a new Water Meter for Mr. Travick and 
Ms. Eldridge home approved above. Council member Lyman seconded the motion. Motion carried with Council members Wilson, Orme, Graham, Lyman and Stowe voting aye. 

JOE CATLETT – WATER METER FOR HOME
Council member Lyman moved to table this item until the next meeting. Council member Graham seconded the motion. Motion carried with Council members Stowe, Orme, Graham, Lyman and Wilson voting aye. 

HARRIET PRISKA – CONSTITUTION WEEK PROCLAMATION
Ms. Priska presented the Constitution Week Proclamation and read it (attached). Ms. Priska asked Mayor Torgersen to sign the Constitution Week Proclamation. 

KARIN SIMMONS – REQUEST USE OF CITY PARK FOR THE ESCALANTE CANYONS ART FESTIVAL SEPTEMBER 18 THROUGH SEPTEMBER 26, 2023
Mr.’s Simmons said the Escalante Canyons Art Festival would like to request the use of the 
City Park to put the tents up September 18 through September 26 for the Festival. Mrs. Simmons asked the City not to water the lawn during this week. Council member Wilson moved to allow the Escalante Canyons Art Festival to use the City Park September 18 through September 26, 2023. Council member Lyman seconded the motion. Motion carried with Council members Orme, Wison, Lyman, Stowe and Graham voting aye. 

KARIN SIMMONS – STREET CLOSURE ON 100 N BETWEEN CENTER STREET AND 100 WEST SEPTEMBER 22 AND 23, 2023 FOR ESCALANTE CANYONS ART FESTIVAL.  
Mrs. Simmons asked if they could close 100 North between the Pavilion and Center Street on September 22 and 23, 2023 for the Escalante Canyons Art Festival. Council member Lyman     moved to allow the Escalante Canyons Art Festival to close the road on 100 North between the Pavilion and Center Street on September 22 and 23, 2023. Council member Orme    seconded the motion. Motion carried with Council members Lyman, Graham, Stowe, Wilson and Orme voting aye. 


KARIN SIMMONS - ESCALANTE CANYONS ART FESTIVAL DONATION
Mrs. Simmons said the Escalante Canyons Art Festival is asking the City for a $1,000.00 donation to go towards the junior exhibits and the Mayors Award. Council member Orme asked what the extra money is used for. Mrs. Simmons said miscellaneous costs. Council member Stowe moved to donate $1,000.00 to the Escalante Canyons Art Festival. Council member Orem seconded the motion. Motion carried with Council members Lyman, Orme, Wilson, Graham and Stowe voting aye. 
          
DEPARTMENT REPORTS
ADMINISTRATIVE
City Recorder Steed said the Annual Audit has been rescheduled for October 9, 2023.

City Recorder Steed said the budget and financial reports are available for review.

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT
The Public Works Department was not present at said meeting.

FIRE DEPARTMENT
The Fire Department was not present at said meeting. 

COUNCIL REPORTS
MAYOR MELANI TORGERSEN
Mayor Torgersen reminded everyone that this Saturday from 7:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. is the National Day of Service in remembrance of 9/11.Mayor Torgersen explained we will be cleaning Main Street, pulling weeds, trimming trees and cleaning out by the landfill. Mayor Torgersen said lunch will be served at 12:00 p.m. 

COUNCIL MEMBER CHAD LYMAN
Council member Lyman had nothing to report at this time. 

COUNCIL MEMBER LENZA WILSON
Council member Wilson said he has received parts to fix the Airport Gate. 

Council member Wilson said he is replacing the wiring and outlets at the Veterans Monument. 

Council member Wilson said he has ordered new lights for the Community Center, City Office and the Pavilion.  
   
COUNCIL MEMBER GUY GRAHAM
Council member Graham had nothing to report at this time.

COUNCIL MEMBER MARLENE STOWE
Council member Stowe had nothing to report at this time.

COUNCIL MEMBER SALLY ORME
Council member Orme had nothing to report at this time.

UNPAID BILLS
Council member Wilson moved to pay the unpaid bills. Council member Lyman seconded the motion. Motion carried with Council members Stowe, Orme, Lyman, Wilson and Graham voting aye. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION
Council member Wilson moved to go into executive session at 6:37 p.m. for a strategy session to discuss pending or reasonably imminent litigation. Council member Lyman seconded the motion. Motion carried with Council member Wilson, Graham, Lyman, Orme and Stowe voting aye. Present at the executive session were Mayor Torgersen, Council members Graham, Stowe, Orme, Lyman, Wilson, City Attorney Huntington, City Treasurer Porter and City Recorder Steed. 
 
Council member Lyman moved to go out of executive session and back into regular session at 7:40 p.m. Council member Orme seconded the motion. Motion carried with Council members Lyman, Stowe, Orme, Graham and Wilson voting aye. 
 
Council member Stowe moved to adjourn the meeting at 7:40 p.m.
Council member Lyman seconded the motion. Motion carried with all in favor.





_________________________________________Stephanie Steed, MMC
City Recorder
Date minutes approved: 09/19/2023.




