
SANTA CLARA CITY COUNCIL MEETING
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 23, 2023
MINUTES
THE CITY COUNCIL FOR THE CITY OF SANTA CLARA, WASHINGTON COUNTY, UTAH, met for a Regular Meeting on Wednesday, August 23, 2023, at 5:00 p.m. in the City Council Chambers of the Town Hall at 2603 Santa Clara Drive, Santa Clara, Utah. Notice of the time, place, and agenda of the meeting was provided to The Spectrum and to each member of the governing body by emailing a copy of the Notice and Agenda to The Spectrum and also, along with any packet information, to the mayor and each council member, at least two days before the meeting. The meeting will be broadcast via YouTube linked on our website at https://sccity.org/meetings. 
Present:			Mayor Rick Rosenberg

Council Members:		Christa Hinton
				Leina Mathis
				Denny Drake
				Ben Shakespeare
				Jarrett Waite
				
City Recorder:		Chris Shelley

City Manager:		Brock Jacobsen 

Others Present:		Jim McNulty, Planning and Economic Development Manager
				Dustin Mouritsen, Public Works Director
				Gary Hall, Power Director
				Bob Flowers, Police Chief
				Andrew Parker, Fire Chief
				Cody Mitchell, Building Official

1. Call to Order.

Mayor Rick Rosenberg called the meeting to order at 5:02 p.m. and welcomed those present.  	

2. Opening Ceremony.

A. Pledge of Allegiance:  Christa Hinton.

B. Opening Comments (Invocation):  Pastor Joe Doherty, New Promise Lutheran Church, St. George Interfaith Council.

3. Conflicts and Disclosures.

There were no conflicts or disclosures declared. 

4. Working Agenda.

A. Public Hearing.

i. Public Hearing to Receive Public Comment Regarding Updates to the Santa Clara City Water Master Plan and Santa Clara City Water Rates.

Public Works Director, Dustin Mouritsen, reported that the proposed update has been worked on for the past nine months and was presented at previous meetings. No significant changes have been proposed since the last meeting. Population growth projections were reviewed as well as water rights, source capacity, storage, and distribution demands. He referred to page 30 and presented the Project Cost Summary for a total of $8.7 million. He reminded the Council that additional watershed purchases were added to irrigation. Page 35 included the water rate discussed previously and agreed on at the last meeting. The impact fee total was proposed at $3,057 as shown on page 42. 

In response to a question raised, Mr. Mouritsen stated that the current impact fee is $1,973. The proposed increase was $1,084. The impact fee will take place in 90 days, but the water rate will become effective immediately. City Manager, Brock Jacobsen, clarified that the water rate could become effective immediately as the City Council can set the effective date. Most of the time it is effective immediately, however.

Council Member Shakespeare recognized that all of the projects need to be completed at some point. In response to a question raised, Mr. Mouritsen stated that the Crestview Irrigation line has always been an eight-inch line. 

Council Member Waite asked about potentially reducing the culinary tier. Mr. Mouritsen reported that at the last meeting, they decided on $2.35 and then $3.00. It was noted that the resolution specifies $2.35. Council Member Waite asked about the impact fee for townhomes and apartments versus single family. Mr. Mouritsen reported that they decided to go with one impact fee. If it is dropped for multi-family, it will be increased for single-family. There will be one impact fee for multi-family and single-family. For apartment units, it will be based on the usage per unit. 

Mayor Rosenberg opened the public hearing. There were no public comments. The public hearing was closed. 

B. Consent Agenda.

i. Approval of Claims and Minutes:

· August 9, 2023, City Council Meeting.
· Claims through August 23, 2023.

ii. Calendar of Events:

· August 30, 2023, Special City Council Work Meeting Combined with Ivins City Council at 5:00 p.m. at Santa Clara City Hall. 
· September 6-8, 2023, Utah League of Cities and Towns (“ULCT”) Conference.
· September 13, 2023, Regular City Council Meeting. 
· September 20, 2023, City Council Work Meeting.
· September 27, 2023, City Council Regular Meeting.

It was reported that four Council Members will be attending the upcoming ULCT conference. 

Council Member Waite moved to APPROVE the Consent Agenda as presented. Council Member Mathis seconded the motion. Vote on motion:  Council Member Waite-Aye, Council Member Drake-Aye, Council Member Hinton-Aye, Council Member Mathis-Aye, Council Member Shakespeare-Aye. The motion passed unanimously.

C. General Business.

i. Discussion and Action to Consider Approval of the Updated Santa Clara City Water Master Plan. Presented by Dustin Mouritsen, Public Works Director. 

Mayor Rosenberg reported that the request was presented to the City Council and a public hearing was conducted. In response to a question raised, it was reported that the project list will be prioritized based on when funds are available and as impact fees are generated. Mr. Mouritsen confirmed that the new well is the most crucial. 

Council Member Mathis moved to APPROVE the Updated Santa Clara City Water Master Plan, as presented. Council Member Shakespeare seconded the motion. Vote on motion:  Council Member Waite-Aye, Council Member Drake-Aye, Council Member Hinton-Aye, Council Member Mathis-Aye, Council Member Shakespeare-Aye. The motion passed unanimously.

ii. Discussion and Action to Consider Adoption of Resolution 2023-14R Amending the Santa Clara City Culinary & Secondary Water Rates. Presented by Dustin Mouritsen, Public Works Director. 

Gratitude was expressed to staff for the work that has gone into preparing the resolution. 

Council Member Waite moved to ADOPT Resolution 2023-14R, Amending the Santa Clara City Culinary and Secondary Water Rates, as presented, with the rates to go into effect the next billing cycle. Council Member Drake seconded the motion. Vote on motion:  Council Member Waite-Aye, Council Member Drake-Aye, Council Member Hinton-Aye, Council Member Mathis-Aye, Council Member Shakespeare-Aye. The motion passed unanimously.

iii. Discussion and Action to Consider a Partial Plat Amendment for the Viewpoint Subdivision (Lots 4 & 5) located at 1854 & 1860 Red Mountain Drive. Applicant, Robin Linden. Presented by Jim McNulty, City Planner.

The Planning and Economic Development Manager, Jim McNulty, presented the Staff Report and stated that the original plat for the View Pointe Subdivision included 13 lots. The proposed change is to the original configuration of Lots 4 and 5.  On the original plat, Lot 4 was more circular and had more frontage on Red Mountain Drive. The intent was to make the lot more rectangular in shape to allow for a better buildable lot. The lots will remain the same size. Lot 4 will be .44-acres and Lot 5 will be 1.07-acres in size. The home on Lot 5 is approximately 16 feet from the property line that runs north. The distance from the existing home to the property line is 16 feet. The minimum side yard setbacks in the zone are eight and 12 feet. The lot has eighty feet of frontage and is just under one-half acre in size and is in compliance. The setbacks will include a 25-foot front yard with side yards of eight and 12 feet and a rear yard of 10 feet to be consistent with City Code. Prior to the Planning Commission Meeting held on August 10, 2023, staff provided notice to all property owners within the View Pointe Subdivision. No responses were received. 

The City’s reviewing departments reviewed the amended plat, and the following comments were received:

· The Building Department will require a Geotechnical Report for Lot 4 at the time of Building Permit application. 
· The Power Department requires that Public Utility Easements (“PUE”) be shown and required. It was noted that a 10-foot PUE runs along the front edge of Lots 4 and 5. 
· Any PUE that is not needed on the side or rear yard will be abandoned. 
· The applicant will be required to submit a final mylar with signature blocks. 

The request complies with the section of the State Code that includes requirements for a subdivision amendment. Proper notice was sent to all property owners within the plant and the property was posted with a narrative sign. Mr. McNulty reported that a public hearing banner was not posted as this is not a public hearing. Staff recommended that the City Council consider approving the Partial Plat Amendment for Lots 4 and 5 of the View Pointe Subdivision subject to the conditions enumerated in the Staff Report. Mr. McNulty reported that during the public meeting held on August 10, 2023, the property owner, Robin Linden, and his Surveyor, Cody Arnoldson from Rosenberg & Associates, were in attendance. They were made aware of tonight’s meeting but were unable to be present. The applicant agreed to the conditions as he is looking to construct a single-family home on the lot, which is what would be allowed. 

Council Member Drake moved to APPROVE Partial Plat Amendment for Lots 4 and 5 of the View Pointe Subdivision subject to the following conditions:

1. That the applicant be required to comply with the recommendations from all City reviewing departments.

2. That the applicant be required to record the Partial Plat Amendment and provide City staff with an electronic copy.

3. That the applicant be required to submit a Geotechnical Report prior to Building Permit issuance.

4. That a primary residence be built on the lot prior to any accessory structure being permitted on the property.

Council Member Hinton seconded the motion. Vote on motion:  Council Member Waite-Aye, Council Member Drake-Aye, Council Member Hinton-Aye, Council Member Mathis-Aye, Council Member Shakespeare-Aye. The motion passed unanimously.

iv. Consider Approval of Agreement of New Prosecutor, Rick Erickson. Presented by Brock Jacobsen, City Manager.

Mr. Jacobsen reported that approximately one month ago the City Prosecutor for the Justice Court, Eric Gentry, was appointed as a New Judge by Governor Cox. This new position prevents him from continuing to serve as the City Prosecutor. Judge Gentry reached out to Prosecutors who expressed interest in filling the vacancy. Three resumes were submitted, and due diligence was performed. A decision was made to appoint Rick Erickson, who currently works for Washington County and is a colleague of Judge Gentry. Mr. Erickson accepted the proposed agreement and will be appointed to serve as the New Prosecutor for Santa Clara and Ivins. It was noted that the compensation remained the same as for the previous Prosecutor.

Council Member Drake moved to APPROVE the Agreement for the New Prosecutor, Rick Erickson, as presented. Council Member Shakespeare seconded the motion. Vote on motion:  Council Member Waite-Aye, Council Member Drake-Aye, Council Member Hinton-Aye, Council Member Mathis-Aye, Council Member Shakespeare-Aye. The motion passed unanimously.

5. Reports.

A. Mayor/Council Reports.

Council Member Shakespeare had nothing to report.

Council Member Mathis reported that the Heritage Commission met one week ago and is continuing its discussions on creating Design Guidelines that are specific to commercial real estate. The Commission has been charged with finding properties that fit within a time period that they are interested in portraying. It was determined that because there are no commercial properties in the City other than The Merc, it is difficult to determine what the historic area should look like. The Commission Members will go outside the area and look at other towns with the focus being on the years 1900 to 1940. The Heritage Commission will meet again in a few weeks and a joint meeting was scheduled for October 4. Council Member Mathis commented that they are progressing nicely.

Council Member Hinton reported that she sent the City Council notice that the puzzle insert needs to be completed. The input received was submitted to Dowdle. Any changes or additions should be provided as soon as possible. She was recently provided with the first color image for the puzzle and stated that they are on schedule for Swiss Days. 

Council Member Hinton was grateful to Parks Director, Ryan VonCannon for the dog waste stations that have been placed along the trail. She had received positive feedback from residents about them. 

Mr. Jacobsen reported on Swiss Days and met earlier in the day with organizers to review the program for Thursday night. Mayor Rosenberg asked about puzzle piece placers. Council Member Hinton stated that that needs to be decided and stated that 10 to 15 pieces is traditional. She offered to contact Dowdle and ask about cut lines and try to obtain a file that shows them. She was asked by the Parade Committee if they could put the puzzle on a float but was not sure that was workable. Originally, they wanted to put some of the pieces up, which would be temporary. More recently they asked if they could put the entire puzzle there. She did not support that idea. The possibility of printing a large banner of the puzzle was discussed, which could also serve as an advertisement. The importance of not presenting a rendering of the puzzle before the Saturday unveiling was stressed. Council Member Hinton stated that 6,000 puzzles were ordered, and preorders were encouraged. 

In response to a question raised, Mr. Jacobsen stated that earlier in the day there was discussion about allowing someone who comes in for dinner to prepay for a puzzle and go straight to the signature line. In that instance, names will be taken, and purchasers directed to a specific queue. It was noted that orders can be taken now. The cost of the puzzles was set at $25. One of the original puzzles will be in the Mayor’s Office. The possibility of auctioning off larger puzzles was discussed. Council Member Hinton agreed to review the contract with Dowdle. Another option was to include them as part of the Silent Auction. This was thought to be a way to help cover the cost. 

Council Member Drake had nothing to report. 

Council Member Waite reported that he attended a recent Mosquito Abatement District Meeting and stated that West Nile Virus was found in a couple of pools. The District is actively working to contain it. He noted that West Nile has not been in the community for a couple of years but is cyclical. 

Council Member Waite reported on the Utah Associated Municipal Power Systems (“UAMPS”) Annual Conference and suggested that they look at the term of use rates specifically for the owners of Electric Vehicles (“EVs). It would help identify where EVs are in the City. 

Council Member Waite had noticed the sinking near the intersection of Rachel Drive and Pioneer Parkway. He asked if that was the City’s responsibility. Ms. Mouritsen offered to reach out to UTOPIA Fiber and have them top them off. 

Mayor Rosenberg also attended the UAMPS Annual Conference and stated that there were some good presentations. 

Power Director, Gary Hall, was complimented for his efforts as every other community in the area has had outages. Mr. Hall stated that his crew does an excellent job of tree trimming and performing preventative maintenance. 

Mayor Rosenberg indicated that he was unable to attend the recent Council of Governments (“COG”) and Metropolitan Planning Organization (“MPO”) meetings but was able to attend the opening of the Washington County Crisis Center. It is a beautiful building and will benefit the area. 

Mr. Mouritsen reported on Vineyard and stated that all of the infrastructure is in for the intersection for future street, water, sewer, and storm drain. More storm drain work needs to be done as a result of a delay with a gas line that was in the way and had to be relocated. They will begin pulverizing the following Monday and begin grading work for the curb and gutter. The project was on schedule. 

Lance Haynie updated the Council on House Bill (“HB”) 392 and stated that a Work Session was held the previous week on the Emergency Medical Services (“EMS”) tax. There were reservations in that legislative changes were needed. He explained that the votes that include the entire County outside of St. George and Washington City will decide whether it moves forward. The predicament was that if Santa Clara votes no but the rest of the County votes yes, they still get it. That was one change they were looking into. Others included unincorporated areas that were locked in for 10 years. Overall, there was a position to take. The Commissioners were uneasy about it and do not expect it to pass in its current form. Mr. Haynie stated that the City Council can take a position if so desired. 

Mr. Jacobsen added that since it is a County Tax, it is a 1% tax, and a municipality cannot do less than what is passed. Some municipalities want to do less than 1% because it is revenue that they cannot spend. He commented that the City does not have control over whether it goes into effect or not in Santa Clara. If City residents vote against it but the remaining communities vote in favor, it will pass. The opposite was true in that if Santa Clara residents vote in favor of it, but the other communities vote against it, it will not pass. Efforts were underway with Representative Ellison for the upcoming Legislative Session to make changes. There was concern that if they move forward with it on the ballot and it is voted down, even with the changes it will be difficult to bring it up again the next year. Mr. Haynie stated that the majority of stakeholders feel that way. He explained that there is one Special Service District that supports pushing it through. Everyone else seemed to be in agreement. Others he had spoken to were open to changes. He did not expect there to be issues passing it next session. There would be a delay,  however, in generating revenue if not passed now. A vote was expected to be taken the following week. The matter was on the next agenda for discussion after which Council feedback could be relayed to the County. Mr. Haynie commented that one entity is pushing for it to be passed now. 

Council Member Waite expected there to be a better turnout for the next election as it is a Presidential Election. Council Member Shakespeare preferred to hold a Truth in Taxation Hearing and address the issue openly. He stated that this is a tax on everyone, and the City will lose control. He was concerned that the one district that needs it can raise the tax regardless. He suggested the Council exercise caution before getting into a 10-year 1% tax. He stated that if it were to go to a vote, he would not support it. His preference was to pay more in property taxes and control the narrative.

6. Executive Session.

There was no Executive Session.

7. Adjournment.

Council Member Shakespeare moved to ADJOURN. Council Member Mathis seconded the motion. The motion passed with the unanimous consent of the Council. 

The City Council Meeting adjourned at 5:54 p.m.



__________________________________
Chris Shelley
City Recorder

Approved:  					
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