 M I N U T E S 

RICH COUTY Conservation District
Regular Board Meeting, August 9th, 2023
ATTENDANCE:

Conservation District Chair

Candy Cornia, President
Conservation District (CD) Supervisor 
Judy Stuart, Treasurer 

Braden Cornia (absent)
Yale Johnson (absent) 

Cole Weston 
Conservation District Supervisors Absent: 
Braden Cornia and Yale Johnson
Conservation Partners Representatives:
Utah State University Extension, Reganne Briggs  

Taylor Payne, GIP (absent)
Jace Farnsworth, Conservation Planner 

Justin Elsner, District Conservationist (absent)
Jayme Kofed, Conservation Planner 

Conservation District Staff:

Jeanne Weston, Clerk

SUMMARY OF CONSERVATION DISTRICT ACTION

CD MEETING - CALL TO ORDER

Candy called the meeting to order at 6:16p.m.  

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Minutes were emailed prior to the meeting along with hard copies provided at the start of the meeting. Cole made a motion to approve the minutes, Judy seconding and unanimously approved.
AGENDA ITEM

Financial Report-Jeanne Weston

It was stated that currently there is $37,914.42 in the general operating fund. The deposits recorded were: $1,000 for the Auxiliary Scholarship on 6-15, $17.70 of interest on 6-27, $150 for pivot tract filler rental on 7-6, $150 from Norm Weston for pivot track rental on 7-17, $312.00 from Jed Willis Ranch for chain harrow rental on 7-19, and $17.58 for interest on 7-28. The checks that were processed were: Woodruff Stock Association (Woodruff BLM) for $250.00 #235, Woodruff Stock Association (Woodruff Forest) $250.00 #236, UACD Conservation planner wages #240 for $5,832.38, NACD national dues #262 for $101.00, Old Republic Insurance Company #261 for $131.00, State of Utah (entity Registration) for $25.00 #276, UACD (clerk wages) $322.79 #275.

The checks that have not cleared are: Woodruff Stock Association (Woodruff pastures) $250.00 #263, Woodruff Stock Association (USFS Woodruff Allotment) $250.00 #264, Eight Bar Ranches, LLC $250.00 #265, Ace Land and Livestock $250.00 #266, Dry Creek Livestock $250.00 #267, Duck Creek $250.00 #268, Frazier Land and Livestock $250.00 #269, Ron Teichert $250.00 #270, Airo Ranch $250.00 #271, Putnam Ranch $250.00 #272, Barbwire LLC $250.00 #273, and Jade Willis $250.00 #274.
The bill that is outstanding is UACD (planner wages April-June) for $9,118.17.
Cole made a motion to pay the UACD planner wage, Judy seconding, unanimously approved. The check will be made out after the meeting. 
IWJV is going to commit more money for the UACD planner wages so the TA2024 grant can be pulled. Jeanne will email Meg Leader and pull the application following Kristy Davis’s advice. 
Agenda Item
Justin Elsner- NRCS- (Jessica Mason filled in for him)
NRCS is working on contracting, the official deadline is next week. CSP payments will start processing in the near future and they all need to be certified by Sept. 30th. The Logan office is looking to hire two new planners. There have not been any applicants for the Randolph location. Jace explained that it is a group application and Salt Lake is put as the location. He further suggested that applicants will need to request the Randolph location. Nick added that it is always a good idea to stop by and talk to Justin with any questions. There will be a lot of IRA funds coming in which has brought on the need for additional employees.
AGENDA ITEM

Jace Farnsworth- Resource Coordinator
A UDAF update is that Katie Slebodnik is the new Ag VIP coordinator. The Ag VIP deadline is August 30th and there has been one application submitted for Rich County. Zone 1 hired two planners; they will be additional resources for anyone needing help with Water Optimization program.
The Ag VIP dinner is August 16th on the Wellsville, USU farm. There will be a Dutch oven dinner provided.
Water Op program just announced the grants that were funded and there were three in Rich County. Three out of the four that applied were funded. A total of $20 million will be funded and $40 million applied. A total of 90 applications were funded. The next round it is predicted that the remaining applicants should be funded. The cultural resources were a big help to get qualified. The next round should be in October or November. This will depend on the open comments. The committee is meeting to finalize their waiting period. $200 million will be available for funding. 
The Equipment grant was brought up next, the initial paperwork needs to be in by next week. As the meeting progressed and texts were exchanged with supervisors not present a model was decided on. The equipment needs to be purchased by May 2024.

Judy made a motion to apply for the equipment grant, Cole seconded it and it was unanimously approved. 

Cole will get the picture for Jace so he can fill the paperwork out. 
The ISM grant was discussed next. Jace stated that he is going to reach out to TJ Hoffman to see what areas he has sprayed along with getting invoices. 
There has been a very large grasshopper problem in Cache and Box Elder Counties. Joseph May (1-385-368-1689) has been the contact, he works with UDAF. There have been areas that the grasshoppers have demolished alfalfa. The process is to help treat it, cut it down and try for another cutting. There was an example talked about; last year a man bailed 90 bales and this year he bailed12 off the same pivot. It was stated that once the grasshoppers get big and have wings they are harder to kill.  

UCC tour will be here October 11-12th. They will start in Cache County for a dinner at 6:00pm on the 11th. Jace will add any individuals to the list that would like to attend. He also stated that any support that we can get is helpful. The 12th the tour start in Cache and go to Box Elder counties. The bus will leave the hotel at 8:00am and be back by 5:00pm. 

AGENDA ITEM

Reganne Lloyd- USU Extension
Reganne said that the seeder that was stored at the fairground by the Conservation District needs to be moved to get prepared for the upcoming fair. Bill Cox said that he can move it so Reganne will coordinate with him. Candy stated that it can be moved to her lot with the pivot track filler. Reganne is getting geared up for the county fair next week. 
AGENDA ITEM
Nick Reithel- Watershed Coordinator
Nick brought up the Non-Point Source Program, stating that it s a good time to look at these projects. He passed out a flyer for some ideas of what can be funded. Last year a large project was accomplished in Rich County. Nick went and checked out the improvements that were made. Jake Johnson is running the ground that the project was done on. For part of that grant soil samples need to be submitted. Nick will need to get paid for the soil samples. Jake is going to plant a cover crop on that field. Nick explained that $450.00 is paid to the district for an administration fee. If the district prefers to have that money upfront he can ask for that money. Candy said that we should submit to receive the money upfront, Nick will go ahead and do that. The new water quality finance is having a little trouble so it might be delayed.
AGENDA ITEM
Jayme Kofed- Conservation Planner
Jayme has been working on some contracts and has two to herself now. She hopes to be done on Friday if the producer is available. She went to a program training last week in Farmington and there is another one in two weeks for irrigation at USU. Jeanne and Jayme filled out the TA2024 grant. Jayme inquired about the fair and how the Conservation District would like to be represented. Last year they had a table but very few people stopped by. Reganne said that the Conservation District can set up by the cabin with a table and believes it will be a better location. The shows will be Wednesday through Saturday. Reganne said the best time will be Saturday before the livestock sale. Jayme said that she will get things ready next week. Jayme would like to purchase a few supplies for her booth. Cole made a motion to cover the costs of Jayme’s booth expense, Judy seconding and unanimously approved. Jace can send the flyers and Jayme can get with Jolene for materials. The supervisors agreed on not having a float. 
Judy made a motion to go into a closed meeting, Cole seconded and it was unanimously approved. 

Cole makes a motion to approve the two ARDL loans presented, Judy seconded, and unanimously approved.
DISTRICT BUSINESS
Candy Cornia- Chair
Next meeting will be September 13th at 6:00pm. 
Filled out SERA forms.
MOTION TO ADJOURN
Cole moved to adjourn the meeting and Judy seconded, unanimously approved.  Meeting adjourned at 7:10pm.
.
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