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Mayor – Cody Grundy, Town Clerk – Michelle Brian





Loa Town & Waterworks Council Meeting                                         August 10, 2023

[bookmark: _Hlk29388682]Mayor Grundy opens the meeting. Town board members present: Chris Olsen is present, Bart Brian is present, Ryan Rees is present, Don Bone is present, Michelle Brian is present, Matt Morgan is present, Jeanette is absent.

Visitors: Commissioner Blackburn, Commissioner Brian, Commissioner Cook, Wendy Potter, Paul Brown, Merlin Erickson, Arla Jensen, Lori Castleton, Lisa Jeppson, Jerome Jeppson, Reo Castleton, Tom Taylor, Jessica Gober, Amber Fullerton, Carl Bettis, Susan Bettis, Jan Brown, Barbara Tewell, Edra Brian, Deann Schaugaard, Kathy McLaughlin, Coleen Bagley, Kori Brown, Gray Hansen, Benjamin Neff, Kerry Anderson, Sherrie Anderson, Jeff Olsen, Marsha Chappell, Natalie Hunt, Lauralee Williams, Ryan Rees, Harry Brian, Sheila Torgerson, Catherine Mielke. 

Arsenic results: July - .104 blend, .92 #2, .101 #3 

Business Items:

Matt has been pruning trees, cleaning, and mowing grass on main street next to the sidewalks, getting the streets mowed, everything ready for the fair. He will get the park cleaned and pressure washed for Brown Brothers rental for the weekend. Some kids rolled a big pipe into the ditch that they had been swimming through. Guess with no swimming pool they are using the canal as a fun place to play. He had to get that taken out. He had to fix a broken irrigation line by Don O’Brien’s rental. It was leaking and was tough to fix. Craig broke a riser, but Shane Bradbury got it fixed quickly. Bart mentioned that when fair week was over Matt needed to get the grates cleaned out. 
Matt said one of the lawn mowers needs some parts and the company no longer makes parts for that model anymore. It is so old and getting worn out. We have been able to borrow parts and make them work, but unfortunately it is time that the town should look into replacing it. The council wants Matt to get some quotes and see how much they are. They will talk about it next month after seeing some quotes. The last time he asked for quotes they were $18,000 for the mowers. Matt had to rent one from Loa Builders today and it took him forever to mow. They aren’t near as fast. He will bring some quotes next meeting. 

Mayor Grundy asks for motion to approve July minutes. Chris motions to accept the July minutes. Bart seconds the minutes for July. All others voted in favor. Motion carries. 

Mayor Grundy asks for a motion to approve the accounts payable for August, Bart motions to approve the accounts payable for August. Chris seconds the motion to approve the accounts payable for August. All others voted in favor. Motion carries. 

Bank recs., standard financial reports, deposits, and delinquent water lists are all approved by signature of all town board members. Michelle also has them make sure all the checks written match the reconciliation’s as well.

Mayor Grundy states that the Leavitt’s and Brian Farm Service Center have resubmitted their annexation petition for further consideration. He says that pursuant to Utah Code Ann. Section 10-2-405(1) the town needs to accept or deny for further consideration the annexation petition titled Road Creek Annexation, submitted by Leavitt Land & Investments, Inc. and Brian Farm Service Center, Inc., he needs a motion from a council member to either accept or deny. Don motions to accept for further consideration and annexation petition titled Road Creek Annexation submitted by Leavitt Land & Investments, Inc. and Brian Farm Service Center, Inc. Chris seconds the motion to accept for further consideration the annexation petition titled Road Creek Annexation, submitted by Leavitt Land & Investments, Inc. and Brian Farm Service Center, Inc. Ryan votes in favor, Bart votes in favor. Michelle will review with the attorney and the county treasurer again to determine whether it is correct and if they can move forward to the protest period or not. 

The Commissioners have come to discuss a recent survey that was done on the Loa Civic Center. There is a portion of the land that the building sits on that is in Loa Town’s name. It is a larger amount than they even thought. The Commissioners would like to get things cleared up. This has been an issue since the 70s when the building was constructed, and no one worried about who owned what. Commissioner Brian said it came to his attention about three years ago when he had heard that Loa Town wanted to add onto their town hall building, he came to them and told them they should put in an offer and purchase the civic center. That is when he started looking into its value and discovered that the land was part owned by Loa Town. Travis VanOrden who had been on the town council and Loa P/Z years ago said that the town council had talked about purchasing it even years prior to that. The Commissioners decided to get it surveyed and find out exactly what was owned by whom. Commissioner Brian said that the Wayne Co. Riders Club deeded the land to the town and then the town deeded it to the county prior to adding the building. There will be an attached map to add to the minutes to show the lines and who owns what part. They had the surveyor make lines as to what property the county would need to get the septic and other utilities on their own property. The line is shown on the map. They came up with a few different proposals. The first proposal is that Loa Town just deeds the land that they own now that the building sits on some additional sq. footage to take in the septic and power that is running directly behind the building. This would not be a ½ acre. It would be more like a ¼ acre which is not the correct size for a lot size in Loa for a commercial zoned property. The second proposal would be for them to purchase the  extra .14 acres from the town with the land that they already own that the building sits on. This would make it .23 acres, according to the assessor a building lot in town from .22 to .5 acres is $22,500. They could base their purchase on that amount to make the town an offer. The third option would be that the town to purchase it from the county. This would be the town purchasing the entire building. Commissioner Brian says Colleen from the county knows a commercial appraiser out of St. George that has done a few appraisals for the county years ago that is a good appraiser. They could hire him to come appraise it and find out what the true value is. He says the biggest reason they want to get this taken care of now is because of what happened with the swimming pool in Bicknell. They didn’t have a say in that matter because they didn’t have a lease on the ground, and they didn’t own it. They owned the pool, but not the land and they lost the pool to the school district over it. That is a big reason why they want to get this building and land fixed. Commissioner Brian asks the town what their thoughts are. Mayor Grundy says I do not know how everyone else feels, but I would like to see the town purchase the building from the county. Ryan asks if the .14 is big enough to cover septic? Commissioner Brian says that the plumber thinks they can redo how the lines run and be good with the .14. Ryan isn’t sure if the leach lines would fit. The ½ acre lot size has been passed down to the town council that is the recommended size to accommodate septic systems given by the public health dept. That is what they are going from and that .23 does not fit that lot size.  Commissioner Brian said no they would have to request a variance. Michelle said that their attorney said no to variance requests for a lesser lot size. The mayor asks if the town sells it to them, will they keep the use as a community center? Roger said that discussion is tabled. It was brought up several months ago about moving the sheriff's office to there, but it has not been talked about again in any commissioner meetings. Commissioner Brian says there has been some miscommunication circulating on social media and elsewhere that they will move the sheriff's office over there, but he can assure everyone that it has not been discussed for several months. Paul Brown interrupts the meeting and tries to ask Commissioner Brian a question, he turns him down saying that this is not a commissioner run meeting so questions cannot be answered by him at this meeting. He says if you want to ask a question that is up to the mayor, who presides at this meeting. Paul keeps talking and asks how long has it been since we built the community center? The mayor does not know the answer to that. Paul continues that when they built the new community center in Bicknell Commissioner Jones claimed that the Loa one was condemned that is why they needed to build a new one in Bicknell. No one knew the answer to that comment. Roger said it has been running as a community center and never stopped, so it wouldn’t be condemned. Paul asks if there is any record of that from the county commission minutes? The Commissioners told him they did not know, and he would need to submit a request with the county clerk for that information. It was the first time they had ever heard of that. Commissioner Brian reminded everyone that this was not a public hearing, just a meeting, so they could not answer questions and comments at this time. He said if they ever have a discussion in the future about the sheriff’s office moving it will be posted. If there is anything in the county that they are doing, do not go to Facebook or other social media for your facts. The county website has the agenda posted prior to every meeting and if anyone wants to get on the agenda, they can contact the clerk’s office. Everyone is welcome to attend their meetings and find out what is going on in the right way. He clarified that they do not make any decisions that are not on the agenda nor will we ever. Bart said he thinks appraising it will be the best step forward. It would to be appraised to determine a fair value. It is in the best interest of everyone involved to get it appraised. Commissioner Blackburn asks if Loa Town will split the appraisal cost. Bart said he would be good with them splitting the cost. The Commissioners will find out how much the appraisal will cost. Don agrees it benefits both parties to have it appraised fairly. The town council will put it on the agenda next month as to splitting the cost when they know the proposed price. Commissioner Brian just wanted to leave by thanking the town council for allowing the county to run so much of the fair on their parks. It makes it so nice to use the parks to hold so many events. They probably don’t thank them like they should, so he wanted to take the opportunity to thank them for what they do to help the county fair run smoothly. No other discussion was held, and no decisions were made. Sherry Anderson approached the council as everyone was leaving and said everyone was here tonight because they do not want to see the sheriff’s office moved into that building. It is by two parks and kids at play. They wanted the Commissioners to know that they will fight them on that if it ever comes up again.  They thanked her for the concern and comments. 

Michelle had sent the town council emails and the state code about temporary road closures prior to the meeting from their attorney concerning the request to close 100 East during school hours. Her counsel and the advice from another attorney in their office was not to close it down. He said you can always go stricter than the code, but you cannot do something lesser than the code. He also said the town council should never do anything that they do not feel comfortable doing. No matter what the reason may be. They have the power to make the decision that they feel is best for the town. The code is clear on this, and they should not close it down, it would not be considered temporary, because they will close it the same time every day for the entire day all year long. That is not a temporary closure. Michelle said they have the code for reference. Ryan said he has thought a lot about it, and he feels like it is a town problem. He also feels like the code on this is interpretative as to what closure means. What temporary means is interpretative in his opinion. The school is in a predicament now that they have never experienced. When they built it in the 50s, they certainly didn’t foresee this big of an issue in the future. When we went to school as kids this wasn’t a problem, even when we sent our own kids to school it wasn’t this big of a problem. Now, it is a huge problem. You might say it is their problem to solve and it is their problem, but it is also our problem. It is our streets. We didn’t cause the problem and neither did they. Parents are driving their kids to school from all over the county instead of riding buses so now we have this problem of safety. If we close that road what is the risk to the town? So, let’s say the school comes and asks us again to close that road during school hours and we tell them we can’t do that, there’s a statute that says this isn’t considered a temporary closing. So, the town council doesn’t allow them to close it down. Then some kid gets killed on that road because we didn’t close it down. Some lawyer gets a hold of that and comes back and says Loa Town is liable because the school came to you and asked you to close it down to protect the kids and you didn’t do it. Now, we are liable to be sued because of that. The mayor says that he has thought of that too. Bart says it is a town street. Ryan and the mayor agree they are in a tough spot and even with the new improvements they are proposing it still isn’t fixing it perfectly. They can try to do it internally and say kids call only come out the north side door. Michelle said that is what the attorney suggest we tell them to do things internally and communicate with the parents that their kids won’t be allowed into or out of the east side doors unless they come on the bus. Michelle said the attorney said the school is the one that needs to have this discussion with parents and try to fix things that way and not ask the town to close a street. The mayor says what if we give it a trial period, maybe allow them to close it down for a while and see how much it helps. This gives parents time to get used to the new way of drop/off, pick up. This may deter them from parking across the street and having their kid run across it. Ryan says I realize we have residents that live on that street and vehicles that will need to access it during the day and that can be accommodated, but if we are weighing the whole situation there seems to be a lot more benefit in relieving that safety issue having a closure there for an hour in the morning and an hour in the afternoon is a non-issue to me. Bart says most people already know not to go down that road during school hours. The people driving it are people with kids. So, if you close 100 E., where does it put the parents? It moves them further up center street and backed up on the south side as well. In my opinion closing it down just moves the problem, in fact it creates two more problems at both ends of the school, not just that street. Center street is normally a lot busier street then 100 E. so if you move the problem that direction it may even be worse. There was a parent, Nadia at the meeting that said I know the school has made efforts to put cones up and block certain areas off in the past, but no one is there to monitor that. Like last year they had two cones up so parents didn’t park by the buses, but no one was there to make sure that wasn’t happening. They didn’t have people from the school out patrolling these areas and helping kids across. Michelle said that was another point the attorney had brought up was that the town wasn’t going to monitor this closed road, so who was? Nadia said one email every 4 months reminding parents to stay out of the coned areas isn’t enough they should have teachers out with the kids helping make sure they are safe or even have parents take turns helping too. She would gladly take a turn. Bart said I agree, it’s just like the road bump down to Torrey that he has mentioned, it didn’t fix anything, people just made a new road around it. He said barricades are just barricades unless you have someone there. Another grandparent Jan said she has picked up her grand daughter in St. George multiple times and every teacher is wearing safety vest and they all come out of the building making sure every kid is going to a vehicle they know, and they are in safe and sound before they leave them. She said if all our teachers come out with safety vests on and help disburse the kids to the vehicles it will help the safety a ton. She said some of them carry stop signs and they move those kids in and out quickly and safely. They have a lot more kids to get in and out too. Bart said Wendy will be here soon so he would like them to stay and give her those suggestions too. Bart says we need to work together with the school. He said I know if you go to Richfield, they have the bank parking lot and other stores parking lot right there, so they have it fenced off just for the buses to come in and out. The fence keeps kids from running across the parking lot. He said Matt made a great suggestion about having them remove grass on the east side and putting up a fence so that the buses are pulling into a fenced area and kids can’t run in from that side because the fences are there as well. Bart said but no matter what we do, or what the school does you are still going to have parents that violate things, that’s just the way it is. Bart said they had the same thing happening at the Middle school in Bicknell. Chris said we are not any different than other schools in other areas and they handle things without a road closure to do it. There have got to be some solutions to this problem that are more long term. She said the school probably needs to talk to other districts and come up with something that will help fix this long term. 

Wendy Potter, Loa Elementary Principal came to discuss their continued safety concerns on their 100 East Street. She is again asking if they can temporarily soft close 100 E. She didn’t want to come back to them until the school district came up with some ways to fix their own safety problem. They are constructing a pick up/drop off area on the north end of the school. Harward and Rees is building it and they should have it completed by the time school starts. Parents will no longer be able to pick up or drop off their kids on the east side of the building. That is the only place where buses can drop up and pick up kids. The new driveway on the north side will have two lanes, the right lane is to drop off and pick up students, the left lane it to exit the driveway. Students must exit and enter vehicles from the right side of the vehicle away from traffic. Once the left lane is entered, vehicles should not attempt to enter the right lane. They encourage parents to carpool and have their students ride the buses that makes a lot less traffic and better safety. They still would like the council to close 100 east during school hours to help mitigate the situation and teach parents that they can no longer use that area to park and drop/off, pick/up their kids. Bart asks is this going to create a bigger problem on Center Street and 100 S. with kids still running across the street. Wendy said, so right now, they don’t really know how this is going to work. They just need to try it out and see. The kids that go across 100 E. and 100 S. will have a teacher escort them across. They haven’t done that before so this should help with those two crossings. They do realize that center street is going to be busier now so the need to have teachers helping is important. They will be all hands-on deck for the first while to see how it all works. She says the kids are easy to train so they will get used to things quickly, it takes a little longer with parents. The mayor asked if she had contacted the parents about the changes made to the north side. Wendy brought the letter and the map that will be published in the Insider next week and emailed to all the parents. They will also discuss it on back-to-school night. Bart said maybe Matt could paint some lines or something down on the north side where the kids cross that street to give parents the heads up that kids will be crossing there. Wendy said she talked to the lady that was the principal for Mt. Pleasant who is now the superintendent, and she said the school met with the town and prior to construction and they gave the school a dedicated road to use. Ryan said Lindon does that too. Ryan mentioned a suggestion that was made earlier of taking grass out and putting in a fence on the east side to help contain the kids and keep them from being able to run into the school on the east side. This would be where the buses could pull in. She agreed that might be a good idea. This pulls the buses closer to the school too and off the road. Ryan said you may need a combination of things to fix the issue long term. He agreed with Bart’s statement that it will shift the problem to both ends rather than the east side, so there must be other ways to mitigate that too. Ryan said internally can you make certain areas a no-go zone. She said the east side will be a no-go zone and only buses will be allowed there. That doesn’t mean that they still won’t try to park over there and walk to go get their kids, but it should help. Ryan said so if the road is closed with cones on either end are you going to have teachers out there controlling that? She said to start out we probably will. Hopefully they will learn. Bart said we had a couple people here who had some suggestions. Nadia said that she noticed that the cones used last year didn’t really stop parents from parking where they weren’t supposed to. She suggested that parents volunteer or the school have teachers out there or they will not always follow the rules. She also said when she was in elementary the sixth graders were the ones that went out and watched the areas and helped with things too. Chris said that was what they used to do too. They were called the safety patrol. Nadia asked, won’t the lineup of cars on center street to pick up their kids back up onto main street? Wendy said she doesn’t think it will go back up that far, but who knows. It is just something they must try. Bart said I think we can just experiment and see what happens. Ryan said yeah, I think we just need to see how it works. Wendy said the school is hoping to get funds to move the school in 2 to 3 years, but they need to come up with some solutions before then. The mayor said on the road closure do you want to try it for a month and see how it goes? Bart said I would say a detour sign may be a better option than road closed. There’s still people that need to go to their homes and emergency vehicles etc. that need to use the road indefinitely so a detour may be a better option. Wendy said it’s just a sign on a barrel they can still go around it if they need to. She said mornings aren’t too bad, but afternoons are going to be busier. They will disburse about 220 kids in five minutes, so if the town council wants to come down and watch and see how things look, they are welcome to. The mayor is fine with a trial closure for now. They thanked her for her time, Michelle said if you are going to close this road, I think you better have time limit and a motion. It’s hard for me to go off just a trial period without knowing what you all mean by trial period. The mayor asked is one month enough time? Will you just close it in the morning and then again in the afternoon? Wendy said she would rather keep it closed all school day to make it easier. Bart said, you would have to set them up in the morning then take them down after school was over and pick up was done. Michelle asks do you want to have her come back in a month to report? Don said maybe in a couple of months she will know more. Bart said yeah maybe November meeting. Michelle again said okay, so you want the road closed during the school day until November at which time Wendy will be asked to come back to report on how it’s working? She wants to make sure she understands what they are doing. Yes, they all agree on that. The mayor calls for a motion to accept the temporary road closure on 100 East during the school day until November, then they will reevaluate. Bart motions to close the road on 100 E. during the school day until November, then they will reevaluate. Ryan seconds the motion to close the road on 100 E. during the school day until November, then they will reevaluate. Don votes in favor, Chris votes in favor. Motion carries. 

Mayor Grundy asks if the council has had plenty of time to read through the updated purchasing policy resolution #81023? This update has not been made in quite some time, so Michelle had Brock from Six County help get them the changes needed to update. The council has all read the resolution and Mayor Grundy calls for a motion to pass the Purchasing Policy Resolution #81023. Don motions to pass the Purchasing Policy Resolution #81023. Ryan seconded the motion to pass the Purchasing Policy Resolution #81023. All others council members motioned in favor. Motion carries. Purchasing Policy Resolution #81023 was passed unanimously.

Ritch Sorenson owns some cemetery spaces, his wife has already deceased and been buried in 63-1-6, he will be buried in 63-1-5, but he has remarried and planned on burying his new wife in 63-1-7. There is an issue with an existing tree there that Jeppy Sorenson planted years ago without permission. Its roots are now blocking spaces in this area. The space that he wants to bury his new wife in, Matt said may not be possible. He had a tough time getting his deceased wife in 63-1-6 so he doesn’t think there will be enough room to put his new wife next to her. The other possibility is swapping out that spot for one just below Ritch in 63-4-4 that hasn’t been purchased. He is asking the council to consider taking out the tree and seeing if that makes it so he can still use the other spaces he has left. The roots sit on top of the ground because it is a pine tree. They think if they cut it down and clear the roots it may be fine to still use those spaces that he owns. They want Matt to get a quote from a tree company and see how much it will cost to remove the old tree. Matt should be able to get that back by next month. They think as long as it’s not way expensive that they should remove it so they can use the other spaces near it. If removal does not help, then they will need to make a swap for him. 

The Planning and Zoning Commission had Dwight Mielke resign due to health issues. They advertised for a new member and Jerry Jeppson applied. Michelle shared his resume with the council and asked them if they would approve him as a new member of the P/Z Commission. The mayor calls for a motion to approve Jerry Jeppson as a new member of the P/Z Commission. Bart motions to approve Jerry Jeppson as a new member of the P/Z Commission. Don seconds the motion to approve Jerry Jeppson as a new member of the P/Z Commission. All others motion in favor. Motion carries. 

The pickleball group came to see if the town would help them pay for one more rollaway net and replace the old tennis nets that have been there for years. They are falling apart. They use them to hold things up, but other people may use them to play tennis on. They aren’t sure how many people still play tennis. A community member present said that some group mentioned helping with projects at the Wayne Commissioners meeting, it may be worth asking the county who the group was and if this project would qualify. Michelle will see if the county clerk can find out. She will get some quotes and see what she can find to replace the tennis nets. The council was happy to help contribute and pay for the nets. They feel that the need is there, and they are being used a lot by the community. The mayor calls for a motion to replace the tennis nets and purchase another roll away pickleball net too. Don motions to replace the tennis nets and purchase another roll away pickleball net too. Bart seconded the motion to replace the tennis nets and purchase another roll away pickleball net. All others motioned in favor. Motion carries. 

Information Items:

Michelle said she was finally able to track down a guy for the Spatial Generations Cemetery program. He said it is no longer a program on the computer, they have to be integrated online. This makes it so they can update the program as needed and charge annual fees to pay for it. It also costs money to move from the computer program to the online version. They gave her some quotes on the cost. She decided she might as well see if anyone else does cemetery programs and get other quotes to compare from. She also wanted to see if the program they had could be moved to other companies and not be completely redone. Sunrise Engineering has a cemetery program and spatial generations can be moved to their program easily. She will get quotes from them. She is still looking for a third company. Next month, they can make a decision on what company they want to go with after they look at quotes. 

Misc. Items: Bart asked whose large trailer is parked in front of Steven’s Locker for sale? Chris said I was wondering the same thing. It is hard to see around on that corner making it unsafe. Don said he thought it was Joan Brinkerhoff’s. They want it moved. They told Michelle to send her a letter telling her it cannot be parked there. 

No other information was discussed.

Mayor calls for a motion to adjourn the meeting. Bart motions to adjourn. Ryan seconds the motion to adjourn. All others voted in favor. Motion carries.

Meeting Adjourned.
