Town of Koosharem Council Regular Meeting Minutes
Koosharem Town Council Room
August  9, 2023
  
 
Roll Call
Town Council: Mayor Ron Torgerson
Council members: Sandy Luscher, Jeff Hatch  
Clerk:  Allison Lewis  (Absent)
Absent Council Members:  Lorna Stapley, Tina Perry 

Called to Order
Mayor Ron Torgerson called the Public Hearing to order at 6:34 p.m.  

Visitors
Lyle Evans, Andrea Larsen, Brennan Reece, Kelly Chappell , Brent Bagley, Charles DeLange, Brian Woolsey, Debbie Woolsey

Public Hearing Sales and Use tax for transportation
The proposed Ordinance would allow  a .3 %  revenue sales and use tax for the town.  The tax is collected from businesses in the  town.  The revenu must be spent on the roads. 
The projected revenue would be two to five thousand dollars per year.  Mayor Torgerson stated that the revenue is not a lot, but every little bit helps.  The tax costs residents very little, but taxes those visiting/traveling through the area. Mayor Togerson offered the proposed Ordinance for those present to read.

Public hearing was closed at 6:37 pm

Open regular meeting 

Public Comments:


Consent Agenda

Council member Jeff Hatch  made a motion to accept the July Minutes and check detail. Council member  Sandy Lushcer seconded the motion.  Roll call vote: voting aye – Council members Luscher, Hatch, Mayor Torgerson
 
Business

Sales and Use tax O2023-2
Council member Jeff Hatch made a motion to accept the proposed Sales and Use tax Ordinance as presented. Council member  Sandy Luscher seconded the motion.  Roll call vote: voting aye – Council members Luscher, Hatch , Mayor Torgerson


Community Center review (Kelly Chappell & Brennan Reece)
Copies of the current design of the community center were presented.  Revisions were made from the last meeting.  The court will be a full sized highschool court, volleyball and pickle ball court lines will be painted on as well.  The building will include a multipurpose room which will serve as a council room (38X 20 ft), along with a serving area with two serving windows,  restrooms and storage .  

Charles mentioned a concern he had about  the heating units for the firehouse by the parking.   Parking will be done in phases. The door on the northside was discussed and decided that it could be removed.

Sandy asked about which trees can be kept.  The side trees would need to be removed.  Most of the trees in the front can be kept. Desert landscaping was suggested.  

The restrooms can be available but have offices and other things locked for those using the gym area.

The top  of the rec hall would be open  metal structures. The office and other areas will have a dropped ceiling.  Discussion was held about putting a room above the other part of the building, utilizing the space.  It would require two stairways and additional cost. The idea will be looked into further. 

Windows on the east and west gables were eliminated to make it more functional as a recreation area. The budget is very tight.  Placement of windows was discussed.  Jeff suggested the windows be on the South and not the north.  

Heating and air has not been designed, that will be done after the floor plan is final.  
The appliances will be provided by the town and will not be included in the cost of the  proposed building.  Jeff thought that would be most cost efficient.

An update on the water study was given.  Jeff suggested having a map made with accurate locations of the pipes (after potholing). South Central may have some of that information after having done fiber lines.   Kelly and Brennan requested having Jeff mark up the map to get the updated new water lines.   


Annexation update (water study and Jack Burr’s Annexation request)
Jack Burr’s annexation request was submitted a year ago.   Kelly and Brennan were asked what an estimated cost would be for the town to annex him in.   An annexation plat was discussed.  The discussion was if the cost to have the plat done to have him annexed in would be worth what tax the home would bring into the town.  Mayor Torgerson will contact Jack Burr.

Water meter update
Brad from Peterson’s Plumbing gave an update on the water meters.  Only 3 devices are on the way.  All others will be shipped on the 15th of the month.  There was an oversight with the cellular end points that read the meter, all devices are set to use AT&T service , which does not work in Koosharem.  The devices need to be replaced.  The upgrade unfortunately is delayed in shipping.  An alternate product was discussed.  The best option is the cellular option.  It was decided to wait it out and get the preferred product.   The company will send employees to install the devices.  With the extra warranty Jeff believes it is worth the wait.  

Bagley Building permit
Layne Bagley submitted a building permit for a shed.  Andrea did not see any issue with the permit.  Mayor Torgerson and Andrea agreed to sign the permit.

Hiatt Building permit
Planning to drop a modular on a lot on 400 North 300 West.  Andrea and Ken reviewed and found everything to be sufficient.  The permit was signed. 

Reports from Departments

Planning Commission

Fire Department
Brent discussed non ethanol gas.  Mayor Torgerson suggested going to get 20 gallons.  Expenses to run the Firehouse have generally been funded by grants.  It was suggested to add a dollar to water meter bills to help maintain the fire department.  Mayor Torgerson suggested making a priority list and  the town will  see what can be  covered.  Grants are being looked at for replacement trucks.  

Cemetery

Roads
Some potholes were repaired.  But the money didn’t go very far.  Jeff offered to get a load of road base to fill some of the holes. Jeff will haul a load of road base to have on hand to fill the holes,,

Culture and Recreation
Sandy asked when the Town Hall kitchen would be functional.  The pipe needs to be replaced.  

Water Department
Griggs was present to ask about a water meter for his property.  The location was grandfathered in at a prior meeting.  
Lightning knocked out the system on the water tanks causing the tanks not to fill.   The internet services weren't working at the water shed  and didn't send an alarm to alert Jeff.  The tanks had 13.6 feet in at the last check. The pump stops at 15 feet and turns back on at 12 feet.  At 10 feet the system sends an alarm if the internet service is working.  

Administration

Adjournment

Jeff made a motion to adjourn the meeting.
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        _________________________________
    	  Mayor Ron Torgerson
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Approved this 13th day of September , 2023
_______________________________
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