


BEAR RIVER CITY COUNCIL
REGULAR MEETING
August 9, 2023
7:00 PM

ATTENDANCE: Mayor Armstrong, Council Members Dallin, J Holmgren, R Holmgren, Clerk Holmgren, 

VISITORS:   Kim Checketts

ABSENT: Council Members Anderson, Ritter, Clerk Andreasen

WELCOME BY MAYOR ARMSTRONG, Invocation by Council Member Dallin

OPENING CEREMONY:  Pledge of Allegiance

DATE OF NEXT MEETING:  September 13, 2023

MINIUTES APPROVED:  Minutes from July 12, 2023 were reviewed by Mayor and Council Members.    Council Member J Holmgren motioned the minutes of July 12, 2023 be approved with the discussed change.  Council Member Dallin seconded the motion.  All voted in approval.

DEPUTY REPORT:    None

PUBLIC COMMENT:  None

KIM CHECKETTS:  Kim stated he had heard the City had budgeted to purchase a generator.  Council Member J Holmgren stated the Council had previously agreed on buying a few smaller portable generators instead of a big one.  Council Member Ritter has talked to Earl Taylor and he stated he thinks he can install one for around $14,000 by the end of September.  Earl will come out tomorrow to take a look and give a more accurate bid.  Council Member J Holmgren has talked with Golden Spike Electric and they stated they could purchase it and install it for $40,000.  This would run the full Civic Center.  Kim has a generator at his house that will run off from gas or propane.  He stated to make sure what the fuel consumption the generators will pull off.  He also suggested not burying the tanks.  He also suggests having jets around to change the gas furnaces over to propane.  And also having someone in the City that knows how to do this.  He has someone that will donate $5,000 if the city puts in a good system and signs a contract that it will be installed within 6 months.  He also suggested buying water purifiers.  Council Members and Mayor agreed this is something that we need to be serious and look into.  We need to keep the Civic Center up and running in case of an emergency.  The sewer scada system is run out of the Civic Center.  We need to keep this up and running so we don’t have problems with the sewer.  Council Member Dallin stated the Civic Center is where people will gather.  Council Member Dallin suggested inviting County Emergency Specialist Mark Millet out to one of our meetings. Ask him what we need to do to prepare and if there are any grants, we could apply for to help pay for it.  Clerk Holmgren will invite Mark to our next meeting.

2ND QUARTER FINANCIALS: Mayor and Council Members reviewed and initialed the 2nd Quarter Financials.

RATIFY BIDS FOR INSTALLING CONDUIT FOR STREET LIGHTING IN THE SUBDIVISION:  The Council voted earlier this month by email, to approve the bid for Robert Barfuss to install the conduit for street lighting in the Grand Haven Subdivision.  Council Member Dallin motioned to ratify and approve the bid to Robert Barfuss for installing the conduit for street lighting for the subdivision.  Council Member J Holmgren seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.

DELINQUENT BILLS:  Clerk Holmgren presented the council with a list of delinquent customers for Sewer and Irrigation.  One in particular is Ricky Hatch.  He hasn’t paid his bill in years.  Clerk Andreasen has taken him to small claims court with little or no payment.  Clerk Holmgren went to small claims one time because Clerk Andreasen could not attend.  The judge suggested putting a warrant out for his arrest.  He suggested attaching payment of $350 because most people can come up with that amount.  As soon as he pays it, then we turn around and do it again until we have collected all payment.  The only bad thing is the police officers don’t like playing collections, so it takes awhile before he will be arrested.  Clerk Andreasen has also put a lien on his house.  We need to look into garnishing wages.  Mayor Armstrong suggested reaching out to Attorney Wardle to see if he can help us with these collections.  We also have a resident that has just quit picking up his mail and hasn’t paid for a while.   From what we have heard he is in a little bit of a dark place right now.  Not sure what to do.  It will probably end up in small claims court.  

REVIEW JULY 24TH CELEBRATION:  The celebration was great!  Mayor Armstrong had someone state how crowed the parade route is and wondered if we could extend it one block.  Council Member Dallin stated that maybe we should close down the state road and do it down the state highway instead.  It is definitely something to think about.  The storm during the rodeo was crazy.  It was fun to continue the rodeo after the storm even though it was muddy.  Council Member Dallin stated he was very disappointed in the fireworks.  They went off so fast, it was over with too quick.  Council Member Dallin would like to talk to them to see what happened.  Cookshack ran out of hamburgers and buns.  We need a second condiment stand.  There was a longer line for the condiments than there was to buy a hamburger.  Mayor Armstrong would like to do a Thank You Dinner on September 25th at 6:00 pm.  This will be catered so no one will have to work.  Council Member Dallin will get a count of people for the dinner.  

DAY OF SERVICE PROJECTS:  Street signs could be replaced if we order in the signs in time.  No one else could think of anything.  Clerk Holmgren stated that she though Clerk Andreasen had a list.

REVIEW AND APPROVE BILLS:  Council Members reviewed and initialed bills for their departments.   Council Member R Holmgren motioned to approve paying the bills.  Council Member J Holmgren seconded the motion.  Those voting in favor Council Members Dallin, R Holmgren and J Holmgren.  

COMPLAINTS AND ACTIONS TAKEN:  Mr Normoyle complained to the city about giving the dirt behind the park to an employee, when he asked for it first.  The City forgot he had asked for it.  They let the employee know of the situation and the dirt pile was sold to Mr Normoyle for $400.

DEPARTMENTS:  Park:  Mayor Armstrong mentioned there was a rope swing at the park.  Council Member Dallin stated that it needs to come down.  He will let Tyler know to take it down.

Irrigation Shares:  Council Member Dallin recuses himself because this is his family.  There are irrigation shares that the Dallin’s don’t have a certificate for.  The Canal Co says they have no record of this.  Clerk Andreasen has gone back through many years’ worth of documents.  We have charged the Dallin’s for this and scheduled this water for many years, but we have no copy of the document either.  Mayor Armstrong wanted to know if we could assign the shares that are in the ditch with some shares that BRC owns.  Clerk Holmgren stated Bear River City has no shares for them self, other than .26 on the property we bought.  All shares that are in Bear River City’s name is assigned to a property of a resident in BRC.  Mayor Armstrong feels like this is on BRC.  Council Member J Holmgren stated that we need to see the proof they are theirs.  This sounds more like it is on the Canal Co.  Clerk Holmgren stated that we don’t know that it wasn’t a handshake on a ditch bank back in the day.  Because that is how they did things.  Bear River City is billing for it and scheduling it and that won’t change.  The Dallin’s are just concerned if Bear River City ever looses control of the scheduling and billing, they might lose the water.  The Council is not sure what to do.  It was mentioned that we need to talk to the attorney and see what his thoughts are.

Drains – Council Member J Holmgren asked if we can pipe the ditch by Palmers in order to save the road.  We can leave a couple of openings to drain if we need to.  He would also like to put a pipe under the road so it doesn’t sub.  
Road – Eventually we will probably need to vacate the road on 4600 West where the tree fell across the road.  When the other tree goes it will probably take the road with it.  Council Member J Holmgren would like to get bids to improve the road on 5700 N by Frank Gee’s and Johnsons.  Then probably put the sewer and water in.  We will keep track of the infrastructure and charge it to whoever builds there.

6400 North Grandhaven Subdivision – Do the houses on 6400 North need to have a swale plan and pay the fee.  The council decided no because it is on the County road.  

Acme Water Bill – Might want to consider turning down the sprinklers at the park and civic center because of the rate increase.  Bills were very expensive this month.

Beehive Broadband – Cameron Francis thanked BRC for the offer of the use of a cement pad behind the Civic Center.  He needs to connect his engineers with our engineer.  He also will need to check into the opportunity of trade for service.

ADJOURNMENT:  Council Member R Holmgren motioned to adjourn at 8:47 pm. Council Member J Holmgren seconded the motion; all voting was in the affirmative.

Minutes approved September 13, 2023.

											   ________________________________________________
							Megan Armstrong, Mayor Pro Tem 

Attest:

___________________________________________
Town Clerk or Deputy Clerk
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