PARAGONAH TOWN
REGULAR MEETING
44 NORTH 100 WEST, PARAGONAH TOWN HALL
July 12, 2023 – 7:00 P.M.

AGENDA

Attendance/Town Board: Mike Abbott, Todd Memmott, Todd Robinson (Mayor).  Excused:  Marge Cipkar and Travis Isaacson  

Others in Attendance:  Eddie Davenport, Jean Davenport, Joe Free, Sharon Free, Julia Hudson, Robert Hudson.

Pledge

 1.  Call meeting to order: Todd Robinson welcomed everyone to the meeting.

 2.  Declaration of Conflict of Interest:   None declared.

 3.  Adopt Agenda:  Mike Abbott moved to adopt the agenda as presented.  Todd Memmott seconded the motion.  All in favor.  Motion carried.  

 4.  Adopt minutes of June 14, 2023, Public Hearing and Regular Meeting:  There were 2 corrections to the minutes:  1) Pg 4 Mayor’s Report last paragraph “additional” power has been purchased instead of “enough”; 2) Pg 5 Roads/Park/Building Report - It was suggested Todd Memmott talk to Bruce Anderson.  Todd Robinson moved to approve the June 14, 2023, Public Hearing and Regular Meeting minutes as corrected.  Mike Abbott seconded the motion.  All in favor. Motion carried.  

 5. Mayor’s Report: 
     
a) Discuss and make decision concerning South Central Communications Franchise Agreement:  South Central Communications will no longer be offering cable services.  They have drafted a new agreement the town will need to sign.  Jayne Stones said she talked to their office, and they said the franchise fee for phone and internet services would be 3.5%.  The agreement does not need to be signed until the end of the year as they might have some changes. It does not need to be approved tonight. Todd Robinson moved to table approving the agreement until the end of this year.  Mike Abbott seconded the motion.  All in favor.  
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b)  Discuss $10 water rate increase needed to pay off 40 year-loan, 0% interest, awarded to Town for Water System Improvement Project and make decision on whether to proceed forward with this project by adopting Resolution 
23-10:  Todd Robinson explained in order to be able to make the payment on the loan for our Water System Improvement Project the Town’s base rate for water will need to be raised from $40 for 6000 gallons to $50 for 6000 gallons.  He explained this is the number that Nate Wallentine with Sunrise Engineer came up with after we gave him our water figures for the past year since raising water rates. Water usage has decreased by 15%.  Comment was made no one wants to have to pay more for water, but it is the only way we will be able to pay for the much needed water system improvements. The Town will be getting a new water tank, well, and new piping throughout town, fire hydrants and electronic metering system.  We will basically be getting a new system.  Those in attendance were unanimously in favor of raising the water rates to pay for the improvements. Todd explained when rates were first raised the increase was based on a 50/50 loan/grant but instead we were awarded a 70/30 loan/grant.  The loan is for 40 years with 0% interest. The monthly payment will be a little over $10000 a month.

Mike Abbott moved to adopt Resolution 23-10, A resolution to increase the water base rate from $40 to $50.  Todd Memmott seconded the motion. All in favor.  Motion carried. 

Todd Robinson said the Carbon Free Power Project is moving along and is in the process of design approval. Once this is completed they will be able to move forward with building the plant.  Getting the number of subscriptions needed has been a concern but there have been several entities showing interest lately so at this point it looks like they will have what is needed.  UAMPS annual conference will be held in Wyoming this year.  We will be getting a small refund from the Horse Butte Wind Turbine Project.  

6.  Water Department Report:  Mike Abbott said Brent Arns with the Division of Drinking Water met with him and Dan Burgett to do the annual culinary water system sanitary survey. The Town had zero deficiencies and only a few minor things that need to be fixed including removing some shrubs, fixing the fence, and putting in a new screen at the overflow.  Mike discussed fixing the water line above the tank which has been temporarily fixed.  The quotes he has received so far for the pipe are $4970 from Peterson Plumbing and $4872 from Scholzens.  He is still waiting on a quote from Southwest Plumbing.  
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7.  Power/Fire Department Report:  Travis Isaacson said the fire department has been holding meetings with Parowan and Brian Head.  They have had a few runs in town and out of town.  

 8.  Cemetery Report and Planning & Zoning Reports: No report given.

 9.  Roads/Park/Building Report – Todd Memmott said he talked to Justin Goodwin and the town is at the top of the County’s list for getting roads done.  They are a little behind on their work.  Suggestion was made Todd and one other person (Trisha Robb, or Todd Robinson) drive around town and decide what roads are the worse and need to be done.  Todd Memmott reported he found out UDOT does not give grants but there is a website he will look at that may have some grants for small towns.

10.  Open Discussion:  Julia Hudson had two concerns:  1) The speed limit signs on the end of town are not working.  2)  The sidewalk by her house still needs to be fixed.   
Jayne Stones was asked to contact Davey Burton and tell him the sign needs to be fixed and see if the Town can just go ahead and fix the sidewalk.  

Discussion took place concerning police services and the increase in cost.  Todd Robinson said the town was given a list showing all the calls from Paragonah.  There were a lot for VIN checks.  Suggestion was made to put in the contract that VIN checks will not be provided and people will have to drive over to Parowan and have their vehicles checked. Another suggestion was to charge the individual $100 or whatever the Town is charged for each time they come over for these types of calls.  


11. Approve bills/review financial statements/adjourn meeting:  Todd Robinson moved to approve the bills/review financial statements/adjourn meeting.  Mike Abbott seconded the motion. All in favor.  Motion carried.  

     



