PARAGONAH TOWN
REGULAR MEETING
44 NORTH 100 WEST, PARAGONAH TOWN HALL
June 14, 2023 – 7:00 P.M.
[bookmark: _Hlk56417272]

Attendance/Paragonah Town Board Members:  Marge Cipkar, Mike Abbott, Todd Robinson (Mayor), Todd Memmott.  Late:  Travis Isaacson

Others in Attendance: Nate Wallentine (Sunrise Engineering), Julia Hudson, Nancy Dalton (Planning and Zoning Chairperson), Jayne Stones (Town Clerk)

Pledge

 1.  Call meeting to order:  Todd Robinson called the meeting to order.

 2.  Declaration of Conflict of Interest:  None declared.

 3.  Adopt Agenda:  Todd Robinson moved to adopt the agenda with one correction – move discussion on funding for water project after item 7.   Mike Abbott seconded the motion.  All in favor.  Motion carried. 

 4.  Adopt minutes of May 10, 2023, meeting:  Todd Robinson made the following corrections:  1) $100 per call for each time the police come over (not $1000); 2) Item 10 a) We will take the power across the ditch for Ryan Mcpherson but from that point on it is his responsibility.   Mike Abbott moved to adopt the minutes of the May 10, 2023, meeting as corrected.  Todd Robinson seconded the motion. All in favor.  Motion carried.

 5.  Open Public Hearing: Todd Robinson opened the public hearing.
 
 6.  Receive Public Comments on the following:
      a) Resolution 23-7, A resolution to open and make necessary adjustments to the 2023 Fiscal Year Budget:  Jayne Stones explained at the end of each fiscal year it is necessary to open the budget and make adjustments to line items that have been over expended.  The fiscal year goes from July 1st to June 30th of each year.  Line items that have been over expended include office supplies, office furniture (new filing cabinets), Gas-Town Hall, Telephone, Attorney (litigation cases), summer help (Levi Reed put in extra hours to help with water line break up the canyon), Roll Back Taxes (Ted Cooke property that the Town acquired), Administration Planning & Zoning (Nancy Dalton P&Z chair extra meetings, time, travel, etc.)  Gas/Diesel Fire Department, Maintenance/Repairs Fire Department, and Maintenance/Repairs Roads (electronic signs for main street). Line items that have not been expended will be reallocated to these accounts according to departments. The budget will also be increased by $5096 
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for grant money received for fire department equipment, and $3957 for money received from the Paragonah Civic Committee to purchase merry-go-round at park.  Todd Robinson asked if there were any questions or comments from the public.  There were none.

       b) Resolution 23-8, A resolution of the Governing Body of Paragonah Town adopting a budget for Paragonah Town for the 2023 Fiscal Year:  Todd Robinson asked if there were any questions or comments concerning the proposed 2023 Fiscal Year budget.  Jayne Stones commented she made one change from the tentative budget that was approved last month.  She received the proposed certified tax rate from the County which is .000747 and will generate $43478 in property taxes.  This is just a few hundred more than what was budgeted for last year.  Todd Robinson said he feels we need to raise the property tax rate to help pay for the increase in police services.  Paragonah has one of the lowest rates in the County.  Jayne Stones said if we want to increase the rate, we are required to hold a Truth in Taxation Hearing in August.  The final budget would be adopted after the hearing.  Comment was made the town needs to know what the County would charge for police services before a decision can be made.  Todd Robinson asked if there were any more comments or questions.  There were none.  

 7.  Close Public Hearing:  Mike Abbott moved to close the public hearing.  Marge Cipkar seconded the motion.  All in favor.  Motion carried.  

    a) Review and make decision concerning 30%grant/70% loan (40 year 0%interest) awarded to Town for Water System Improvement Project:  Discussion took place concerning the 30%grant/70% loan that was awarded to Paragonah for the Water System Improvement Project.  The total project cost is $7452100. The Town will contribute $152100, the principal forgiveness (grant) is $2190000, and the loan portion is $5110000. It is a 40-year loan with a 0% interest rate.  This works out to be a little over $10000/month payment.  They have estimated the average water bill would need to be $65.37. Todd Robinson was not sure if this figure reflects our last water rate increase.  Nate Wallentine with Sunrise Engineering said if he can get the water information from the last time we raised the rates up to the current month, he could see what number he comes up with. Todd Robinson moved to table this issue until we can get updated figures for the water rate that will have to be charged in order to pay off the loan. Travis Isaacson seconded the motion.  All in favor.  Jayne said she would email Nate the figures in the morning.  
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8.  Approve Certified Property Tax Rate of .000747 as proposed by Iron County:  
Todd Robinson moved to approve the Certified Property Tax Rate of .000747 as proposed by Iron County.  Todd Memmott seconded the motion.  All in favor.  Motion carried.  

9.  Make decision concerning the following:
      a) Resolution 23-7, A resolution to open and make necessary adjustments to the 2023 Fiscal Year Budget:  Todd Robinson moved to adopt resolution 23-7 as presented.  Marge Cipkar seconded the motion.  All in favor.  Motion carried. 

       b) Resolution 23-8, A resolution of the Governing Body of Paragonah Town adopting a budget for Paragonah Town for the 2024 Fiscal Year:  Travis Isaacson moved to adopt resolution 23-8 as presented.  Marge Cipkar seconded the motion.  All in favor.  Motion carried. 

10.  Review and make decision concerning South Central agreement:   South Central Communications will no longer be providing cable service but will continue to provide internet and phone service.  They have submitted a new agreement the Town needs to sign.  The agreement was reviewed and discussed.  Todd Robinson said we need to know what the franchise fee will be before it can be approved.  Jayne said she will try to find this information.   

11.  Discuss sidewalks along main street that have been busted by contractors, tree trimmers, etc. and how to resolve this problem:  There are a few places along the sidewalk on main street that need to be repaired.  Julia Hudson said the sidewalk between her home and the Davenport home is broken up and she is worried about someone falling and getting hurt.  Comment was made the people who were trimming trees caused some of the damage.  Also, the people who are remodeling the home at 193 South Main have broken up the sidewalk. Suggestion was made to write a letter to them and tell them they are responsible for putting the sidewalk back to it previous state.  Davey Burton needs to be contacted to see what can be done about fixing the one by the Hudson’s.  Comment was made the town talked to him about this before and the state said it was too small of a project for them to do.  They suggested we get a permit from UDOT and fix it.  

12.  Discuss cleaning out ditch that runs by Steve Barton’s property and who is responsible for removing the scotch thistle that is growing in several areas around town:  Jayne Stones reported Elizabeth Partner contacted her about getting the 
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ditch cleaned out that runs along the side of her property, and about removing scotch thistle that is growing everywhere.  Dan Burgett cleaned out the ditch as much as he could but there is still a lot of sage brush that needs to be removed.    Suggestion was made to contact the Iron County Weed Abatement Department and see if they will come over and spray the scotch thistle.  

13. Mayor’s Report:  Todd Robinson discussed running the power line up the lane on the southeast end of town going to Kelly Oldroyd’s house.  Steve Woolsey is preparing a map for the easement.  Todd said it would be nice if we could just get an easement from the people on the south side of the road because they own all the property but he is not sure they will agree to it.  The Town will need to get permission from all the property owners on the North side of the road.  Mark Barton has already talked to a few people, and they said they would give the town permission.

The Power Cost Adjustment (PCA) was discussed.  The first billing with the PCA was sent out in June.  The rate worked out to be 7 cents, but Todd said he thought this was too high to charge the first month and suggested dropping it to 4 cents.  We will still recoup our loss, it will just be over a longer time period. 

Todd Robinson reported enough power has been purchased to get us through the summer which should help with lowering our bill from UAMPS.  
      
14.  Water Department Report:
      a) Review quote to finish repairs on water line above tank and make decision:  Mike Abbott discussed the quote from Scholzens to repair the water line up the canyon.  The cost is $4872 for the 4-inch pipe and $9268 for the 6-inch pipe.  Town Board members agreed the 4-inch pipe would be sufficient.  Suggestion was made to get a few more quotes.

Mike Abbott moved to repair the water line up the canyon with 4-inch pipe but to get a few more quotes before purchasing.  Todd Robinson seconded the motion.  All in favor.  Motion carried.

15.  Power/Fire Department Reports:  Travis Isaacson discussed the need to decide what we want to do with our power – sell to Rocky Mountain or possibly work something out with Parowan.  This is something we need to be looking into because within the next few years, we will need to find someone to do all the maintenance and repairs and the Town will not be able to pay for the cost of hiring an electrician.  Todd Robinson said he 
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does not want to sell to Rocky Mountain.  He would rather work out something with Parowan, but he isn’t ready to make any decisions until he sees what happens with UAMPS.  Travis had nothing to report for the Fire Department.  

16.  Cemetery Report and Planning & Zoning Reports:  

       a) Discuss and make decision concerning broken fence at Cemetery and whether to fix it or make it into a back entrance:  Discussion took place concerning the fence at the cemetery that got damaged. The person responsible said they will pay for the costs.  Jayne Stones said she has had a couple of people suggest not fixing it and just using it as a back entrance.  Comment was made that it would be hard to keep the cows out.  Town Board members agreed it would be best to put the fence back as it was.  

       a) Review draft Paragonah Community Survey materials:  Nancy Dalton reviewed the town survey that has been prepared.  An open house will be held Thursday, June 22nd, from 7-8:00 p.m. at the church pavilion. She will put up some posters at the Town Hall and Post Office. Refreshments will be served.  Todd Robinson said he will not be able to attend because he will be in Seattle for his job.  

There will be no Planning and Zoning meeting held in July.  

17.  Roads/Park/Building Report: Todd Memmott said he needs to talk to Bruce Anderson with the Iron County Road Department about chip sealing.  Comment was made Tom Milk talked to Justin Goodwin and we are at the top of their list. Need to have someone from the County come over and meet with Todd to look at what roads need to be done.  Discussion took place concerning emergency access roads on the East end of Town.  We need to see if any grants are available. Need to come up with funds to fix bridge on Center Street and get pricing. The flooding along the highway to the North of town is a safety issue and we are on the list to get it fixed.  

18.  Open Discussion:  None


19. Approve bills/review financial statements/adjourn meeting:  Todd Robinson moved to adjourn meeting/approve bills/and review financial statements.  Travis Isaacson seconded the motion.  All in favor.  Motion carried. 

     
