PARAGONAH TOWN
REGULAR MEETING
44 NORTH 100 WEST, PARAGONAH TOWN HALL
December 14, 2022 – 7:00 P.M.
[bookmark: _Hlk56417272]

Attendance/Town Board Members:   Mike Abbott, Travis Isaacson, Tom Milk, Marge Cipkar, Todd Robinson (Mayor)

Others in Attendance: Nancy Dalton (Planning and Zoning Chairperson), J.T. O’Neal, Jayne Stones (Town Clerk)

Pledge

 1.  Call meeting to order: Todd Robinson called the meeting to order.

 2.  Declaration of Conflict of Interest:  None declared.

 3.  Adopt Agenda:  Mike Abbott moved to adopt the agenda as presented.  Tom Milk seconded the motion.  All in favor.  Motion carried. 

 4.  Approve minutes of November 9, 2022, Regular Town Board meeting:  Mike Abbott moved to approve the minutes of the November 9, 2022, Regular Town Board meeting as presented.  Tom Milk seconded the motion. All in favor.  Motion carried. 

 5.  Review Annexation Process:  Nancy Dalton reviewed the annexation process according to the new laws that went into place the first of this year.  She explained annexation is a privilege and should be beneficial to the community and not a hardship.  She displayed a flow chart that she created and discussed the different steps in the annexation process. The first step is the Petitioner meets with the Town Clerk and Planning and Zoning Chair. If it is determined the annexation will create an island or peninsula the petitioner must start with the County and go their process first.  If it will not create an island or peninsula the petitioner files a notice of intent with the County, the County has 20 days to mail out notices to those within 300 feet of the property to be annexed.  The Petitioner submits certifications to the Town Clerk that the proper notifications have been sent.  The Petitioner then completes and submits annexation packet.  Town Board will receive the petition information 14 days at next meeting.  If approved the Town Clerk verifies complete packet within 30 days. A map prepared by a licensed surveyor must be submitted in the packet along with a digital copy of the map.  If the packet is not complete the Petitioner will be required to begin the process again including submitting another $500 annexation fee.   If complete the Planning and Zoning completes an audit and makes recommendations within 45 days.  Town Board hears 
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the Planning and Zoning recommendations and if approved a public hearing is scheduled within 30 days. After public hearing the Town Board can approve or deny.  Annexation is complete when all terms are met.  

 6.  Discuss joint annexation:   J.T. O’Neal explained his daughter and son-in-law, the Shady’s, would like to annex in their property along 300 West.  However, when they bought the property part of it was in the Town and part in the County.  He said the Town created an illegal lot.  Because of this, they should be allowed to build on the property that has been annexed. Also there was water on this property at one time and they should not have to provide water to the Town.  After much discussion it was determined the property J.T. was referring to was property included in the Sarbacker annexation designated to be used as a road.  The Town Clerk found paperwork showing Hettie Ann Bentley who owned the property at the time was notified part of her property was being included in the annexation. Comment was made the piece of property that was annexed is not big enough to build on and clearly states in the paperwork that it was to be used for a road.  J.T. commented what the Town did was illegal.  After some discussion, Town Board members decided it would be best to consult with the town’s attorney concerning this matter. 

 7.  Review and make decision concerning increasing pay rate for Town Treasurer:  When the Town Treasurer was hired in February of 2022 she was told in 6 months the Town would review her wages and possibly give her a pay increase.  As Town Treasurer she does the utility billings, collects, and deposits all monies, is the Planning and Zoning secretary, etc.  She works 12–15 hours per week.  She currently makes $12/hour.  

Travis Isaacson moved to increase the Town Treasurer pay rate to $15/hr.  Tom Milk seconded the motion.  All in favor. Motion carried.  

 8.  Mayor’s Report: Todd Robinson reported UAMPS has canceled the Enchant study as it is still in litigation.  UAMPS is also trying to get enough subscribers to continue the Carbon Free Power Project for another year.  If they can’t get enough to make it feasible they will not be able to continue. The power market is very volatile.  The Solar project we have signed up for will not be available for another 1 ½ years.  With the coal plants shutting down, we are running out of options.  Some other cities like Santa Clara have implemented variable power rates that pass on the increase in costs to those customers who are using the most power. 
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Todd talked to Steve Woolsey about getting a utility easement on 300 South by the Carlsons.  Steve said he would get with Mark Barton.  Mark has already talked to several of the people and all seemed agreeable. Todd also reported he sent an email to ICPE concerning the reclosure but hasn’t heard back from them yet.  

 9.  Water Report – Mike Abbott found out water rights must be dated before December of 1949.  There will be another water meeting January 9th. 

10. Power/Fire Department Reports – Travis Isaacson discussed the need for a backup plan when Mark Barton retires as the Town’s electrician.  The Town will not be able to pay $100000 for a linemen.  Jeremy Franklin has said he is willing to help but his first priority is with Parowan and isn’t sure if he would have the time.  The way things are going, it might be a good idea to sell the Town’s system to Rocky Mountain Power.  The pros and cons would have to be weighed.  Rocky Mountain power is cheaper, and the town would have to worry about where they are going to purchase more power.

     a) Review and make decision concerning Resolution 22-6, A resolution to increase electric rates to $15 per month plus 11 cents per kilowatt, (Current rate is $10 per month plus 10 cents per kilowatt):  

Tom Milk moved to adopt Resolution 22-6, A resolution to increase electric rates to $15 per month and 11 cents per kilowatt.  Travis Isaacson seconded the motion.  All in favor.  Motion carried.  

The rate increase will take effect on January 1st.  


11. Cemetery Report and Planning & Zoning Reports– Marge Cipkar 
     a) Review and set public hearing date to receive public comments on adopting the updated Town of Paragonah, Utah, Code of Ordinances and amending the following Chapters: 
       1.  Ordinance 23-1, An Ordinance Amending Chapter 34 “Cemetery”, Sections 34.015, 34.045, and 34.090 of the Town of Paragonah, Utah, Code of Ordinances
       2. Ordinance 23-2, An Ordinance Amending Chapter 90 “Animals” of the Town of Paragonah, Utah, Code of Ordinances.
       3.  Ordinance 23-3, An Ordinance Amending Chapter 71 Parking Regulations

Town Board members reviewed Ordinance 23-1, 23-2 and 23-3.  They recommend Ordinance 23-2 be amended as follows:  Section 90.028 F) The first sentence requiring 
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all dogs to be kept on a tether for no more than 8 hours within a twenty-four-hour period be deleted.  

The Town Clerk was asked to have the town attorney review the ordinances and make any necessary changes to the language.  

A Public Hearing will be held on February 8th at 7:00 p.m. to receive public comments on the updated Code of Ordinances, Ordinance 23-1, Ordinance 23-2 and Ordinance 23-3.  
    
b)  Update on Septic Tank Study – Nancy Dalton gave an update on the County’s Septic Tank Study.  In all of Parowan Valley only 67 more septic tanks can go in before a sewer system will be required. There is a lot of building going on to the North of town.  Paragonah has 130 buildable lots that are within Town limits.   

The Planning and Zoning committee will start working on updating the Annexation Policy Plan and General Plan.  

Nancy said the Utah League of Cities & Towns held a webinar and she signed up for their legislative bill tracking system.  She suggested Town Board members, the Town Clerk and Town Treasurer sign up for it too.  

12. Roads/Building/Park Reports:   Tom Milk had nothing to report.  

13. Open Discussion:  Marge Cipkar asked if there had been any follow up on the issue with Lamont Jonsson and Kelly Oldroyd’s water meters.  Comment was made Dan was going to tell Lamont he cannot put in another meter until he knows for sure where the property line is. He will probably have to survey his property.  If he doesn’t want to do that, we could possibly refund him the money he has been paying for the meter.  
 
14. Approve bills/review financial statements/adjourn meeting:   Tom Milk moved to approve bills, review financial statements, and adjourn meeting.  Mike Abbott seconded the motion.  All in favor.  Motion carried. 

                                                                      



