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Sport Court Regulations



Background

Recent complaints received over new sport courts being constructed

Majority of  new sport courts are pickleball courts

Severalrecentbuilding permits include pickleball courts

Recent concerns expressedover impact of courtson surroundingneighborhood

Lighting

Noise

Discussionof whethercurrent ordinancesaresufficient or additional regulationsare

warranted





Current Ordinance ðOutdoor Lighting

Any new outdoor lighting must comply with 
regulations

Maximum fixture height(12õ)

Bulb brightness & shielding (lumens)

Bulb color/temperature (3,000 Kelvin 
maximum)

Overall site illumination (measuredin
lumensper acre)

Common lighting specifications*:

20õ-26õ poles

Typical court has 2-4 poles

5000 Kelvin recommended

40,000+ lumens required to properly light 
a pickleball court

More competitive = more lighting

*Sourceðusapickleball.org



Current Ordinance - Fencing

Fencing on property lines:

6õpermitted height

8õ with conditional use permit & building 

permit

10õwith neighborconsent & building 

permit

Fencing set back from property lines:

14õ -20õ in height (3õ ð9õ setback)

Building permit required

Pickleball/Tennis:

10õ min. backstops recommended

3õmin. sidestops

Tennis:

8õ-12õ min. backstops

3õð4õmin. sidestops

Basketball:

10õmin. recommended



Current Ordinance - SLEDS

In certain sensitive lands areas, a 

maximum impervious surface 

requirement existsthat limits impervious

surfaceto 30%of a total site.

Includes roofs,driveways,walkways, and

other hardscape surfaces

This can indirectly impact the size and 

location of  sport courts

Typical court sizes:

Pickleball ð44õ x 20õ (880 sq. ft.)

Tennisð78õx27õ(2,106)

½ basketballð50õx28õ(1,400)



Current Ordinance - Noise

Salt Lake County Health Code:

7:00a.m.ð10:00p.m.ð10 dBA above 

ambient sound, not to exceed 60 dBA

10:00p.m.ð7:00 a.m. ð5 dBA above 

ambient sound, not to exceed 50 dBA

Measured atreceivingproperty line

Pickleball noise generation ðcan reach 70 

dBA measured 100õ away

Tennisð40 dBA

ôCity Noiseõ ð55 dBA



Conclusion

Lighting and fencing is currently well 
regulated, but additional restrictions 
could be considered:

Prohibit sport-court lighting altogether

Noise is bestregulated through proximity 
requirements

Vegetative sound dampening/fencing 
materials could be considered

Some optionsaredifficult to enforce over 
time and hard to measure:

Sound-dampening courts/paddles

Limiting hours of operation

Proximity:

Noise reduction to 60 dBA at approx. 150-
200õ away

Recommended Approach:

Consider reasonable proximity 
requirement (150-200õ from adjacent 
habitable structures), with option to 
require noise mitigation studies if  closer


