Bicknell Town Council Meeting Minutes
August 3, 2023, 7:00 PM
I. WELCOME/PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE/ ROLL CALL
Mayor Noreen Johnson called the meeting to order. Councilmembers present were: Weston Johnson, Bryan Brinkerhoff, and Kerry Stevens. Steve Albrecht was absent. Others present were Scott Woolsey, Carrie Brinkerhoff, Kelsey Brinkerhoff, Scott Woolsey, Gaylen Rees, Deann Frasier, Katie McDonald, Ellen Anderson, Gregg Anderson, and Jim Dudelston. Mayor Johnson led the Pledge of Allegiance.
II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES
The minutes for the town council meeting on July 6, 2023, were reviewed. Mayor Johnson asked if the council had any corrections. Council did not have any corrections. Weston made a motion to approve June 1, 2023 minutes, Kerry seconded the motion. A roll call vote was called. Councilmembers voting yes: Johnson, Johnson, and Steven. The vote was unanimous. Motion carriers.
The minutes for the work meeting on July 27, 2023, were reviewed. Mayor Johnson asked if the council had any corrections. Council did not have any corrections. Kerry made a motion to approve June 29, 2023 work meeting minutes, and Weston seconded the motion. A roll call vote was called. Councilmembers voting yes: Johnson, Jonhson, and Stevens. The vote was unanimous. Motion carriers.
III. BUSINESS
Public Comment- Fran Wilby wondered if the town plans on putting in a new fence behind the town hall. The mayor said no not at this time. Fran also wondered if the town park was getting a new pavilion and the mayor explained that the current pavilion would be getting many upgrades.
Planning & Zoning Report- The planning commission met for their August meeting on August 1 @ 7 pm. Everyone but Rhett was in attendance. They talked about setbacks and there were a lot of opinions. They have worked on rewriting the wording in the current ordinance to be clearer. They gave the new writing to the council. They had lots of discussion and asked the council to look at it and let them know if they want to change something. They had Gaylen Rees at their meeting with a building permit the commission looked it over and ultimately approved it. The council started looking at ADU, Brock was there to let the commission about changes that are being implemented in the subdivision ordinance and that it would be due for rural communities by December 2024 so they were glad about that.
Gaylen Rees-Building Permit- Eric came and took Gaylen Rees’s building permit so the council did not get a chance to look at it. They had a few questions about it. The council felt good about approving it if everything came back from Eric okay. Kerry made a motion to approve Gaylen Rees’s building permit if it came back approved by Eric, and Weston seconded the motion. A roll call vote was called. Councilmembers voting yes: Johnson, Jonhson, and Stevens. The vote was unanimous. Motion carriers.
New Water Connection Requests – Gaylen Rees, Jan Ellett Field, & Colby Banner- The mayor explained there were three people who have inquired to get a water meter. Gaylen Rees on his property where his home is going, Jan Ellett in his field which is out of town, and Colby Banner for a lot in Jackson’s subdivision which is also out of town. Scott thought maybe Gaylen already had a meter but there was no evidence of that found. Scott also mentioned that the school would be upgrading their meter to a 3-inch meter and getting a new meter at the bus shop.
Drainage Project- Mayor Noreen Johnson explains the Town Council got a letter from a concerned citizen on our drainage project. Things weren’t done properly and so Kerry made a motion to rescind the motion that was made last month, and Weston seconded it. A roll call vote was called. Councilmembers voting yes: Johnson, Jonhson, and Stevens. The vote was unanimous. Motion carriers. The mayor asked the council if we want to move forward with this project. Bryan thinks it’s the maintenance of our right of ways and thinks we have to do something, Kerry agrees. The mayor explained that Tony Jackson is on Planning and Zoning but he is the only one around with a grader and there shouldn’t be a conflict of interest. There was some discussion and the mayor explained the plan. Weston made a motion to go forward with this drainage project, and Bryan seconded the motion. A roll call vote was called. Councilmembers voting yes: Johnson, Brinkerhoff, Jonhson, and Stevens. The vote was unanimous. Motion carriers.
Rural Communities Grant- The rural communities grant will be opening in October, Carrie sent in a letter of intent. This grant will be used to purchase another greenhouse and assist with the main street light post and planter’s project. The council asked what percentage we have to put up on this grant and Carrie informed them it was 10%. Katie suggested new playground equipment, the mayor said they have looked into new equipment and it would be around 250,000 so we will have to try for another grant for that. The council agreed to move forward on this. 
[bookmark: _Hlk142302804]Telecommunication Tax Ordinance- This ordinance was passed last month but we need to amend it and change the percentage to 3.5%. Kerry made a motion to amend the ordinance and replace 6% with 3.5 %, and Weston seconded the motion. A roll call vote was called. Councilmembers voting yes: Johnson, Brinkerhoff, Jonhson, and Stevens. The vote was unanimous. Motion carriers.
Flags- At the work meeting the council discussed buying the flags from the church for $600.00. The mayor asked if anyone had any questions, but there were none. Bryan made a motion to buy the flags from the church, and Kerry seconded the motion. A roll call vote was called. Councilmembers voting yes: Johnson, Brinkerhoff, Johnson, and Steven. The vote was unanimous. Motion carriers.
Town Park - grass, sprinklers, and security cameras- The mayor explained with the town putting so much money into the park that she thinks we need some good security cameras in hopes of deterring vandalism. There was some discussion about and about the lighting at the park. Kerry mentioned that if we catch vandalism that charges need to be pressed so it will stop happening. Everyone agreed. The town park will also need a new sprinkling system and wondered if we should put it out for bid. There is still more to do so they aren’t sure if they should put it out to bid yet. The grass will also need to be replanted.
MEMBER REPORTS
Mayor Johnson- The mayor wanted to remind everybody that Monday, August 13 at 6:30 pm at the community center in Bicknell. Mayor Johnson noticed people camping at the memorial and suggested maybe getting no camping signs. It was also suggested also getting closed at a certain time sign as well.
Scott- The mountain springs in producing 46 gallons a minute. The new tank had passed inspection but they were draining it because it had a film on the top. The water sample was good. Waylon and Scott have removed the fence around the irrigation pond. They have cleaned culverts. They are working on the Scada system. Patriot Construction still needs to do a few more things. He wondered about planting grass, maybe tilling the ground up and putting seed down this fall and spring.
Kerry- Wondered where we should store the flags, the mayor thought to keep them at the church until something else gets figured out. Scott said they could go down to the cemetery as well.
Financial- A list of bills was presented to the council for payment approval. Kerry made a motion to pay the bills. Bryan seconded the motion. A roll call vote was called. Councilmembers voting yes: Albrecht, Johnson, and Brinkerhoff. The vote was unanimous. Motion carriers. Since Weston had done some work for the town he abstained from voting.
IV.   CLOSED SESSION/ ADJOURNMENT
Since there were no other items on the agenda, at 8:28, the mayor adjourned the meeting.

____________________________________Mayor _______________________________________Clerk
