

Kane County Economic Opportunity Board Meeting
REGULAR BOARD MEETING AGENDA AND PUBLIC NOTICE
Kanab Center
20 N 100 E, Kanab, UT 84741
Monday, August 14, 2023– 3:00 pm
In-person and Zoom Virtual Meeting
Kanab, UT 84741

Individuals with special needs or disabilities should contact Kelly Stowell at (435) 899-0443 for accommodations at least 24 hours prior to the meeting.

AGENDA

1. Approve Minutes of June 12, 2023 meeting

2. County Economic Opportunity Board and Rural County Grant County Economic Opportunity Board Terms and Overview

3. Small Business Development Center $20,000.00 Request for funding

4. 2022-2023 Rural County Grant Program Report Deadline 

5. 2023-2024 Rural County Grant Program Application 

6. Updates: 
a. UDOT Active Transportation Planning Feasibility Study 
b. Utah Association of Counties Economic Development County Growth Strategy Planning Update and Next Steps
c. East Zion Trails Survey Activity
d. Short Term Trainings 1 and 2
e. Big Water Transportation
f. Orderville Park
g. Women’s Leadership in Business Trainings
h. Kane County School District
i. Buddy Mail
j. Raising Kane Business Summit





Kane County Economic Opportunity Board Meeting
REGULAR BOARD MEETING AGENDA AND PUBLIC NOTICE
DRAFT MINUTES
    Kane County Economic Opportunity Board Meeting
REGULAR BOARD MEETING AGENDA AND PUBLIC NOTICE
Held Monday June 12, 2023– 10:30 AM

The Kane County Economic Opportunity (CEO) Board met on June 12, 2023 at approximately 10:30 am at the Kanab Center. Those in attendance included Boyd Corry, Celeste Meyeres, Scott Leavitt, David Schmucker, Mitch Stadlander, Joe Sorenson, and Kelly Stowell. Kelly Stowell acted as Chairman and Kelly Stowell, took minutes. 

The Kane County Economic Opportunity Board meeting was called to order shortly after 10:30 am by Chairman, Kelly Stowell welcoming attendees to the meeting where a quorum was present. To begin the meeting, there was a short overview and discussion about the establishment of the CEO Board and the board’s role on making recommendations to the county commission related to Rural County Grant Program (RCGP) projects. It was discussed about the need overall to find qualified economic opportunity projects in Kane County to apply for these funds. Final approval of funds or nonapproved projects will be made by the Kane County Commission in open commission meeting. 
The funds for the RCGP comes from the State of Utah, Governor’s Office of Economic Opportunity and are to be used for the following:
· business recruitment, development, and expansion: 
· workforce training and development; and, 
· infrastructure and capital facilities improvements for business development

There are reporting requirements that must be submitted to the state by Kane County on how the grant funds are being spent. After the discussion took place about the RCGP and the role of the CEO Board, five proposals were on the agenda and considered by the board.  

The first agenda item considered by the board was the approval of minutes from the previous board meeting. A motion was made by David Schmucker to approve the minutes of the April 3, 2023 Kane County Economic Opportunity Board meeting minutes and the motion was seconded by Boyd Corry. The motion was approved unanimously by the board members. 

The first proposal heard was made for several recreation related items for the Town of Orderville, with the majority of the funding going towards the development of a playground and city park. It was emphasized, Orderville is need of a park providing opportunities for residents and visitors. There are more than 7 million cars that drive through Orderville every year and is home to a large number of vacation rental properties. Orderville needs to develop projects and reasons for people to stay longer. A rendered model of park facilities along with a budget was presented to board members. There are matching funds committed from Kane County Office of Tourism and the Town of Orderville is providing the land for an in-kind match. It was also reported the basketball courts inside the North Events Center are in bad condition. Usage of the North Events Center is high and utilized by both community members and visitors, who come for sports tournaments and many other events. There is a large need to resurface the floor at the North Events Center and a bid was submitted highlighting the cost of resurfacing. There are matching funds from the Town of Orderville along with Kane County Office of Tourism for the courts for this activity as well. The total project cost is about $550,000 with $283,000 requested from RCGP for the North Events Center sport court, outside sport court, bathroom remodel, and everything necessary to create a town park. This project is needed badly for the Town of Orderville. The project was received with wide consensus support by the CEO Board but the question of whether the project qualified for funding under state law and administrative rules of the Governor’s Office of Economic Opportunity.

The Orderville project spurred a brief summary on available funds by Kelly Stowell, and it was highlighted there should be about $330,000.00 available in the RCGP after commitments are paid on current projects and there is $200,000.00 expected to be received by Kane County for Fiscal Year 2023-2024. 

Boyd Corry made a motion for the board to continue discussing the item until we can get clarification from the state on whether this project qualifies for funding under the guidelines of the grant program and then the board will consider it again. The motion was seconded by David Schmucker. The motion was approved with no dissenting votes. 

The next proposal was presented asking for planning money in an amount of $10,000.00 for Cedar Mountain Events and Community Center. The funding would pay for investigating building components and a site plan for a community events center. Ten acres of land was purchased and is owned by the Cedar Mountain Land Owners Association where the facility will be located at the junction of Highway 14 and the Mammoth Creek Road. It was reported Duck Creek days has outgrown the space where the event is currently held in the meadow and this event would be designed to hold this large event and others in this new space. Duck Creek Days is one of the largest Kane County events and the premier event on Cedar Mountain. The space would serve as a business support center and would have space for trainings and other community events. The space would be able to accommodate The space would also include a North Kane County visitor center or tourism/information welcome center which does not currently exist on Cedar Mountain. 

Boyd Corry made a motion to favorably recommend $10,000 of RCGP funds for the Cedar Mountain Community and Events Center planning project to develop a conceptual site plan and cost estimate. The motion was seconded by Joe Sorensen and the motion passed favorably recommending the project be heard by the full commission.

A project proposal was heard regarding the development of a Kane County School District Cosmetology Program. The school district has space it wants to renovate at the old Kanab Elementary School to house the program. The cosmetology program is open to adults and Kane County School District students. There are two instructors hired right now who are certified by Snow College to conduct the program trainings. There are matching funds available from a variety of sources and the school district needs $50,000 for construction costs which was requested from the Rural County Grant Program to renovate a building at the old elementary school. Support from Kane County would enable the school district to open up the program to adults in the community and not just students. This project is well qualified and checks all the boxes with the requirements for the RCGP. The hours will transfer over straight across to other cosmetology schools located throughout Utah. 

A motion was made by Boyd Corry to favorably recommend for the Kane County Commission to support the $50,000 in Rural County Grant Funds for the Kane County School District Cosmetology Program. The motion was seconded by Scott Leavitt and was unanimously favorably recommended by the CEO Board for further action by the county commissioners.

Women’s Business Trainings proposal was presented by Pat Gurrero, president of the Kanab Chamber of Commerce for a joint training program with the Women’s Leadership Institute. The program is a statewide program administered by former Utah state Senator Pat Jones. The Women Leadership Institute offers several resources in an effort to draw more women into the workforce, business positions and running for office. The Career Development Series covers negotiating, leadership, and other skills to run businesses. It was requested for $5,000 to have 10 participants from Kane County participate in the ten-month program where it will be broadcast at the Southwest Tech Building. The Kanab Chamber would be the sponsoring agency and matching funds are provided at an amount of $297 per person through Custom Fit Funds with Southwest Tech. Participants will be required to pay the remainder of the costs as well and the project meets the criteria for RCGP funds. 

Scott Leavitt made a motion to favorably recommend $5,000 from the Rural County Grant Program for the Women’s Leadership Career Development Program initiative. The motion was seconded by Joe Sorensen and was unanimously supported by the CEO board for further action by the county commission.

Board member David Schumcker presented a highway improvement project in Big Water on Highway 89. There are matching funds being provided by a number of organizations. The project will benefit the business community with improved access to Big Water in the form of acceleration and deceleration lanes, widening of the highway, and turn lanes. Safety concerns will be mitigated with this road improvement and will allow better access to businesses located off highway 89. This will be a big improvement for Big Water and meets the criteria of the RCGP through business development. Big Water is in need of $50,000 to complete the funding needed for the construction of this project. Big Water is asking for $25,000 from the RCGP and will go to another source for the remaining $25,000 needed for the project. 

Boyd Corry made a motion to recommend favorably $25,000 for the Big Water Highway 89 Transportation Improvement project. The motion was seconded by Joe Sorensen and passed favorably to be considered by the full county commission for funding. 

A motion was made to adjourn the meeting and the meeting was adjourned. 
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