


UTAH SCHOOLS FOR THE DEAF AND THE BLIND
Advisory Council Minutes

Utah State Office of Education 
250 East 500 South
Salt Lake City, Utah  84114

Board Room
Approved 4/24/14
Date:   March 27, 2014
4:30 p.m.  -  General Session
[bookmark: _GoBack]Attending:    Scott McAward, Chair & Voting Member 
Chris Bischke, Voting Member
Suzy Blackham, Non-Voting Member
Kay Clark, Voting Member
Michael Jensen, Non-Voting Member
Tony Jepson, Voting Member
Dan Mathis, Voting Member
Sandra Ruconich, Voting Member 
Clough Shelton, Voting Member

Excused:	Jenifer Lloyd, Voting Member
Erika Smith, Voting Member
Darran Zenger, Voting Member

Also Attending: 

Tamara Flint, Executive Assistant 
		
Interpreters:

	Andrea Rathbun
	Ryan Brown 

Administrative Staff Present: 
Leslie Buchanan, Director, Deaf-Blind Services
Mike Hillstrom, Director of KBS/USDB
Scott Jones, Director of Finance
Carolyn Lasater, Associate Superintendent of USB
Marilyn Madsen, Director of Deaf South Region
Hollie Murdock, Director of ERC/USIMAC
Kim Pierce, Director of Development and Communications
Trena Roueche’, Associate Superintendent of USD
Jennifer Salazar, Director of Deaf Central
Michelle Tanner, Director of JMS/USDB

Excused:	Melanie Austin, Director, Blind Region II
Karen Borg, Director of Blind PIP
Joel Coleman, Superintendent
Gloria Hearn, Director of Blind Region 1
Mike Tribe, Director of Human Resource

Also attending:

Glenna Gallo, USOE Special Education
		Bonilynn Henrie, USDBEA
		Dave Rodemack, USOE
		Leah Voorhies, USOE
		Charity Diven, Parent of USDB Student 

1.	Welcome and Pledge of Allegiance

Chair Dr. McAward welcomed everyone in attendance and also led the assembly in the Pledge of Allegiance.  

2.	 Public Comments

	No public comments.

ACTION ITEMS

3.	Consent Calendar

Dr. Chris Bischke moved to accept the Advisory Council minutes of February 27, 2014, the Vacancy Report for February FY 14 and the Donated Account Summaries for February FY 14 with the exception of a transfer from the Donated Account checking to the general Donated Account (PTIF) in the amount of $100,000. This $100,000 donation was received from the Ray & Tye Noorda Foundation. Dr. Shelton seconded.  Motion carried.

INFORMATION ITEMS

4.	Ms. Deja Mitchell (VSA Artist) presented a slide show describing the importance of dance in students’ lives.  She is requesting a yearly donation of $500 for the next few years to assist in acquiring costumes, scenery and props for future dance performances.  This amount may decrease after a few years as more supplies are gathered.  Mr. Jones recommended using donated funds to support the dance program this year, adding that the dance program funding request could possibly be built into the FY 15 Enrichment plan budget.  Ms. Mitchell informed the Council that the program which will be presented to USDB students and staff this year is titled “Where the Wild Things Are.”  She would like to create some type of animals on dowels so that every child, including severely challenged children, could hold them and be involved.  Mr. Mathis welcomed Ms. Mitchell to the Advisory Council and encouraged her to also teach in the central region at JMS.  

Dr. McAward reminded the Council that they have discretionary funds that could also be used for items like this.  He also reminded everyone speaking to use their microphones at all times, so that everyone can be heard clearly on the audio recording that must be available on the Utah Public Notice Website.

5.	Budget
Mr. Jones reviewed the Advisory Council Board Report.  Superintendent Coleman will be presenting this to the State Board of Education on April 4, 2014.  Mr. Jones notified the Council that USDB is operationally capable as of February 28, 2014 with 60% of the budget spent and 33% of the school year remaining.  
Mr. Jones also addressed the Cost Data report and asked the Council to review and ask questions if necessary. The dollar amounts are usually off by approximately $2.00 due to rounding.  We are seeing an increase in travel due to larger caseloads, but our budget is intact and we are on glide path for the remainder of the year.  
The Statement of Net Position, the Changes in Net Position and the Cash Flow for period eight were also provided for the Council’s review and questions.
Mr. Jones provided an update on the Enrichment fund’s status.  Currently, we have spent 24% of the $553,000 available, but that amount will be reduced significantly when we pay for the Audiology RV.  Also, the FM systems upgrade will start showing up in financial statements during the next two to three months.  
Dr. McAward raised a question regarding the mobile computer lab.  Ms. Roueche’ addressed his concerns by explaining that the mobile computer lab has been split between the KBS and JMS campuses and will be utilized for the SAGE testing.  The FM systems upgrade, Audiology RV and mobile computer lab have not been expensed yet, but will be soon.  We are also still waiting on Utah Corrections Industries (UCI) to finish the cabinetry for the activity center.  


All of the above-mentioned expenses are well within the $553,000 budget.  Mr. Jones should have all the FY 15 recommendations by next week and will bring them at the April meeting.  The recommendations will be voted on at the Council’s May meeting.  Dr. McAward notified the Council that we are still in need of two additional Council members to be part of the Enrichment sub-committee.  This meeting will take place before the April 24, 2014 Advisory Council meeting.  The Council representatives will be Dr. Bischke, Mr. Mathis and Ms. Blackham.
Dr. McAward explained to new Council members that the Enrichment funds are to be used on items and activities that have a direct link to children.  Ms. Roueche’ explained that Enrichment funds are utilized on the deaf side for the provision of deaf mentors, the athletic program, sport camps, life camps, the drama program, the literacy program, the Academic Bowl, the post-high STEP program, the mobile computer lab, iPads, and the Audiology RV.  Ms. Lasater also shared items specific to the blind side including expanded core curriculum, short term programs, O&M, living skills, learning skills, summer camps, UWIN (Utah Work Incentive Network) and iPads.
6.	Superintendent Items
Superintendent Coleman was out of town.  A Superintendent report was sent electronically for the Advisory Council’s review.  Dr. McAward read aloud the report to update the Council on the following items:
· Laser focus on Education
· Finances
· Facilities
· Legislature
· Employees
· IT and Data Retention
· Communications
7.	Future Agenda Items
	Deaf Space (A new concept in universal building design) – Mr. Mathis
	Enrichment funds 
8.	Executive Session
Dr. Shelton made a motion to move into executive session to review the USDB Advisory Council nominations.  Mr. Mathis seconded.  Roll call was unanimous.
Dr. Shelton made a motion to return to general session.  Mr. Jepson seconded.  Roll call was unanimous.
Dr. McAward announced that the purpose of the executive session was to discuss USDB Advisory Council nominations.  The following people will be recommended to the State Board of Education to fill vacant positions on the USDB Advisory Council:
· Sandy Ruconich (reappointment) – Individual who is Blind or Visually Impaired

· Tony Jepson (reappointment) – Individual who is Blind or Visually Impaired

· Dan Mathis (reappointment) – Individual who is Deaf or Hard-of-Hearing

· Darran Zenger (reappointment) – Individual who is Deafblind or Parent of a Deafblind child

· Jenifer Lloyd (reappointment) – Individual who is Deafblind or Parent of a Deafblind child

· Melanie Hooten – (new member) - Individual who has an interest in and knowledge of the needs and education of students who are Deaf, Blind or Deafblind

· Chris Bischke (reappointment) - Individual who has an interest in and knowledge of the needs and education of students who are Deaf, Blind or Deafblind

· Richard Gurgel (new member) – Individual who has an interest in and knowledge of the needs and education of students who are Deaf, Blind or Deafblind

· Suzy Blackham (reappointment) – USDB Teacher Representative

We will be seeking an additional member to represent the Deaf or Hard of Hearing category.
Dr. Shelton moved to approve the above USDB Advisory Council recommendations to the State Board of Education.  Mr. Mathis seconded.  Motion carried.
Dr. McAward adjourned the meeting at 6:45 pm. 
