CITY OF OREM
PLANNING COMMISSION SPECIAL MEETING MINUTES
August 2, 2023
 
The following items are discussed in these minutes:
· Discussion of the Transportation Master Plan (TMP)
 
REGULAR MEETING
 
Place:               City Council Conference Room
 
At 4:45 p.m.     Chair Komen called the Planning Commission special meeting to order.
 
Those present:    Mike Carpenter, Gerald Crismon, James Hawkes, Madeline Komen, Murray Low and Haysam Sakar, Planning Commission members; Ryan L. Clark, Assistant City Manager/Development Services Director; Jason W. Bench, Assistant Development Services Director; Cheryl Vargas and Makayla Wagstaff, Associate Planners; Grant Allen, Senior Planner; Sam Kelly, City Engineer; Gary McGinn, Legal Counsel and Terry Peterson, City Council Liaison
 
Those excused:   Helena Kleinlein, Planning Commission member; Matt Taylor, Senior Planner
 
Agenda Item 2.1: Chair Komen introduced the topic of Transportation Master Plan and opened the meeting up for discussion.
 
1. Ms. Koman asked about various sections for the TMP that recommend a board update, when does that happen? (click here for recording)
 
1. Discussion Items:
Mr. Carpenter is concerned about projects that are not warranted and do not benefit the City of Orem, but benefit the neighboring cities and UVU. For example the 800 South overpass would greatly affect the neighborhoods on both sides of the I-15 and only benefit UVU. Also, the Center Street widening project only benefits Vineyard City. (click here for recording)
1. There is another overpass on 1200 North in an industrial area and we do not want the traffic going through the neighborhoods.
1. 800 East. This is a side route for people coming out of Provo, this is not in need of major traffic changes.
1. Would like to understand traffic signal criteria better.
1. It was mentioned that they do not want any Continuous Flow Intersections (CFI).

1. Mr. Hawkes asked when Horrocks Engineering does this recommendation, are they the consulting engineers for Provo as well as Orem? Mr. Kelly said the regional items come from the MAG model. These projects are listed on the TMP and when the City notices there is a failure, the City will start the process. Mr. Hawkes asked Mr. Kelly what he would be concerned about with this plan, and if he had any issues with it. Mr. Kelly said everyone has an opinion, but he does not want the document to be a political document, but to be based on data. He does not want to be restricted when a project’s time comes up, eliminating a corridor from being eligible for state or federal dollars as that would cost Orem more and take more time. It creates a better quality of life by providing additional ways to move throughout the city. These projects in the TMP are place holders. This is part of the general plan. (click here for recording) 

1. Mr. Low asked what would Orem want to do about closing UVU off from the surrounding neighborhood. Does Orem want a different relationship with UVU in terms of coexisting peacefully by being separate? Does connectivity in Orem have to then include connectivity with the state? (click here for recording)
1. Ms. Koman asked if the Planning Commission could discuss these issues in future meetings and then come back and retroactively make changes to the TMP.
1. Mr. McGinn said the Planning Commission role is to make a recommendation about the TMP to the City Council. The Planning Commission could say that in the future specific aspects of the plan need to be discussed or deal with some of these things on an on-going basis. Mr. Peterson said the Planning Commission can give input on what they have learned and what their concerns are. Mr. McGinn said the Planning Commission can make a recommendation to City Council that the Commission is OK with but that there are specific concerns that need a more in-depth study. This could be a better approach. (click here for recording) 
1. Page 67 - Item 4.9 Connectivity on project list – further discussions about connectivity in Orem are needed. (click here for recording) 
1. Add “safety hazards” and traffic’s impact on neighborhoods to the second paragraph of the Executive Summary on p.i. After “combat congestion”.

1. Future Discussions: 
2. Bike lanes: find a better solution than being in traffic, perhaps wider sidewalks (click here for recording)
0. Update bike and pedestrian plan. Striping gives a false sense of security (click here for recording)
2. UVU connectivity (click here for recording)
2. Orem Center Street - Geneva Road & I-15, discussion point, do not justify projects that benefit neighboring cities being able to move through Orem more easily.
2. Page 67 - Item 4.9 Connectivity on project list - need further discussion on connectivity in Orem. (click here for recording) 

1. Specific concerns and recommended changes to TMP:
3. Page 25 – overpass on 1200 north and 800 South, need to look into it more depth or eliminate. (click here for recording)
3. Page 25 – 800 South connection to Campus Drive should remain closed – UVU has to change their traffic pattern. (click here for recording)
3. Page 35 – MAG Regional Transportation Plan – remove the I-15/Orem 800 S/Campus Drive (Geneva Road to UVU).   (click here for recording)
3. Page 35 – MAG Regional Transportation Plan – Orem Center Street/I-15 Ramp and Lane Improvements. (click here for recording)
3. Page 49 – remove Item #4 from list.  (click here for recording)

1. Mr. Sakar said Orem does not have a plan to aim for, we have not established a direction. Cannot control UVU, there will be more development. Mr. Bench said Orem does have an overall general plan that dictates what the City will grow into. There are also nine neighborhood plans which are an appendix to the General Plan. (click here for recording)

1. The Transportation Master Plan will be scheduled for the September 6, 2023 Planning Commission meeting to send a recommendation to the City Council.
 
Adjourn: Chair Komen called for a motion and moved to adjourn. Mr. Carpenter seconded the motion. Those voting aye: Mike Carpenter, Gerald Crismon, James Hawkes, Madeline Komen, Murray Low and Haysam Sakar.  The motion passed unanimously.
 
Adjourn:  5:55 p.m.
 
 
 
         	              _______________________________                                                          
                                                                                            	 	Ryan L. Clark
Planning Commission Secretary


[bookmark: _GoBack] Approved: August 16, 2023
 
