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Business Meeting Minutes

Date:	Wednesday, April 2, 2014
Time:	7:00 p.m.
Place:	Tooele City Hall, Council Chambers
	90 North Main Street, Tooele Utah

Council Members Present:
Brad Pratt, Chair
Scott Wardle
Dave McCall
Steve Pruden
Debbie Winn 
 
City Employees Present:
Mayor Patrick Dunlavy
Roger Baker, City Attorney
Glenn Caldwell, Finance Director
Michelle Pitt, City Recorder
Jim Bolser, Public Works and Community Development Director
Chief Ron Kirby, Chief of Police
Paul Hansen, City Engineer
Heidi Peterson, Communities That Care Director

Minutes prepared by Elisa Jenkins

Chairman Pratt called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  He welcomed Boy Scout Troops 1607 and 203 who were working on their Citizenship in the Community Merit Badge.

1. Pledge of Allegiance

The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Jeff Dillon from Boy Scout Troop 203.

2. Roll Call

Brad Pratt, Present
Scott Wardle, Present
Dave McCall, Present
Steve Pruden, Present
Debbie Winn, Present

3. Mayor’s Community Youth Recognition Awards

Presented by Mayor Patrick Dunlavy, Chief Ron Kirby, and Heidi Peterson

Mayor Dunlavy welcomed all that had come to support these students and said that it is very rewarding to recognize these young people.  He said that this award is very important to the Council and himself and he feels that this is one of the most important things that they do at City Council meeting.  He also said that it is very important for youth to be recognized for the good things that they do.  He noted that over the past eight years since this program began they have recognized about 300 young people with this award.  He introduced Chief Ron Kirby, Chief of Police and Ms. Heidi Peterson the Communities that Care Director.

Ms. Peterson thanked everyone for coming and supporting these students.  She said that research shows that kids need to be recognized for the good things they do.  She mentioned that there are three programs that the Communities that Care program offers in the community which are; 1) Lions Quest in the Elementary Schools, 2) Life Skills Training in the Secondary Schools and 3) Guiding Good Choices which is a family program.  She encouraged anyone interested in the Guiding Good Choices program to contact her.  She explained that the students receiving this award will receive a backpack filled with donations from various businesses in the community and she thanked those businesses for their donations.  She thanked the Tooele School District and the teachers for their support of the Communities of Care program in the schools. She recognized Joyce James in the audience who teaches 6th grade at Settlement Canyon Elementary.  She also thanked the Police Department for their role in this program. 

Ms. Peterson then presented the Mayor’s Community Recognition Award to the following students:

Harmonee Daniel, Northlake Elementary
Jordan Ledesma, Northlake Elementary
Canyon Christensen, Copper Canyon Elementary
Aspyn Sagers, Settlement Canyon Elementary

Ms. Peterson congratulated these students for their hard work in their families and the community. 

Mayor Dunlavy asked the students to stand and he recognized them and congratulated them again for receiving this this award.  He said that he is very proud of these students and noted that they will be the future leaders of the City.  He also recognized the families for the important role they play in these young people’s lives.  He thanked the teachers in the schools for helping the Communities that Care program succeed.

A brief recess was taken for a picture with the Mayor, and the recipients of this award.

4. Public Comment Period

Chairman Pratt invited anyone from the public who would like to come forward and address the Council to please do so.  

Chairman Pratt read a statement before the public comment period began.  He stated that because of the recent fervor in the paper and City Council meetings it prompted the City Council to request research to be gathered for them to investigate ways to improve Tooele City’s current procedure and decorum of the public comment period.  He said that as a Council they are here as citizen’s advocates.  Their responsibility is to give equal consideration and opportunity to all who speak in the public forum.  He welcomed everyone to personally contact each of the members on the Council.  The Council is looking for ways to improve the quality of the process given during the public comment period to adequately address the needs and concerns of citizens.  He said that we are all passionate about our causes.  Sometimes that passion can pose a threat or safety issue to citizens who attend the meetings.  The safety of everyone is paramount in their consideration as they seek ways to improve the current procedure.  They felt investigating what other City’s do and by taking steps to incorporate the best into our City’s meeting they can improve the public comment portion of the City Council meeting.  He said that the Council welcomes the comments of everyone.  He asked those who will speak during the public comment period to please keep their comments to 3 minutes and sign the roster when they speak.  He noted that contrary to what is out in the media, they have not had a discussion to do away with the public comment period.

Tom Poyner, 295 N 1000 W of Tooele addressed the Council.  Mr. Poyner said that he wanted to voice his concerns regarding the public comment period of the City Council meetings. He has been attending City Council meetings for a long period of time and he said that in his opinion; he has never felt threatened being in the room during the public comment period or seen anybody else threatened.  He also noted that Chief Kirby usually attends the City Council meetings which he feels is helpful.  He said that since the last time he made comments during the public comment time during a City Council meeting he feels like he has been singled out and things have changed.  He understands that the state law does not require the public comment period but he feels like it is worthwhile.  He also has noticed that before the last time he made comments during the public comment period he was always recognized during the work session meeting and City Council meeting as a Planning Commission member and since his comments he is not recognized as a Commission member, he is just as a member of the public.  He would like to see the public comment period continue the way that it always has.

Tom Kramer, 131 North 1st Street of Tooele addressed the Council.   Mr. Kramer had some questions about what he read in the Tooele Transcript regarding the public comment period of City Council meetings.  He also understands that the Council cannot answer questions during this time.  He noted that the paper said that a regulated public comment period would give the City Council “an opportunity to train the public in the process of talking to us”; Mr. Kramer asked how this training would take place?  He also noted that the paper said residents would be required to “provide their full name, home address, telephone number, email address, and a brief description of the topic or topics they wish to address,” he asked if someone had to fill out all that information for the agenda if it would then be put on the agenda and the Council would have to answer those questions.  He also wondered who would decide who goes on the agenda?  It also said in the paper that Council would like “the city to better guide citizens to the department that would be best able to address their grievances”.  Does that mean that there is an authority chain to climb to be able to speak to the City Council?  He also said he is a tax payer, he asked the Council if they feel like they are employees of the taxpayers, and if that is they case as their employer he feels like he should be able to talk to the Council.  

Councilman Wardle stated that what was reported in the Tooele Transcript was not a policy consideration.  It was a discussion as to how the open form was done and if there should be changes.  He said that there were draft ideas but no one was advocating anything.  He said that it was an information session.  He told Mr. Kramer that he appreciates his questions and comments.  He also stated that the public has a right to talk to the Council anytime and he invited them to call them, or e-mail them at any time.  He said that the idea that the City Council was proposing a policy change as it was reported was, in fact, inaccurate.  

Curtis Beckstrom, 443 E 700 N of Tooele addressed the Council.  He said that he has been in attendance at the Tooele County Commission meetings more regularly than the Tooele City Council meetings and has noted in their meetings that there are questions at the end of their meetings that the Commissioners answer. He asked about the sequence of the Council’s agenda and asked if the open forum could be at the end of the meeting opposed to the beginning so questions and concerns could be answered.   

Chairman Pratt invited Mr. Beckstrom to discuss that with him after the meeting.

Tom Poyner addressed the Council.  He has noted during this discussion that it is up to the citizens to pre-plan and pre-schedule their issues with the Council.  He asked if during the last public comment period when he made his comments, which some of his comments might have sparked something with the Council, why the Council didn’t reach out to him and discuss it with him?

Chairman Pratt stated that he would be happy to discuss that with Mr. Poyner after the meeting.

Chairman Pratt closed the public comment period at 7:34 p.m.

5. David R. Davis Water Rights Appeal Decision

Chairman Pratt stated that the Tooele City Council is prepared to announce tonight the decision in the water right appeal of David R. Davis after a hearing was held March 5, 2014.  He stated that the Council has reviewed an enormous amount of evidence associated with this appeal.  The Council is persuaded that Mr. Davis did not meet his burden of proving that the strict application of the City’s water rights conveyance policy was inequitable, unreasonable or unlawful.  To the contrary the substantial evidence in the record indicates that the City’s actions were equitable, reasonable and lawful.  The appeal therefore is denied.  He told Mr. Davis that the decision is in writing in an envelope with City Recorder, Michelle Pitt.  

6. Resolution 2014-15 A Resolution of the Tooele City Council Amending Golf Course Fees

Presented by Chris Scott

Mr. Scott said that they are proposing to raise the regular 9 and 18 hole green fees by one dollar.  They are not proposing an increase for juniors, seniors, punch cards, or season passes.  They are proposing to raise the 18 hole cart fee from $11 to $12.  They are proposing to raise all three sizes of range balls by one dollar a bucket.  They are proposing to raise the season trail fee from $175 to $200 for existing season trail fee holders and $250 for new season trail fee holders.  He said that these increases should increase revenue about $40,000 this year.

Councilman Pruden noted that there has not been a rate increase at the golf course in 3 years.

Mr. Baker noted that most of these increases are only one dollar.

Chairman Pratt said that the golf course has improved drastically over the past years.  He commended Mr. Scott for his hard work.

Mayor Dunlavy noted that this fee increase is to keep the golf course at the level of maintenance that it is currently running at.  Costs are going up everywhere and they are very cost conscience.   He believes that they have elevated the quality of the golf course in recent years and the return of investment to the City since Mr. Scott has taken over has been significant.  They are trying to be competitive with other golf courses around the area and to keep the golf course the way that it has been running.  He recognized Mr. Scott for all he does.

Councilman McCall moved to approve Resolution 2014-15.  Councilwoman Winn seconded the motion. The vote was as follows:  Councilman Pruden, “Aye”, Councilman Wardle, “Aye”, Councilman McCall, “Aye”, Councilwoman Winn, “Aye”, and Chairman Pratt, “Aye”.  

7. Resolution 2014-16 A Resolution of the Tooele City Council Accepting the Completed Public Improvements Associated with the Star Plaza Development Located at 1000 North Main Street

Presented by Paul Hansen

Mr. Hansen stated that this is the new commercial development located on the northeast corner of 1000 North Main Street.  He said that City Code requires that upon the completion of public improvements as verified by inspection by City staff, that the City Council accept the public improvements and commence the one year warranty.  He said that the public improvements on Main Street have not been completed, however those are not Tooele City public improvements they are public improvements associated with UDOT.  Because of the inclement weather UDOT has granted them via a letter to the City, an extension on the time by which UDOT will require the paving to be completed.  The Council is approving the City improvements not the UDOT improvements.    

Mr. Baker asked if they have bonded with UDOT for those improvements.

Mr. Hansen said they have bonded with UDOT.

Mr. Baker asked if the City is releasing the bond for the improvements.

Mr. Hansen said that the City does not hold the bond for UDOT.  The City only holds the bond for the City improvements.

Mr. Baker asked if they have bonded with UDOT for the UDOT improvements.

Mr. Hansen said “yes”.  Mr. Hansen said that he is asking that the one year warranty begin.

Councilman Pruden noted that the second tenant is coming soon and asked if there is sufficient parking for that tenant.  

Mr. Hansen said “yes”.

Councilman Pruden asked when the third tenant comes in if the parking will have to be addressed again.

Mr. Hansen said that depends on who the third tenant will be.  That would be site improvements not public improvements.

Councilman Pruden moved to approve Resolution 2014-16.  Councilman Wardle seconded the motion. The vote was as follows:  Councilman Pruden, “Aye”, Councilman Wardle, “Aye”, Councilman McCall, “Aye”, Councilwoman Winn, “Aye”, and Chairman Pratt, “Aye”.  

8. Resolution 2014-17 a Resolution of the Tooele City Council Authorizing an Easement Agreement for an Easement Across Tooele City Property for a Settlement Canyon Irrigation Company Pipeline

Presented by Roger Baker

Mr. Baker stated that Settlement Canyon Irrigation Company announced last year the construction of a new pipeline along the length of approximately 2 miles in Settlement Canyon to capture water that is currently in the streambed.  They would like to capture the water to better utilize it for the company’s customers in the valley.  The County Recorder’s office and irrigation company believe that the pipeline will cross a small sliver of city own property about 3-4 feet just south and east of the mouth of the reservoir.  The irrigation company and the City would like to have the easement in place.  The County Surveyor’s office has suggested a few changes to the legal description; they will make sure of the changes before they sign.  He said that staff recommends approval.

Councilman Wardle moved to adopt Resolution 2014-17.  Councilman Pruden seconded the motion.  The vote was as follows:  Councilman Pruden, “Aye”, Councilman Wardle, “Aye”, Councilman McCall, “Aye”, Councilwoman Winn, “Aye”, and Chairman Pratt, “Aye”.  

9. Minutes:  March 19, 2014 

Councilman Wardle moved to approve the Tooele City Council Minutes for the meetings held March 19, 2014 as presented.  Councilman McCall seconded the motion.  The vote was as follows:  Councilman Pruden, “Aye”, Councilman Wardle, “Aye”, Councilman McCall, “Aye”, Councilwoman Winn, “Aye”, and Chairman Pratt, “Aye”.  

10. Invoices 

Ms. Pitt stated that there were no invoices to present.

Chairman Pratt turned the time over to RDA Chairman Pruden for an announcement.  Chairman Pruden said that they have worked hard to replace jobs since the south area closed.  He acknowledged Randy Sant and the great job he does in recruiting businesses to Tooele and working with the legislature.  They have secured a major company that will be coming to Tooele who will be building a 550,000 square foot building in the Ninigret Industrial Park.  The business that is coming will be a west coast distribution center for Cabella’s. They will be hiring between 175-250 people.  They are going to start construction immediately and Tooele City is excited for them to become part of the community. He thanked the Mayor, Mr. Baker, Mr. Hansen and Mr. Sant for their work on this project.  He wanted the public to be aware that they are working hard to replace lost jobs in the community.

11. Adjourn

Chairman Pratt thanked everyone for coming.

Councilman Pruden moved to adjourn the meeting.  Councilman McCall seconded the motion.  The vote was as follows:  Councilman Pruden, “Aye”, Councilman Wardle, “Aye”, Councilman McCall, “Aye”, Councilwoman Winn, “Aye”, and Chairman Pratt, “Aye”.  
The meeting adjourned at 7:50 p.m.

The content of the minutes is not intended, nor are they submitted, as a verbatim transcription of the meeting.  These minutes are a brief overview of what occurred at the meeting.

Approved this 16th day of April 2014

_______________________________________________________ 
Brad Pratt, Chair Tooele City Council
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