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Loa Town & Waterworks Council Meeting                                          July 13, 2023

[bookmark: _Hlk29388682]Mayor Grundy opens the meeting. Town board members present: Chris Olsen is present, Bart Brian is present, Ryan Rees is present, Don Bone is absent, Michelle Brian is present, Jeanette Taylor is present, Matt Morgan is present. 

Visitors: Dane Leavitt, Wendy Potter, Barbara Tewell

Arsenic results: May - blend is .0096, well #2 is .0095, well #3 is .0109, June – blend is .0095, well #2 is .0092, well #3 is .0102. Blends are still below so that is good.

Business Items:

Matt said that the parks had been vandalized and the cameras were ruined too so nothing can be seen. They took the cover off from the power panel and cut the power off so that ruined the hard drive in the cameras. Matt had to get with Garkane to get a new one for that. He had a shed style lock on the stage and they ripped it off the door and ruined the door. He got that fixed. He had a zoom meeting today for cross connections. He got the parks cleaned up and ready for tonight and he will trim tomorrow because it is rented out again Saturday. He helped Garkane fix a water leak so he will find out what the parts cost and they can bill them for that. Mike Potter had a leak on a water hydrant, they got it fixed. Mike also had an irrigation leak that he thought pertained to the water project but they found that it didn’t so Mike got that fixed. Andy Rasmussen was out to Dry Valley again fixing the road so Matt helped him. He also sprayed the fence line out by the wells when he was out there. He ran out of spray so he was waiting on more to come in. He said we would need to order more mulch for the parks, he used up the last of the supply. Michelle will have to see where they ordered it from. Matt said the name was on the bags he could probably get it for her. He said he got a load of sod ordered for Tuesday and he will haul a load of scrap over too. He has been chasing sprinklers and trying to get on top of dry spots on the lawns everywhere. There is an old meter barrel in front of the church where the asphalt has sunken in. It doesn’t have water to it or anything. He put a cone up so that people didn’t trip on it. He will get it out and fix the hole. It’s been there a long time, not sure why the asphalt sunk and it showed up now. Ryan asked if there was a leak in the irrigation line that’s by Karen Martin’s house. That asphalt going across has sunk in a lot. Matt said no there’s not, it has just settled more and sunk. He has put some more mix in it from time to time but it’s gotten worse. He will see if he can get more and top it off again. Michelle asked about signs, if he had heard from Adus. He said he hadn’t heard from him. He will have to email him again. The mayor said get the ones out that you have at least. He said he had got a few of them done already. Matt said the county had surveyors here and they have marked off around septic and utilities. He thinks they are going to propose purchasing that portion with the building that the town owns. He said Phillip Winters came and probed and found the septic so they put a small rock in the area. Roger came in and is planning on coming in next month. Michelle will contact him and see who is coming and if they are bringing their attorney. She will then call Elise and see what she thinks. The survey did show that the town owned from the chimney back so that would take in the kitchen, bathrooms and back offices. They will just have to see what they offer and see what our attorney thinks we can do. Matt has had some dog issues, some dog bit his little girl while out riding her bike. He has no idea whose dog it is. It had a rope collar. She was down by Mark Simmons and it came running up and bit her on the back of her leg. Matt chased it and it went into Brady New’s yard but it wasn’t his dog. He has a separate issue with Brady’s dog as well. He also had another dog issue out to Darcy’s and Durran’s. Michelle said there are always random dogs out there so who knows. There was a black skinny one that showed up the last few days. She saw it on her way back to the meeting tonight at Darcy’s. 

Michelle was asked by Peterson Plumbing if we could pay them. We still owe around $36,000 for the meters. We are getting closer to having all the meters working and she is sure Brad will take care of them and make sure they will all work. She suggests maybe paying half again and then holding off the last half until they are all done. The council agreed to pay half now.

Mayor Grundy asks for motion to approve June minutes. Chris motions to accept the June minutes. Ryan seconds the minutes for June. All others voted in favor. Motion carries. 

Mayor Grundy asks for a motion to approve the accounts payable for July, Bart motions to approve the accounts payable for July. Chris seconds the motion to approve the accounts payable for July. All others voted in favor. Motion carries. 

Bank recs., standard financial reports, deposits, and delinquent water lists are all approved by signature of all town board members. Michelle also has them make sure all the checks written match the reconciliation’s as well.

Dane Leavitt and his engineer Ron Larsen came to discuss a few things for his upcoming subdivision. He brought a recordable mylar to redo the petition for their annexation. He will wait to hear what the town attorney says and if this mylar will work for the new date of petition. Michelle thinks this should work but will make sure in case they need to fill out a new petition form or if an email confirmation will work as the new date for the petition to begin. The second reason he came is because the church needs them to get the irrigation system in and figured out so they can begin. The third south irrigation company that they are forming gets its water from the Loa Town ditch dumps into the existing pond that he will call Poneke Pond for reference. It has a pump system and it was originally set up to pump from the pond into the reservoir but the reservoir didn’t hold water and so the pump hasn’t been used. It is not a suitable pump for the irrigation company because it is a high-volume low head system. They need a different pump to handle the new irrigation company. He wants to segregate their farm irrigation from their 300 South irrigation. The farm will be users of the 300 South irrigation, because it will continue to farm until the lots are developed. This will be Dry Valley water augmented by the portion of this water that is not allocated by this or used by this. What would be idea would be to take the line down 300 South and connect into existing lines and create circular flow involving new lines tying into existing lines. There would a matrix that would be added to these lines. Dane is going to meet with Tony Jackson tomorrow and find valves and discuss options as well. There are some questions on where the lines are down by the Prater Subdivision and he would be checking that all out tomorrow. The best scenario in his mind was to come down the street on 300 South with the irrigation line. The alternative is to go around the bottom of his fields and to the subdivision. That might limit potential applicants to join the irrigation system that way however. Matt said the culinary water line is on the north side of the road. The line that loops through Prater Subdivision is an 8” but it doesn’t have a tracer wire. It is on the west side of the road on 425 west so where the 90 is for loop Matt isn’t sure. Dane wondered if they knew which side the fiber was on. They didn’t but Bart was coming soon and might know. The mayor said that they would need to talk to the county to get permission from them for the line for part of that road. The town only goes to the west side of the Prater Subdivision then its county so they can give them permission for the line that is on the town side to go along the road but not for the portion that is in the county. Dane asked who he would need to talk to about that. The mayor said probably Rhett Jeffery would be who they would need to talk to. The mayor explained that when they were doing their water project, they had to get an easement through Chappell’s because they own clear out to the road. There was not a public easement. Their engineers found that out then. He isn’t sure if that would be the same problem on the south side of the road, if so then the Leavitt’s would have a few different private property owners that they would have to get easements from as well. With those things as a factor, Dane might change gears and go down his fields and back up. He will check into easements and everything tomorrow to help make his decision. The mayor doesn’t see an issue with allowing them to use the road right of way for their irrigation on what is in Loa Town. The rest of the council was fine with that as well. Dane appreciated the feedback and would let them know what they come up with. Bart came in and they asked him about fiber, he said he thought it ran on both sides. He said up by the Leavitt’s Pond it’s on the north but he thinks it crosses on the south about where their old house is. He said Dane would have to call Blue Stakes for them to map it and find out exactly where the line goes and where it crosses though. Dane thanked them all for their help and he will find some things out tomorrow and make a decision on where he will run their irrigation line based on that information. 

Wendy Potter, Loa Elementary Principal came to discuss their continued safety concern on their 100 East Street. She didn’t want to come back to them until the school district came up with some ways to fix their own safety problem. They are constructing a pick up/drop off area on the north end of the school. Harward and Rees is building it and they are supposed to be done with it by the time school starts. She wants to know if they can close the road down on 100 east to thru traffic during the school day. The mayor asks who is going to tend it? Wendy said she will or the school will. They will put up a sign on both ends and the people that live on the street will always have access. The trash truck can still get through, the buses and delivery can still all get through. Ryan asked, how are you going to do that. Logistically, how can you make sure that happens? Bart said I don’t think you can. Wendy said she won’t completely block off the entire road, they have cones and a big sign so they would just block off one lane basically. They would move this out to the center of the road every day. She said no it probably won’t stop everyone but it may help. Right now, parents are dropping off kids all sides and it is just hazardous. She said some parents have been parking clear down the block and their kids are running down the busy street to get it the school. The new drop off/pick up location will be helpful but it won’t solve everything. The south side is being used by teachers and high school kids going to games and activities that leave their vehicles there. She is trying to stop that. It would just be helpful if we can close it during the school day. Chris said the whole day? Or could you just do in the morning and afternoon when they are being dropped off and picked up? Wendy said its much easier for us to just leave them up all day, but we can make the other work if the town would rather have us do that. Bart said I know it seems like a good idea but I have seen how well the speed bump in Torrey works. People go around it and they have now made a well-traveled road all the way around to the speed bump. If parents want to go around the cones, they will. The cones and signs aren’t going to stop them all. Bart’s complaint is why are so many parents taking their kids to school. They need to be riding the buses. That’s what they are for. Wendy said they can’t force them to ride them. She figures there are probably 30 to 60 parents driving back and forth everyday so their kids don’t have to ride the bus. They do have the property that the Leavitt’s donated between them and the dollar store now but that will become a teacher parking lot. Ryan suggests that we talk to the town attorney first before we give any approval. It may not be legal to close it. That will definitely be helpful in this decision. It may not be something that the town can even allow. Michelle will see what she can find out and let the council and Wendy know. Bart said if we don’t find out in time and we can’t do an ordinance for it in time then they can always just put up a detour sign and make them go straight down. That might work. They will see what the attorney says first and go from there. Wendy will plan on a detour sign unless she gets news otherwise. 

Information Items:

Michelle wanted to give them a little update on the Rob Smith civil suit. Rob did submit a reply to the court so now we have to prove up on a few things. He claims that he has always had stuff on his lot. He also claims he is running a business and recycling to help sustain his family. He also claims that we made the nuisance ordinance well after he had his stuff there and he would be grandfathered in. Michelle read what she sent to the attorney in reply. Mr. Smith came to planning and zoning months ago and asked if he could run a recycling business and they turned him down. They didn’t want a recycling business in a residential zone. He was not given a business license and therefore if he claims he is running a business he is doing so against the wishes of the planning and zoning. We had sent him letters prior to the nuisance ordinance and he didn’t care and wouldn’t listen to us at all. That is when we turned to Elise for legal help. She helped us get the nuisance ordinance passed and then we sent him a letter with that hoping he would finally listen. He said he has always had junk on his property but the truth is his junk became increasingly more over the last year or so. It was not causing a problem until he started bringing it in by the truckloads and his neighbors started having issues with it. They started coming in and complaining about more rodents and the junk being out of control.  He also claimed that the complaint letter signed by neighbors shouldn’t count because a lot of them don’t even live in his neighborhood. They would have to drive across town to see his yard. I said that they all do live in the Loa Town and have a problem with it. If the neighbors all around him need to sign a petition against them I am sure they would be happy to do so. The town isn’t against him and doesn’t want to tell people what to do but this yard is out of control and infringing and affecting other people living near him. We certainly don’t want to control what people do but we have people coming in daily complaining about his property. He has installed a barrier fence out of black pond material that is over 6’ in height and also not in compliance with our fence ordinance. He also has people living in trailers and have for months and this is against our mobile home ordinance. Michelle will be sending meeting minutes and letters to her. 

No other information was discussed.

Mayor calls for a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Ryan motions to adjourn. Bart seconds the motion to adjourn. All others voted in favor. Motion carries.

Meeting Adjourned.
