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Holden Town Council Meeting
        June 28, 2023



The following are draft minutes from the Town Council Meeting held on July 26,2023  Minutes are unofficial until approved by the council in the next meeting and are subject to change.
Started: 7:00 pm
Present: Council Members: Mayor Darren Fox, Jim Blodgett, and Phil Whatcott, Josalyn Stevens (via zoom)
Staff; Caralee Wood, Rod Dastrup
Visitors: Roger Stevens, Thane Hillestad, LaRee Stephenson, Jason Hardman, Daniel Jensen


1. Pledge: Phil Whatcott
          Prayer: Darren Fox


2. Approval of June 28, 2023 Town Council Meeting Minutes
a. The council discussed the minutes. No comments or corrections were made.

Phil Whatcott motioned to accept the minutes for Holden Town Council Meeting for June 28, 2023.  Jim Bodgett seconded; roll was called, Jim Blodgett- yes; Josalyn Stevens – yes; Phil Whatcott - yes; Mayor Fox-yes.

3. Payment of payroll/reimbursements and bills
a. The bills/payroll/reimbursement invoices dated June 7, 2023 were given to the council before the meeting.  
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4. Petitions, Remonstrance and Communications
5. Planning and Land Use
 Daniel Jensen, an urban planner and attorney with Sunrise Engineering, came to talk about the town general plan, ordinances and zoning update.   
The town has received a TPA (Technical Planning Assistance) grant through UDOT to update the towns general plan, ordinances and zoning to plan for the future of Holden Town. This is given through the State of Utah to insure that town and state guideines for the future are set.   At present our land use ordinance in over 20 years old.   The town is in need of a long-range vision. A 20-30 year view of the horizon and what is in the best interest of the town.    The plan will encompass seven elements: land use, transportation, economic, recreation, utilities, water and housing.   Affordable housing for the young and the elderly will also be taken into consideration.
Questions:
Is funding (housing) available to the regular person?   Yes-  Assistance varies county to county.   In our area we have 6 Counties that is available to offer assistance.   Mostly aid is done through tax credits for affordable housing.
Is Anexation a part of this plan?    No, but implementing policies toward future expansion is.   There needs to be policies in place so if the need were to arise it can go forward in a timely manner.    The town will show where current border areas are and what will need to be available for annexation.   A code will also need to be put in place  should, for example, a industrial  business would like to build in town or near town.    The Code is a way to implement the town’s vision. 
How will this planning proceed?    A survey will be given to residents to get their input on where they would like to see the town of Holden in the future.   This will not be a vote type survey more of a questionnaire.  
Who is paying for the plan to be done? It is payed through the state of Utah on a fixed contract. 
How long will it take to complete? Approximately six months.  The land use ordinances can be done at the same time.  
Once the information is gathered and a draft is created, it will be presented to the town council and the planning and zoning committee.   They as well as the community can look through it and provide feedback.    This can be amended throughout the years as needed.  

6. Report of Officers
a. Jim Blodgett- Roads 
In Town there are a few spots in the roads that had to be dug out to fix pipes or electrical.   Rod went to get Asphalt but was unable to obtain it due to their machine breaking down.  Rod will get the Asphalt as soon as he can.  These areas needing to be fixed are in front of the old shop, Carters on main and Christensens.
The metal recycler should be here in August to clean up the metal pile at the town dump. 
Reminder that dump materials need to be put in the correct locations so we don’t loose the privilege of having a dump.     Dump fees may need to be raised to offset the time it takes Rod to clean the dump and place items where they should be.  


b. Josalyn Stevens- Parks, Recreation and CERT 
Josalyn is working with the Holden Ward Bishop to secure the Towns contribution to the July 24th festivities.  


c. David Wood – Electric 
Not in attendance
Rod Dastrup brought up the solar project that will be going in out by IPA in Delta.   It is a 9 page document explaining the project.  This is a French company that will be doing the solar projet.  Most of the power will be supplied for California.  Projections are it will employee 400 laborers for approximately 18 months during construction.  After which there will be 5-7 full time jobs.

Electrical use in town was very high this month of July.  

d. Phil Whatcott – Water/Fire Department
Tanks have gotten below seven feet this month.  Water levels can’t get below that or it affects the water pressure in the event of a fire.
So far this summer has been a quiet fire season.  Fire department has been out to two small fires.
The shared meter between Ted Bennett and John Larsen needs to be figured out, especially from a billing standpoint.    It is a matter between the two of them, they need to figure out a solution.  
Next month- water rate increases

e. Mayor Darren Fox
The town DID NOT increase property taxes, the increase you are seeing is a Millard County increase of the property value in the county. 

7. New Business
a. Proposed water rate increase – Will be motioned in during the August town council meeting. 
b. Building lot ordinance
c. Town general plan update. -  See planning and land use
d. Thane Hillstad
Net metering -  It has been 3 months and nothing has been done or a plan has not been made.  

Town logo proposal -  Given the go ahead to work on the painting of the town logo on the old shop.  

Town website demo-  Showed the town council and those in attendance the town website that Thane created.   Holdentown.site
To insure the website won’t fail, the rights will be given to 2-3 individuals to help keep it up to date and running.   

Parking lot proposal-   Thane sees the need to increase the parking area around the town hall.   He and volunteers will smooth out the area to the North and East of the building and bring in gravel to cover the area.   The town will pay for the gravel and the rest will be done by volunteers.  

8. Outstanding Business
a. Review the final budget to be sent to the state.
Council members reviewed the budget numbers so that it may be submitted to the state by the treasurer.  All is in order.  

b. Water project update
The design is 60% done for the water tank, site of tank and chlorination system.
The well is on hold due to a well site being unsecured.  The well drilling contract and specs have been prepared but are on hold until a site is secured.   Once the site is secured the survey work and environmental study will proceed, and the paperwork can be submitted to the state for approval. 
The town Water Change Application has been approved.  
Question?   What was the cost of the extension of 3 phrase power?    60 thousand per mile, but what they includes was not made know by Dixie Power.
Question?  Will the town buy or lease the site? That would be determined between the town and land owner.   Best option would be to purchase.  


9. Miscellaneous

8:20 meeting closed to the public and the Council moved to a closed session to discuss an employee matter. 
10. Adjournment:
Darren Fox motioned to adjourn the meeting at 9:12 p.m, Phil Whatcott seconded, roll was called, Jim Blodgett- yes;  Phil Whatcott - yes; Mayor Fox-yes.
Josalyn was no longer in contact under zoom. 

Caralee Wood
Holden Town Treasurer
July 26, 2023
Holden Town
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