
 

 

SOUTH JORDAN CITY 
CITY COUNCIL STUDY SESSION 

 
March 17, 2014 

 
Present: Mayor Dave Alvord, Councilman Mark Seethaler, Councilman Chuck Newton, 

Councilman Don Shelton, Councilman Steve Barnes, Councilman Chris Rogers, 
Interim CM Gary Whatcott, City Attorney Rob Wall, IS Director Jon Day, Parks 
and Recreation Director Don Tingey, City Council Secretary MaryAnn Dean 

 
4:00 P.M. 
STUDY SESSION 
 
Mayor Alvord welcomed everyone. All members of the City Council were present. Interim CM 
Whatcott offered the invocation.  
 
Councilman Barnes made a motion to go into an executive session to discuss the purchase, 
exchange, or lease of real property. Councilman Seethaler seconded the motion. Roll call 
vote. The vote was unanimous in favor.  
 
I. EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 

A. Executive Closed Session to discuss the purchase, exchange, or lease of real property. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
Councilman Seethaler made a motion to adjourn the Executive Session. Councilman 
Rogers seconded the motion. Roll call vote. The vote was unanimous in favor. 
 
II. TRAINING 
 

A. 2014 LEGISLATIVE UPDATE – ACM/City Attorney Wall 
 
City Attorney Wall said on March 31st, at 5, the Utah League of Cities and Town lobby staff and 
the city’s lobby team would like to meet with the City Council and discuss bills that impact the 
city directly. On May 6th, Senator Osmond and Representative Cunningham will be coming to 
the City Council meeting for a question/answer session from 5-6.  
 
City Attorney Wall said Richard McMullin sent an email to the City briefing them on school 
issues. They should take advantage of the window they currently have to discuss the potential of 
a formation of a school district. That window is anticipated to close during the next Legislative 
session.  
 
City Attorney Wall reviewed the breed specific ban law which is effective January 1st. They will 
address what regulations they can impose without running afoul of the law. He noted that there is 
next to no chance that the Governor will veto the bill. He said this become a property right’s 
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argument with the Legislature. He thinks there is a good argument to regulate this use. It was 
noted that South Jordan is unique in their backflow prevention requirement and AED policy, but 
in other ways, the city is known for being very conservative and so the city’s position to regulate 
dog ownership was curious to some on the hill. 
 
City Attorney Wall reviewed the bill regarding disorderly conduct. He said he feels there is 
problem with the language in the bill. There is still some confusion and the law is unclear. South 
Jordan will be okay because the prosecutor is experienced with this issue and trains the City 
police officers well. The majority of the cities in Utah are not as fortunate. He said they may see 
the law swing the other way in a few years.  
 
City Attorney Wall reviewed a bill that reviews the entire state court system. This bill was 
prompted in part by the criticism of the justice court system. There will be a task force on the 
court system, including a representative from the ULCT cities. There are approximately 25 
different interests represented. He said the City Council needs to have a brief discussion about 
justice courts so their opinions are represented. In the past, the city has strongly supported the 
justice court system.  
 
The City Council discussed the revenue issues associated with the court system. City Attorney 
Wall said that money should not be the reason for South Jordan to have a court or not. The 
financial implications would be the reason not to have the court system. There are historical and 
service reasons to continue with the court system.  
 
City Attorney Wall said he will continue to advocate for the court system, until he is told 
differently. The City Council will put this issue on a future work session.  
 
City Attorney Wall indicated that there is a moratorium on the formation of special assessment 
areas and special districts that will begin May 14th. There is a feeling that the use of these 
districts is abused. The current law is intact, but there is a task force that will work through the 
law.  
 
III. MAYOR AND COUNCIL ITEMS FOR REVIEW AND DISCUSSION 
 

A. Video Streaming of City Council Meetings (IS Director, Jon Day) 
 
IS Director Day said historically, with a video feed, there are only 5-6 people viewing it.  
 
Interim CM Whatcott asked what format is most accessed by the public? Mr. Day said the one 
run by public television, but they won’t be able to tell how many people are actually watching it. 
The cost of that is $75,000.  
 
Mr. Day said they can do a video stream, and the cost would be $2500-$3000 for a new 
computer. It would only be streamed live at the time of the meeting. They can stream audio only 
for little to no cost. They discussed putting the video on you tube. Mr. Day explained that they 
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would have to split up the meeting into 1 hour and 35 minute segments. Also, there is some 
limitation on how much video you can store on you tube.  
 
Mr. Day said they can stream the video and save it attached to the agenda. The indexing would 
be $17,000 to start. He indicated that he has only had 1 request for the video stream and that was 
from a guy that couldn’t be at the gun vault hearing.  
 
The City Council discussed keeping past City Council meetings available online, other than just 
the last meeting.  
 
Councilman Newton said if they just stream audio, how will they identify who is speaking?  
Councilman Rogers said it is the same thing they have now if someone downloads the meeting.  
 
Mr. Day said the cities that are streaming are not having it accessed much because the public 
can’t talk to the City Council. He said they can put past meeting recordings online without a 
problem.  
 
Councilman Rogers suggested they audio stream the next few meetings and see how it is going. 
They could also look at keeping a year’s worth of meetings online.  
 
City Attorney Wall clarified that the minutes are the official record of the meeting, not the 
recording.  
 
Mr. Day will follow up with the City Council in June and let them know how the audio stream is 
going.  
 
IV. STAFF PRESENTATIONS AND DISCUSSION  
 

A. Parks Review Update (Community Services Director, Don Tingey) 
 
Parks and Recreation Director Tingey reviewed a presentation regarding the South Jordan Open 
Space Planning Process (Attachment A). He noted that the total number of developed park acres 
is 255. That analysis does not include the golf courses or the cemetery. These numbers do not 
include the development of Welby pit.  
 
Parks and Recreation Director Tingey said they did not do an analysis on active turf space. He 
said the city is lacking in that area. Councilman Barnes asked when will they have turf space at 
the Welby pit property? Parks and Recreation Director Tingey said they are working on an 
interlocal agreement. When it is developed, the turf needs a full year to grow and develop, so it 
will be awhile. He noted the city process that has to happen for a park to be developed.  
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
Councilman Barnes made a motion to recess the study session. Councilman Shelton 
seconded the motion. The vote was unanimous in favor.  
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This is a true and correct copy of the March 17, 2014 Council meeting minutes, which were 
approved on April 1, 2014. 
 

  
South Jordan City Recorder   
 
 


























