Safety Net Minutes
December 3rd, 2009
Community Updates

-Ruth Huth has retired from DCFS.  Lindsay ____ is her replacement.  Gordon Gunn vouched for her capabilities.

-The Children’s Justice Center is selling apples as a fundraiser.  Contact Patricia Sheffield if interested.

-Please contact Chelsea Gambles if you know of families in need for Christmas

Presentation by Colleen Tucker of Job Corp

Colleen provided an overview of the Job Corp program.  She is the representative for 5 sites; 3 in Utah and 2 in Montana.  

1. Job Corp has several eligibility requirements.  Eligible participants must 1) be of the ages 16-24, 2) be low income, 3) pass a drug test and 4) have no pending legal issues. 

2. While the main draw of Job Corp is that if provides completely free education, training, and room and board, it has other perks including free healthcare and entertainment (including video games, athletic equipment, etc.).

3. Youth can earn between $25-$50 of monthly living allowances

4. Youth receive a $1200 bonus for graduating

5. Job Corp also has a single-parent program in Kansas and North Dakota.  Here a parent can bring up to two children (between the ages of 6 months to 6 years of age) and be provided with education while their child attends a child development center.  
6. Youth can be in Job Corp for a maximum of 2 years of high school and 1 year of college.  

7. Colleen stated that she will work with individuals from Colorado City even though they are technically out of her jurisdiction.   
-Pat asked for feedback on other agency presentations that the SN would benefit from.  Those recommended included DWS, youth services, and any other resources marketing for youth.  Please contact Pat with any suggestions.

-It was also recommended that the SN note gaps in resources and work to fill them.  One area suggested is related to transitional housing.  It was recommended that we expand these types of services.  

Youth Protocol

The SN youth protocol was disseminated to attendees. Pat and Chelsea explained that this protocol has been advised by legal and child welfare representatives.  The purpose of the protocol is to ensure that when a SN staff member (Pat & Chelsea) come into contact with a youth seeking services, they are treated legally and ethically.  Feedback was sought.  

-It was recommended that this protocol be posted on the FSC website

-Paul stated that his view of the protocol is that it ensures safety of the child and family.

-Del Bircher, DCFS, highlighted the importance of upholding parental rights.  

-It was recommended that we hold a town hall meeting to disseminate this information.  Some members felt this was not necessary.

-It was recommended that the SN work to bring other agencies up to speed with this protocol.

-It was recommended that all SN members sign off on the protocol

-it was recommended that we clarify that this protocol is for SN members only and not a universal protocol for youth.

-Lloyd Pendleton made a motion to suspend voting for one month while members review it.  Gordon Gunn seconded this motion.

Second-Annual SN Professional Conference

Pat informed attendees that the next conference will be held in St. George and will focus on youth issues.  She sought feedback for the best time to hold the conference.  There will be three tracks for the conference; a youth track, a parenting track, and a professional track.  She asked that members please join the coordinating committee and assist in the planning on the conference

Please apply for the coordinating committee

Review of SN Goals for the New Year

There was some discussion concerning the SN taking on the goal of decriminalizing polygamy.  Some felt this is a role the SN should take.  One member sees this as a woman’s rights issue.  It was stated that a woman might stay in an abuse marriage for fear of prosecution.  It was also stated that women have a right to protect their children and cannot always do this with fear of prosecution.  Pat stated that the SN cannot take on the role of decriminalizing polygamy as the role of the SN is to ensure safety for all individuals affiliated with polygamy.   There was some discussion about the SN maintain neutrality.  Some members felt that other members of the SN had involvement in the Texas Raid.   One SN member stated that they had involvement in the raid as a consultant on how to act in the best interest of the children.  It was asked the assumptions not be made concerning consulting on the raid.  There was some acknowledgement that the raid was note conducted perfectly; that the problems seen would have resulted in any large group with child welfare concerns.  Some frustration was expressed the SN has had political involvement in the past; that they were involved in the emancipation bill, but that they will not take on the issue of decriminalization.  Pat stressed the importance of maintaining neutrality and safety for all.  She stated that individuals are open to pursue these interests on their own.  
-Other future goals recommended included hosting more conferences where Pat and Chelsea educate professionals.
-It was recommended that the SN do a research study and count the number of homeless youth so that we can have an accurate understanding of the problem.

-It was recommended that the SN hear directly from the youth, perhaps in panel form.

