Safety Net Minutes
June 4th, 2009

Community/Agency Updates

Christi Dieckman is resigning from her position as a DCFS case manager for Utah/Arizona to follow her family.  Utah and Arizona have decided to freeze the position due to financial restraints.  Arizona CPS is advocating for the position to be filled.

Kristi Bundrick, Arizona CPS and DDD, is still serving Colorado City and participating in the Safety Net although she is still currently working out of Fredonia.  She has finished the resource guide and will be seeking input from the entire Safety Net committee after the community subcommittee has review it and provided edits.  

There has been a change in administration at the D.O.V.E Center.  Sherri Michel-Singer, director, has resigned.  There have been some other staff changes as well.  They are currently in a state of upheaval and transition.  The Safety Net will continue to support them and work as partners.  Chelsea Gambles’ office will no longer be at the D.O.V.E Center.  More information on her permanent location will follow.

Gary Arnold, Arizona CPS, has taken a new position with a program called First Things First.  It is a new program for children who are out of home ages 0-3.  The program will focus on family reunification.  

Arizona CPS is still furloughing staff.  They are waiting for word on the new fiscal year budget to indicate whether furloughing will continue or not.  

There has been a change in the Safety Net task force.  This task force will no longer reside under the women’s subcommittee.  The task force will work directly under Pat’s supervision.  They will be establishing a protocol for women leaving their culture or religion due to domestic violence.  Pat expressed her belief that when a women chooses to leave it should be safe, non-chaotic and quiet.  

Subcommittee Updates

Community Subcommittee- currently reviewing the resource guide.  The committee’s primary focus has been on the primer.  They are waiting for feedback from some of the groups.  The committee is committed to having complete consensus on the final project.  There has been some disagreement as to what purpose The Primer might serve.  Paul provided the context that the primer began to help providers addressing domestic violence and child abuse.  Since this time, some have felt The Primer has been seen as “the authority” on polygamy. Several noted that the Primer has been misused, even used as a weapon against the Fundamentalists.  One example was noted when The Primer was used as a matching game to educated the audience about the culture.  This experience felt very disrespectful to some Fundamentalists who were present at the training.  Another change that was discussed was educated the public not to always use the term “Lost Boys.”  It was suggested that in the Safety Net’s August conference that the participants be trained about how to use the Primer and how not to use it.  The committee discussed whether or not The Primer should have a dual-role of providing cultural information about this group as well as serving as a guide for child abuse and domestic violence.  Many felt that it was important to have both together as providers need the cultural information to be effective while others feared that linking both together suggests that polygamy is abuse.  The committee voted on whether to keep the domestic violence information separate or to keep it as an appendix: the vote was 17:1 in favor of keeping the information as an appendix.  Several noted that the Primer should also contain positive things and acknowledge strengths about the Fundamentalist culture.  The group discussed the importance of the Safety Net members continually trying to educate others about the Safety Net and normalize the Fundamentalist culture.  “It’s everyone’s responsibility to debunk and demystify the myths.”  The group discussed having all Safety Net members take a pledge regarding the Safety Net’s Mission

Women’s Subcommittee-working on supporting women through a brown bag educational series and by developing a safety plan adapted from the UDVC.  Mary Batchelor is in the process of becoming a victim advocate for West Jordan City.  This is the first step in getting women from the Fundamentalist culture trained as victim advocates.  

Youth Subcommitte-wanting to help all homeless youth including the youth affiliated with polygamy.  Cochairs from both the north and south are established and are working to develop their committee.  

PAGE  
2

