
 
DIXIE TRANSPORTATION EXECUTIVE COUNCIL (DTEC) 

MINUTES 
May 20, 2009 

 
 
PRESENT 
Jerry Blair, Chair Pro Tem, Council Member, Ivins City 
Jim Eardley, Commissioner, Washington County 
Roger Bundy, Council Member, Washington City 
Lowell Elmer, Director, Dixie MPO 
Mike Empey, Congressional Aide, Matheson’s Office 
Miriam Palma, Secretary, City of St. George 
Bob Hermanson, Bush and Gudgell 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
Jerry Blair, Chair Pro Tem, called the meeting to order at 12:05 p.m. He noted that, with 
the proxy votes from Suzanne Allen and Jerry Amundsen, there was a quorum to do 
business.  He then called for a review of the April 15, 2009 meeting minutes 
  
MINUTES 
Motion: Jim Eardley made a motion to approve the April 15, 2009 minutes as 
   Written. 
Second: Jerry Blair seconded. 
Vote:  All voted aye and the motion passed unanimously. 
 
LONG-RANGE PLANNING ACTION 
Lowell Elmer told the group that soon the Long-Range Plan will need to be amended 
and sent to a 30-day public comment period, but for now, an administrative adjustment 
is needed to move funding programmed for a Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) Corridor study in 
Phase III of the plan to Phase I.  He explained that the DTAC recommends approval of 
this action in light of planned changes in SR-9.  The study will cost $78,000 and a 
contractor will be in place in June. 
 
Motion: Jim Eardley made a motion to make an administrative adjustment to the 

Long-Range Plan by moving the Bus Rapid Transit Corridor Study from 
Phase III of the plan to Phase I and approve funding in the amount of 
$78,000. 

Second: Roger Bundy seconded. 
Vote:  All voted aye and the motion passed unanimously.   
 
Lowell explained that the above action will require a companion motion to place the 
BRT Corridor Study in the 2009 STIP.    
 



 
 
Motion: Roger Bundy made a motion to amend the 2009 STIP by adding the BRT 

Corridor Study. 
Second: Jim Eardley seconded. 
Vote:  All voted aye and the motion passed unanimously. 
 
BIENNIAL UNIFIED PLANNING WORK PROGRAM (UPWP) 
Lowell told the group that the DTAC has recommended approval of a biennial, rather 
than annual, UPWP to free-up staff time.  He noted that one question that had been 
raised is if cities would be required to pay two years of match in one year.  The answer 
is “no”.  He also said that MPO funding for FY2011 will be the same as FY2010.   
Modifications can be made if revenues rise and leadership wants to grow the program.  
   
Motion:  Jim Eardley made a motion to approve submission of a Biennial, rather 

than an Annual, Unified Planning Work Program to UDOT. 
Second: Roger seconded. 
Vote:  All voted aye and the motion passed unanimously.   
 
TIP STIMULUS MODIFICATION - VALLEY VIEW BRIDGE/I-15 
Lowell reminded the group that the bidding environment is very good right now.  Many 
bids were received for the Valley View Drive Bridge and they were for considerably less 
that the engineer’s estimate.   DTAC recommends that the remaining funds 
programmed for the Valley View Drive Bridge be used for an environmental study for 
the portion of I-15 running through the City of St. George. 
 
Motion: Jerry Blair made a motion to accept the recommendation made by the 

DTAC to apply the remaining $1.9 million from the Valley View Drive 
Bridge project to an environment study of I-15 from MP2 - MP8. 

Second: Roger Bundy seconded. 
Vote:  All voted aye and the motion passed unanimously.   
 
Lowell stated that in a recent Federal Highway review of ARRA projects, the Hilton 
Drive project would be ineligible for stimulus funding because the State had advanced 
construction money.  In order to avoid ineligibility, the construction advance will need to 
be moved to another project, requiring an administrative adjustment. DTAC will 
recommend a strategy in June for DTEC consideration. 
 
ITS Communication Plan Update 
UDOT has hired TRANSCOR to do this study.  They have worked with the City of St. 
George before and are considered experts in ITS management.  The study will be 
managed by UDOT, who will coordinate with the MPO. 
 
 



 
Model TAZ Adjustments 
UDOT is doing a statewide model and incorporating MPO models.  However, one 
weakness identified through a recent Peer Review was that Traffic Analysis Zones 
(TAZ’s) need adjustments throughout the regional network.  UDOT has offered to 
correct that deficiency while they are doing their model.  The cost will be approximately 
$30,000 and will be born by the State.  
 
Transit Corridor Preservation Study 
AECOM has been hired to prepare this study. 
 
Potential Land Development Issues 
None were noted.   
 
Southern Parkway, Phase III 
This study is approximately 2/3 complete.   The Steering Committee, consultant, DTAC 
and developers have been meeting regularly.   
 
UDOT/FHWA BUSINESS 
In the absence of Nathan Lee, Lowell Elmer reported that UDOT, Region 4, is 
reorganizing.  They plan to have a facility near Purgatory to increase their local 
presence. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
Hearing no further comments or questions, Chair Pro Tem, Jerry Blair, adjourned the 
meeting at 12:35 p.m. 
 
Next Meeting 
June 17, 2009 
 
There will be no July meeting. 


