Ashman Elementary Community Council Minutes

March 11, 2009
In attendance:
Principal Teresa Robinson


Sonja Sheffer




Roma Knight




Karen Pace

Judy Magleby
Excused: 

Pat Rasmussen, Erin Huntsman
· Sonja Sheffer welcomed the Council.

· Principal Robinson informed the Council that budget cuts won’t be as drastic as previously anticipated due to the receipt of stimulus money.  Principal Robinson was prepared to cut one teaching position due to the loss of Title 1 money however this teacher can now be rehired with stimulus money. The stimulus money will also provide funds for four instructional assistants.  The stimulus money and the special funding for extended day Kindergarten will be ending in two years. Two teachers (Mrs. Tuttle and Mrs. Stewart) will do continue teaching extended day Kindergarten. 
· Principal Robinson explained the following funding sources:

· Regular budget – for teachers and facilities

· Title I budget – can provide teachers, aides, or both

· Intervention money – for aides 
· Principal Robinson asked the Council members to write letters to policy makers to show our appreciation for School LAND Trust money and to share the good that is being done with it.  Their names and addresses are on the schoollandtrust.org site.

· Principal Robinson shared the 2008-2009 Progress report and the 2009-2010 School Plan. Full details are on the website schoollandtrust.org.  Ashman Elementary will focus on Mathematics and Reading as their most critical needs to be addressed in the plan.  Principal Robinson feels the best way to support achievement in these areas is by hiring support staff, keeping technology tools available and up-to-date, and by funding professional development opportunities for faculty.  It is estimated that the school will receive $22,064.  This is about $8,000 less than last year.  Ashman Elementary also has some carry-over funds.
· Lively discussion occurred about the proposed budget.  Not all members of the Council were in agreement.  The biggest concern is the trend for School LAND trust money being used to pay for instructional aides in larger increments each year.  It is felt that if instructional staff are so vital to the academic success of students, then these staff should be funded as part of the regular budget of Ashman Elementary. Those in support of the proposed budget signed the signature page.  Erin Huntsman needs to be provided the opportunity to sign or not to sign.
· The Council approved plans to send a notice of election out to all households informing them of the positions available on the Council next year (one), how to submit their name for consideration, and deadlines.  After names are received, ballots will be mailed to each household.   The elections should be complete by our next meeting.

· It was decided to move the next Ashman Community Council meeting to Wednesday, April 15th due to Spring Break.  It will be held at 4:00 in the Faculty Room.
