Ashman Elementary Community Council Minutes

April 15, 2009

In attendance:
Erin Huntsman



Sonja Sheffer





Karen Pace

Judy Magleby



Roma Knight

Excused: 

Teresa Robinson




Patricia Rasmussen

· Sonja Sheffer welcomed the Council.

· A discussion about the proposed Trust LAND budget took place.  Karen indicated she had spoken to Principal Robinson and it was possible that money in the Trust LAND budget allocated for an instructional aide would not be needed.  The Council discussed where they would like any additional money to be spent:

· Additional clicker sets for the school classrooms

· Additional EIKI bulbs 

· Additional funds to support the take home library.   

· A discussion of the take home library was held.  The Literacy Coach at Ashman Elementary, Dawnanna Topham, came in and talked to the Council. She and Roma Knight emphasized the value of children reading at home.  Ms. Topham emphasized that before the take home library was implemented, teachers used their own collections of books to send home with the children.  This is expensive for teachers, and new teachers often did not have an extensive collection like their peers.  

The take home library supports reading at home and exposes children to new genres and authors.

At the beginning of the year teachers decide what level of the reading library each student should begin on.  After the reading log shows several reports of “easy” the aid will ask the teacher if the child is ready to move up to the next reading level.

The Ashman Community Council would like to support the take home library program with additional funds for a total of at least $750.00 minimum.  We would also like to see some parent education take place as to how the library works and how to best utilize it for our children.  We would also encourage Mrs. Topham to look into some type of electronic system that would track the books and the students.

· Elections ballots were counted and the new member of the Ashman Community Council will be Cheryl Busk.  She will be invited to our next meeting.  Roma Knight indicated she has also served two years and will need to be replaced.

It was also discussed that a good time to do the election next year would be during Parent Teacher Conferences so that the ballots will never leave the school and more parents will be ensured the opportunity to participate in the election process.  

· The Ashman Community Council is concerned about the money budgeted towards Teacher Development and would like to see a breakdown of how that money is proposed to be spent.

· The final meeting for the year will be on May 13th at 4:00 in the faculty room.
