Safety Net Minutes 

February 2, 2009-in St. George, Utah

Agency Up dates:

· Pat briefly discussed some of the challenges we have faced in getting teleconferencing set up in Colorado City.  

· Jan Thompson gave an update.  The systems are currently not compatible with one another.  DWS is working with Mohave Community College (MCC) to get their systems compatible.  MCC is updating their systems and they are hopeful this will remedy the problem and that teleconferencing will be in place for next month’s meeting.

· Pat expressed her desire to have meetings in Colorado City, so much so that she is willing to have the meetings with or without teleconferencing to the other locations.  

· Bonnie Peters gave an update on the House off Bluff.  She delivered the proposal to Jonathan Hardy and Beth Cottom and is waiting to hear back from them.  She also announced that a private donor donated $10,000 for operating costs.  The lease commitment for the house is also still intact.  

· Sherri Dial from Five Counties Association of Government told the group that the state has pulled the money back from Five Counties AOG.  

· Bonnie is aware of this and still feels that we have options as the long term needs still exist when looking at the larger system as a whole.  

· Paul Murphy gave a brief description of the organization, Holding out HELP.  It is a non-profit organization wanting to help all polygamists.  He feels that they offer a unique approach to helping.  More information can be gathered at their website http://holdingouthelp.org/.  You can also read more about their upcoming fundraiser there.  

· Pat reminded the Safety Net of the proposal, from the last meeting, to handle non-agenda items.   

Committee updates:


Community Subcommittee: 

· The community subcommittee has met and reviewed their goals (see handout).  The co-chairs met with the mayor of Hildale and discussed their goals.  He spoke about an unwillingness to support the library.  Due to this, the committee has decided to not get involved at this time.  They are working on prioritizing their goals.  There was some discussion about members who asked to join a specific committee but have not been updated on meeting times, etc.  

· Government agencies are in need of culturally sensitive training.  

· The Primer is in need of revising.  Terms in the Glossary need to be defined appropriately. The terms in the Glossary were use in a game during training.  A sub-committee will be looking at the Primer if you want to work on this please sign up.
· Ongoing goal is to have training include Health Departments/workforce services/DCFS/DES/Judges/attorneys and law enforcement.  This training could be incorporated into their yearly training. 

· Utah Department of Human Services new website in educating workers on diversity. 
· Pat asked for feedback about what agencies need training in cultural competency for working with fundamentalists.  

· Ann Wright stated she feels those involved in the Safe Passage Grant need training as past trainings have used The Primer as their guide.  Ann feels this guide is inaccurate and that the definitions in the glossary are offensive.  She feels that service agencies need ongoing training and that fundamentalists need to be involved in the training.  

· Others recommended having the trainings be guided by fundamentalists

· Paul suggested that we have ongoing trainings with DCFS, DWS, the health department, law enforcement, lawyers and judges and any other organizations that have interaction with fundamentalists. 

· Del Bircher suggested having the UDVC live basic training incorporate information in working with plural families.  

· David Dye informed that group that Principle Voices is planning a training to include all services agencies.  

· The Department of Human Services has a new website about training caseworkers in cultural sensitivity.  It was suggested that we have a section added there about plural families.  

· Pat asked to be alerted of any trainings that do not include Safety Net representatives.
· Pat called for feedback on adjusting The Primer.  The Safety Net wants to change it and make it a resource for people.  
Women’s Subcommittee: 

· The women’s subcommittee has met and finalized their goals.  Their goals include:
Helping women in supportive services for either staying in the community or leaving.   AJ Hunt has the protocols for safe transitions out of home then all will review that protocol.  They are currently working on reviewing the safety plan developed from the UDVC.  They hope to adjust this plan to fit for fundamentalist woman leaving domestic violence and other situations.  

· They are also working on a mentoring program for woman wanting to get education and employment.  They hope to locate local agencies that support this mission such as People Helping People.  

· All women’s subcommittee members have been asked to attend the UDVC’s basic training.  Pat M will send out on-line training link 

Youth Subcommittee: 
· The youth subcommittee is currently working on a resource fair to be held in St. George.  Shannon Price has observed an increase in youth needing employment due to the slow in construction.  The fair will be for youth in transition ages 13-30.  They hope to have representatives there from local agencies such as DWS as well as peer to peer mentoring.  Sherri Dial also updated the group on an employment fair held by Dixie College.  It will be on campus February 26th.  They will have free pizza.  

· Ruth Williams emphasized the idea of pushing education in economic downturns.  53 youth got their GEDs during the first year. 

· Jan T “Reality Town”  is coming – (Feb/Mar/April) purpose is to teach youth want you need to do to talk care of self.  Each participate is give a set amount of money and challenged to make a budget and purchase things they need to survive on own.  

· Christi Dieckman, DCFS updated the group on a training that took place at MCC.  Matt Eschler, a private therapist, spoke on the topic of “Creating healthy relationships”.  


Other Discussion: 
Pat asked for feedback on the Safety Net website.  What should be included?  Please email her with any suggestions.

The issue of voting membership status was revisited.  Pat proposed that we table the discussion for now and revisit it at a later time.  Lloyd Pendleton made a motion and Bonnie Peters seconded it.  

Paul Murphy asked the group about their feelings on the webcast link.  He wanted to know if it makes people uncomfortable.  The possibility to reigning it in (with a password) was discussed but Paul told the group he thinks there will be no way to monitor who has the password.  The benefit of having teleconferencing meetings is that people who cannot attend due to budget restraints can still participate in the meeting.  The con is that people who attend the live meeting lose some level of anonymity although the camera can be structured so that desiring people are not filmed.  

· Lloyd suggested that we find out how many people actually watch it.  Paul believes there are a large number of people watching.  

· Lawrence Barlow stated that some people watch it because they do not feel comfortable attending the meeting live.    

· Ann Wright stated that many CPAC members watch is because they cannot make the travel.  

· All were in agreement that the webcast is useful.

· It was decided that Pat will make a statement before each meeting reminding those present that this meeting is open and being filmed.  

The preliminary pamphlet was distributed to those in attendance.  Pat asked for feedback on the pamphlet via email.  

Pat also called for feedback on any issues people have encountered when applying for Medicaid or other state assistance.  Pat would like to address these issues by having case-by-case examples.  
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