	ICC MISSION STATEMENTPRIVATE 

"The mission of the Utah Interagency Coordinating Council for Infants and Toddlers with Special Needs and Their Families (ICC) is to assure that each infant and young child with special needs will have the opportunity to achieve optimal health and development within the context of the family."
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MINUTES OF THE UTAH INTERAGENCY COORDINATING COUNCIL (ICC) 

FOR INFANTS AND TODDLERS WITH SPECIAL NEEDS AND THEIR FAMILIES

Utah Department of Health, Division of Community and Family Health Services

44 North Mario Capecchi Drive, Salt Lake City, Utah, Main Conference Rooms

January 28, 2009 // 9:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.

Attendance: Cheryl Alexander, Debbie Ballard, Dr. Paul Carbone, Carol Cerna, Tandi Cichoski, Eileen Chamberland, Jeff Dean, Joyce Dolcourt, Louise Dunn, Susan Fox, Jana Homer, Debbie Justice, Kimberly Morris, Connie Nink, Sue Olsen, Gina Pola-Money, Harper Randall,  Jenny Simmons, Patti VanWagoner, Shylo Wheeler

Excused: Sen. Allen Christensen, Colleen Fitzgerald, Todd Houston, Kreig Kelley, Rep. Steven Urquhart, Dinah Weldon  

Absent: Lisa Madsen.

BWEI Staff: Brent Baum, Catherine Hoelscher, Robyn Lipkowitz, Vanya Mabey, Lynne MacLeod, Carma Mordecai, Susan Ord, Deb Titmus.

Public: Bob Homer
I. Welcome and Introductions – Meeting opened at 9:40 a.m., conducted by Tandi Cichoski. Members and guests welcomed. 
II. Minutes – Read and approved minutes of September 24, 2008. 

III. Public Comment Period – Brief review of the changes to the Utah Tax Code which resulted in the elimination of the dependent with disability deduction. The change originally passed in 2006 (SB 4001) with the flat rate tax. Anecdotally, some families report they are doing better with the flat rate than with the deduction. More research is needed as to whether tax situations have improved. Bob Homer, commented on the need for the deduction and being upset over the lack of education regarding the impact of the flat tax rate. He stated he is willing to help in some way with restoring the deduction. The ICC recommends that awareness be raised among families and that they be advised to take personal action in contacting their representatives. As this is first year without the deduction the ICC needs to wait and see what the actual impact is. 

Motion – Establish a task force led by Debbie Justice to investigate the situation and determine a strategy. Involve DSPD, Part B, and USDB. Motion seconded and approved unanimously. 

IV. Executive Committee Report – 
· Proposed that the bulk of the time in the March meeting, and subsequent meetings, be designated for committee work as a standard feature. Approved by consensus.

· The past 2 May meetings have been extended meetings focusing on committee work. Proposed that the ICC continue the pattern. Approved by consensus to extend the May 27, 2009, meeting to 2 p.m. ICC members will brown bag their lunches.

V. Committee Reports – 

· Bylaws – The bylaws are in final draft form and ready for review by the ICC. The committee does not want to wait for the federal regulations as they won’t have a large impact on the way the ICC does business. Sue Olsen will distribute the new bylaws to the ICC members with a side by side comparison to the old bylaws. The ICC will review the new bylaws at the March meeting.

· Parent/Advocacy – Early Intervention/Children with Special Needs Awareness Day was held at Murray Park at the end of September. The event had a great turnout with at least 400 participants and many more bystander drop ins. The event received many significant donations for which thank you cards and letters have been sent. The committee wishes to continue this activity as an annual event and extend it throughout the state. The ICC members extended congratulations and thanks to the committee for putting this event together.

· Service Delivery – The Service Delivery committee will temporarily combine with the CSPD committee. 

· CSPD – The CSPD committee will temporarily combine with the Service Delivery committee.
· Finance – No report.
VI. Agency Report/ BWEI Update – 

· National View -  States have the discretion whether to accept federal Part C funds, but if they do then they are obligated to serve all children in the state. No match state match is required. Some states are thinking of pulling out of Part C. Nevada, which provides state level services, has cut 30 positions. The new administration may release an additional $300 million for Part C. It is very important that early intervention families contact their state delegation in support of additional Part C funding. Susan Ord will e-mail information regarding advocacy prepared by the Council for Exceptional Children to the ICC leadership. 

Motion - Send a letter from the ICC to Senators Hatch and Bennett that emphasizes the need for the federal government to fulfill their promise on funding of 40%  the IDEIA. Motion seconded, and approved unanimously. 

· State View – Review of the state budget and current legislative considerations. Overall the Health Department is facing 7.5% reductions this year, and 15% next year. ICC members may wish to review the base budget recommendations document. BWEI is option 74 which is relatively deep in the list. One option is to change the eligibility threshold to severe delay, however EI is not obligated to follow the eligibility criteria, only to meet the budget target if necessary. BWEI prefers to  consider other options that present the least harm to children and families. Susan Ord will keep the ICC posted via e-mail regarding this item. Reference the Health and Human Services Appropriations Committee page at www.le.state.ut.us . Senator Christensen & Representative Dougall chair the committee.

Motion - Send an ICC letter in support of maintaining BWEI funding at current levels. After additional discussion the motion was withdrawn in favor of individual comments and letters to state senators and representatives. 

· Home Visitation Grant – The Children’s Bureau awarded one of 17 Evidence Based Home Visitation Grants to Utah which will run through 2013. Robyn Lipkowitz is coordinating the grant, which seeks to support evidence based home visiting in Utah. Please refer to the Handout.

VII. RFP Process – Last summer the Granite School District showed an interest in providing early intervention services within their district which is also covered by DDI Vantage. This action resulted in a challenge to DDI’s sole source contract which in turn resulted in the requirement to issue an RFP in accordance with state purchasing rules. The proposals submitted by DDI and Granite were reviewed by committee and a contract was awarded to DDI the first week of December, 2008, to begin July, 2009. This is a 1 year contract with a 4 year renewal option. The four other private non-profit provider agencies could be challenged similarly this year when the contract renewal process begins. However, BWEI will only issue an RFP if there is a legitimate interest from a new agency.
VIII. Annual Performance Report (APR) – The ICC reviewed the APR for July 1, 2007 through June 30, 2008. The APR is the primary federal mechanism for assessing compliance with IDEIA and which also fills the ICC’s obligation to report annually to the governor.  The data for the APR mainly comes from on site file reviews and data verification reviews conducted during the year. Most targets were met for the year except as noted. Indicator 2, natural settings, was not met. Indicator 3 has no targets, as expected, however preliminary information compares favorably with available national data on child outcomes. Indicator 4, family outcomes, was met with some minor slippage. Indicator 5, child find – ages birth to one, was not met. The ICC discussed changes in this indicator created by changes to the Census Bureau population estimates. The ICC also discussed methods for improving child find efforts.
Motion - Approve the APR as presented. Motion seconded and approved unanimously.  

IX. Next Meeting: Wednesday, March 25, 2009 9:30 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 
X. Adjournment: The meeting adjourned at  12:07 p.m.
APPROVED AS TO FORM:

____________________________________

Tandi Cichoski, for the ICC Tri-Chair

MINUTES SUBMITTED BY:

____________________________________

Brent W. Baum, ICC State Contact
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