
AGENDA ITEM #V.

June 1, 2017

Brian Thiriot
1070W 16005
St. George, UT $4770

Dear Brian,

I am writing this as your current representative on the Utah Communications Authority (UCA) Board

regarding some changes that occurred during the 2017 Utah legislative session. Senate bill 19$ modified

the composition of the UCA Board, modified duties of UCA, created regional advisory committees, one

for each of the seven Association of Government in the State, repeals some bonding authority, imposes

certain charges on each access line within the state, modifies distribution of 911 emergency service

charges to public safety answering points, and provides that a public agency may not establish a new

public safety answering point (911 Dispatch answering point) after a certain date.

As an overview UCA is a public safety communications organization that has certain duties providing 911

Center support in the way of developing a strategic plan for the coordination of the states 911 Centers;

funding provisions to help with equipment needs; and public safety radio infrastructure for law

enforcement, fire, emergency medical service, transportation for much of the state. They also have the

responsibility to ensure interoperability with other radio sub-systems, 911 public-safety answering

points with secondary dispatch centers, federal partners to ensure optimal public safety performance

for our citizens and visitors.

Perhaps the most timely action item for the Five County AOG is appointing members to a regional

advisory committee to represent the public safety agencies in the Five County area as established in

SB198 in 63H-7a-208.

SB 198 defines the Authority (UCA) as:

The Utah Communications Authority is an independent state agency with the following powers. The

power to sue and be sued in its own name, have an official seal, make and execute contracts for the

performance of the authority’s duties, own, acquire, design, construct, operate, maintain, repair, and

dispose of property, borrow and incur indebtedness, and enter into agreements to provide public safety

communications network services.

The Authority Organization:

Board

Some of the most significant changes relate to the UCA Board. With changes to size and eligibility to

serve. As outlined in 63H-7a-203, the UCA Board shall consist of nine members as follows:
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Application for UCA Regional Advisory Committee

The Utah Communications Authority (UCA) by statute is charged with having seven regional advisory
committees (RAC) that provide information from respective associations of governments. Five County
Association of Governments fAOG) is charged with appointing the members to their advisory
committee. The purpose of the regional advisory committee is to review, discuss, and make
recommendations to the executive director of UCA regarding: the public safety communications
network; the interoperability of emergency response systems; the trends and standards in the public
safety industry and in public safety technology; the statewide strategic plan as described in State Code
Section 63H-7a-206; and the development of cooperative partnerships. The RAC consists of no more
than 12 members and consist of backgrounds in users of the public safety network or radio system and
or serve in leadership positions that involves public safety communication and is knowledgeable about
the region of the state served by the RAC.

Each RAC shall meet as necessary to discuss items above but no fewer than two times a year. RACs shall
report to the UCA Board before September at least once a year regarding; the RACs findings during
the year, any recommendations from the RAC to the Board, and at any Board meeting at which the
regional advisory committee requests an opportunity to report to the Board. The chair person of the
RAC will also serve on the statewide Operations Advisory Committee which reviews recommendations
from the RAC5 which in turn the operations advisory committee has reporting responsibilities to the
Board.

The Utah Communications Authority Board is composed of nine members which overall have the
responsibility to manage the affairs and business of the Authority.

Attached is an application for those desiring to apply for a position on the Five County AOG Regional
Advisory Committee. The following are the minimum qualifications for consideration for selection to the
RAC.

A user of the statewide public safety communications network; or a public safety radio system, an
individual with experience law enforcement, fire service, a public safety answering point.

An individual in a leadership position that involves public safety communication and is knowledgeable
about the region of the state served by the regional advisory committee.

An individual that represents the telecommunications or public safety communications industry.

A member appointed to the Five County AOG RAC must work and live within the boundaries of our
council area of governance.

Thank you for considering serving on the Five County AOG RAC for the Utah Communications Authority.

FIVE COUNTY ASSOCIATION OF GOVERNMENTS
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- One appointed by the Speaker of the House;

- One appointed by the president of the Senate; and

- Seven appointed by the Governor with advise and consent of the Senate:

o Three appointed by the Governor;

o Two nominated by the association of cities and towns;

o Two nominated by the association representing the counties;

Qualifications of the board members are knowledge of one of the following; law enforcement, public

safety, fire service, telecommunications, finance, management; and government. An individual cannot

serve as a board member if the person is a current public safety communications network: user, or

vendor.

Board Powers - 63H-7a-204

Board powers and duties are:

Manage the affairs of the business of the authority; adopt by-laws; appoint an executive director;

receive and act upon reports of the operations of the authority; ensure public safety communications

network funds are administered according to law; examine and approve an annual operating budget;

recommend legislative changes to governor and Legislature involving the communications network;

develop policies for operation of the authority; authorize director to enter into agreements on behalf of

the authority; provide management and administration of the public safety communications network by

rule in accordance with Utah Administrative Rulemaking Act.

Executive Director — 63H-7a-205

Serves at the pleasure of the board, executive officer of the authority, and administers the duties,

programs, and functions of the authority. Recommends to the board an annual administrative budget

coveting administration, management, and operations of the authority. Employ staff, consultants, legal

counsel to provide services to the authority. Prepare and submit reports related to funding and

expenditures of the organization, and goals achieved and planned regarding the authority’s strategic

plan. The authority shall create, maintain and review annually a multiyear strategic plan in consultation

with stakeholders and regional advisory committees.

Operations Advisory Committee — 63H-7a-207

The board shall appoint an operation advisory committee made of 19 members as follows:

- One representative from associations of fire chiefs, police chiefs, sheriffs, emergency medical

services, and public safety answering points (911);

- One representative from State Dept. of Public Safety, Dept. of Transportation, Dept. of

Technology Services;

- Each chair of the regional advisory committees (seven regional advisory committees);
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- A representative of tribal governments; and

- Three individuals from the telecommunications or public safety communications industry.

The operations committee shall review recommendations from the regional advisory committees, make

recommendations to the board regarding operations and policies, the strategic plan, and operation,

maintenance, and capital development of the public safety communications network.

Regional Advisory Committees — 63H-7a-20$

The association of governments representing each region shall appoint no more than twelve (12)

members to their regional advisory committee according to the following. The individual is at least a

user of the statewide public safety communications network, public safety radio system, experience

with law enforcement, fire service, public safety answering point, or serves in a leadership position that

involves public safety communications and is knowledgeable about their region of association of

government. The association shall appoint at least one and up to two representatives of the

telecommunication or public safety communications industry.

Purpose

Regional Advisory Committees shall review discuss and make recommendations to the executive

director regarding:

- The public safety network;

- Interoperability of emergency response systems;

- Public safety industry trends;

- Strategic plan; and

- Development of cooperative partnerships.

Each regional advisory committee shall meet as necessary but no fewer than two times a year, and shall

report to the board by Sept. 1 of each year their findings during the year, recommendations, and

if/when, the regional advisory committee requests to meet with the board.

Establishing Your Regional Advisory Committee

The statute generally defines regional committee member criteria. As a matter of suggestion, I

formulated an application form and application description for your consideration. You may use at your

discretion. You will also want to determine the number for your advisory committee (up to 12) and

consider your selection of members having a variety of background and experience related to the

qualifications in the fire, law enforcement, 911 and radio fields.
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As your current representative assigned to the current UCA Board until July 1, 2017, I am happy to assist
you in helping you assemble your regional advisory committee. In terms of timing, the new UCA board
will assume responsibility of the Authority July 1, 2017, they will have a large learning curve with
assuming this responsibility as no current board members with the exception of the two recently

appointed representatives from the House of Representatives, and Senate may remain board members.

Sincerely,

Dean Cox
Washington County Commissioner,
Current Board Member Representing Five County on the UCA

Enclosures:

Application description

Application

mm/dc
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APPLICATION FOR UCA REGIONAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE
FIVE COUNTY ASSOCIATION OF GOVERNMENTS

Full Name: —

Spouse Name:
(please print or type)

Mr. Mrs. Dr.
(please circle one)

Mr. Mrs. Dr.
(please circle one)

Ms.

Ms.

Spouse Employer:

Office:

Email Address:

______________________________

Correspondence preference: Office Home

Date of Birth: __/.........../_ Place of Birth: -

(

_______

FAX( ) -

Upon recommendation for appointment you will
be asked to provide a Social Security number.

ELIGIBILITY: (Please check all that apply)
El You are a user of the statewide public safety communications network or public safety radio system.
El Your experience or background is: (circle those that apply)

Fire Service Law Enforcement Public Safety Answering Point
El Serves in leadership position that involves public safety communications is knowledgeable about Five County

association of government.
El You are a representation of the telecommunications or public safety communication industry.

CURRENT EMPLOYMENT: (Title & Company/Agency)

EDUCATION: (Including degrees completed)

REFERENCES:
1.

2.

3.

(Name) (Business/Company/Agency) (Phone Number)

AFFIRMATION OF ELIGIBILITY:
Shall not be less than eighteen years of age, a citizen of the United States and a resident of this state. Do you meet these requirements?

No If no, please attach explanation.

Have you ever been arrested or to your knowledge, have any formal charges of professional misconduct, criminal
misdemeanor or a felony ever been filed against you in any jurisdiction?

No If Yes, please attach explanation.

Is there any possible conflict of interest or other matter that would create problems or prevent you from fairly and
impartially discharging your duties as an appointee of the Wasatch Front Regional Council? Or, other information that would
embarrass our organization?

No If so, please attach explanation.

I certi’ that the facts contained in this application are true and correct to the best of my knowledge. I have reviewed the statutory
requirements governing the UCA Regional Advisory Committee in which I have expressed an interest and confirm that I meet those
requirements. I authorize investigation of all statements contained herein and the references listed above to give you any and all
information concerning my qualifications and any pertinent information they may have, personal or otherwise, and release all parties
from all liability for any damages that may result from furnishing the same to you.

SIGNATURE:

________________________

DATE:

____________________

PLEASE ATTACH RÉSUMÉ
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Home: /
Address City, State, Zip

/

( )

___ ___

Yes

Yes

Yes

Submit to: 1070 W 1600 5, St. George, UT 84770 435-673-3548


