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MINUTES 
TRANSPORTATION ADVISORY COMMITTEE (RTAC) 

LaVerkin City Hall 
435 N Main St, LaVerkin, Utah 

 
Thursday, November 20, 2008 at 1:30 pm 

 
 
 
    MEMBERS IN ATTENDANCE:      REPRESENTING:   
    Mr. Arthur LeBaron        Hurricane City 
    Ms. Toni Foran        Hurricane City 
    Mr. Derek Imlay        LaVerkin City 
    Mr. Clark Ronnow        Leeds Town 
    Mr. Daren Cottam        Toquerville City 
 
    EX‐OFFICIO MEMBERS IN ATTENDANCE:  REPRESENTING: 
    Mr. Rick Wixom        Springdale Town 
    Mr. Tom Dansie        Springdale Town 
    Lori Rose          Virgin Town 
 
    OTHERS IN ATTENDANCE: 
    Elissa Black          Form Tomorrow 
    Ms. Doni Pack         FCAOG 
    Mr. Curt Hutchings        FCAOG 
     
    ABSENT: 
    Mr. Ron Whitehead        Washington County 
     
 
 
 

I. WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS     
Mr. Arthur LeBaron , Chair, called the meeting to order at 1:40 pm, declared there was a 
quorum, and welcomed all in attendance. 
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II. APPROVE MINUTES OF OCTOBER 22, 2008 MEETING         
Mr. LeBaron presented minutes of the October 22, 2008 meeting to the Committee for 
consideration and approval:  

 
A motion was made by Mr. Derek Imlay, seconded by  
Mr. Daren Cottam, to approve the Minutes of the October 22, 2008 
Transportation Advisory Committee meeting.   
  MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

         
 

III. RECOMMENDATION OF APPROVAL OF CONTRACT 
This is a Contract between the Cities of Hurricane, LaVerkin and Toquerville, the Town of 
Leeds and Washington County; and the Five County Association of Governments.  The 
Contract outlines the amount of matching funds that these municipalities agree to provide 
to Five County Association of Governments, which Association is already contracted with 
the Utah Department of Transportation (UDOT) to provide staff support to the RPO. 
 

A motion was made by Mr. Arthur LeBaron, seconded by  
Mr. Daren Cottam, to recommend to the Rural Transportation Executive 
Council that the Eastern Washington County Rural Planning Organization 
Local Match Contract be approved and signed. 
  MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 
Billing to the RPO member communities will be every six months, December and May, in 
coordination with UDOT reimbursement timeframes.  
 
Washington County has agreed to provide GIS work as an in‐kind match.  They have 
produced one RPO area map and will become more involved in the future as the RPO 
creates studies and reports. 

 
 

IV. PROJECT PRIORITIZATION TO THE UDOT 
RPO and Ex‐officio members of the RPO continued the RPO Project Review and 
prioritizations. Three RPO member communities contributed rankings (Arthur LeBaron‐
Hurricane, Derek Imlay‐LaVerkin,  and  Daren Cottam‐Toquerville).  
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RPO staff received additional input from the City of Hurricane (Toni Foran) and from 
representatives for Springdale (Tom Dansie, Rick Wixom) and Apple Valley (George 
Strutzel).   
 
During the meeting, a representative from Virgin Town (Lori Rose) presented rankings 
determined by Virgin during their 11‐19‐08 Town Council Meeting.   
 
RPO staff combined the results and produced a table with the five highest rated projects 
for each of the three highways; SR‐9, SR‐17, and SR‐59.  Also included were Other Projects 
recommended to fill gaps in the EWCTS. 
 
There was some discussion regarding SR9‐I,  Add turn lanes as follows: 
Left‐turn pocket onto La Verkin overlook, MP 14.9, westbound; Left‐turn storage to the 
south for “T” intersection, MP 16.1, westbound;  Left‐turn storage, MP 21, westbound; 
Left‐turn storage, MP 25.8, westbound. 
 
Ms. Lori Rose voiced that this is a high priority for Virgin Town to enable the school bus to 
pick up and drop off students in this part of Virgin Town safely.  The intersection currently 
does not meet school district standards for the bus to be able to stop here going 
westbound.  Virgin students have to get on the bus as it travels eastbound, ride to 
Springdale, then back through Virgin to LaVerkin and Hurricane.  
 
Leeds Town did not contribute formal rankings, but Mr. Clark Ronnow stated that he 
considered SR9‐I, and the improvement it would make to the experience of children from 
Virgin riding the school bus, was his highest priority project. 
 
Mr. Derek Imlay added that it would be good for LaVerkin to have safer access to the 
LaVerkin overlook. 
 
There was additional discussion regarding SR17‐I, Install barrier or guardrail between the 
following  points:  MP 1.2 to MP 1.0, southbound; MP 1.4 to MP 1.3, northbound; MP 2.6 
to MP 2.8, southbound; MP 4.07 (update and replace).  This was considered a significant 
safety issue. 

 
         After discussion, projects SR9‐I and SR17‐I were adjusted to a higher ranking. 
               
                    Suggested rankings for SR‐59 were left as is.  Mr. George Strutzel from Apple 
                    Valley communicated in writing that Apple Valley supports any improvements to  

SR‐59. 
          



EASTERN WASHINGTON COUNTY 

RURAL PLANNING ORGANIZATION 
 

RTEC CHAIR–MAYOR TOM HIRSCHI ∙  RTAC CHAIR–ARTHUR LEBARON  ∙  PLANNING MANAGER–CURT HUTCHINGS 

 

TRANSPORTATION PLANNING OFFICE                       1070 WEST 1600 SOUTH BLDG B, ST GEORGE UT 84770 
FIVE COUNTY ASSOCIATION OF GOVERNMENTS                        PHONE 673‐3548, FAX 673‐3540 

Pa
ge
 4
 

 
RTAC suggested additional projects that members felt were of high importance and had 
been left out of the EWCTS report. These were listed and ranked under the heading, Other 
Projects.  After discussion there was no change in ranking. 

 
Up to this point in the meeting, all ranking numbers originated from RTAC voting 
members.  Mr. Arthur LeBaron suggested creating an additional ranking for SR‐9 that 
would include input from Ms. Toni Foran of Hurricane, Mr. Clark Ronnow of Leeds, and 
feedback from the Ex‐officio members from Virgin and Springdale.  The results were 
considered by the RTAC voting members. 
 
After discussion, it was decided to use these rankings for SR9 as the final rankings.  The 
only change was to swap the rankings for projects SR9‐A and SR9‐I and to create a second 
tier of priorities for SR‐9 that include projects SR9‐B and SR9‐P. The resulting tables are 
attached to these Minutes. 
 

  A motion was made by Mr. Arthur LeBaron, seconded by  
Mr. Derek Imlay, to recommend the Eastern Washington County 
Transportation Study RPO Project Review to the Rural Transportation 
Executive Council for their approval and subsequent submission to the 
Utah Department of Transportation. 

    MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 

 
V. OTHER/FUTURE TOPICS 

Mr. Hutchings requested that Committee members provide all studies and reports already 
produced for their community to RPO staff. 

 
The next regular meeting is scheduled for January 22, 2009 at 1:30 pm to be held at the 
Toquerville City Hall. 

 
 

VI. ADJOURN 
The meeting was adjourned at 3:00 pm. 

 
 
 



Hurricane LaVerkin Leeds Toquerville Washington
SR9 Brief Description of Project City City Town City County AVER. FINAL

9-D Add a second traffic lane to improve 
intersection of SR-9 and SR-17, MP 13.0 to 
MP 12.5. 2 2 2 2.0 1 1

9-M Construct climbing and passing lanes as 
follows: 1 6 1 2.7 2 2

9-H Widen shoulders to standard between the 
following points: 3 6 3 4.0 3 3

9-A Add pedestrian walkway to the west side of 
the Virgin River Bridge, MP 11, westbound. 6 1 6 4.3 4 5

9-I Add turn lanes as follows:

5 4 5 4.7 5 4

SR17
17-D Add two-way left-turn lanes (permissive) 

between the following points: 2 4 2 2.7 1,2 1

17-J Construct passing lanes, MP 4.3 to MP 4.9, 
both directions. 1 6 1 2.7 1,2 2

17-F Widen shoulders to standard between the 
following points: 3 5 3 3.7 3 3

17-A Add backup power source to signal at 
intersection with SR-9, MP 0. 6 1 6 4.3 4 4

17-I Install barrier or guardrail between the 
following points: 4 6 4 4.7 5 5

SR59
59-D Construct two-way left-turn lanes in the 

following locations: 3 1 3 2.3 1 1

59-C Widen shoulders to standard along the entire 
corridor (MP 0 to MP 22), but especially 
between the following points: 1 6 1 2.7 2 2

59-E Construct climbing and passing lanes as 
follows: 4 2 4 3.3 3,4 3

59-B Add rumble strips, MP 0 to MP 22, both 
directions. 2 6 2 3.3 3,4 4

59-F Construct right- and left-turn lanes (for 
storage) at the following locations: 5 3 5 4.3 5 5

RPO Addition  Ex-O AVER Weighted

Hurricane 
Cliffs Bypass

SR-59 to Southern Parkway or   SR-9 
bypass study.  This study should look at all 
options both northerly and southerly of 
Hurricane to bring a bypass road down the 
Hurricane Cliffs from SR-59. 1 1 1 1.0 1

Leeds 
Northern 

Interchange

Leeds Northern Interchange with connector 
road to SR-17 or SR-9 (previous thought by 
Toquerville was that the road would go 
over a WCWCD waterline.

2 4 6 4.0 2
Hurricane/ 
Leeds/ I-15

Study best connection between Hurricane 
Valley and Leeds/I15 3 3 6 4.0 3

SR9 & SR59
Study possible future connection of SR9 and 
SR59 through the existing Sheep Bridge Road 
and Rockville byway (name of road?) 4 2 6 4.0 4

RPO Project Review
Eastern Washington County Transportation Study - Top Five

OTHER PROJECTS



Hurricane LaVerkin Add Toquerville Ex-officio
SR 9 Brief Description of Project City City City AVER. FINAL

9-B Add rumble strips (both directions) between 
the following points:* 4 6 4 4 6 4.8 1 1

9-P Relocate/reconstruct Kolob Reservoir Road, 
MP 18.7, both directions. 6 6 2 6 4 4.8 2 2

SR9-H

SR9-C
2) Study Springdale to designate specific areas where a two-way left turn lane may be appropriate,as well as where it would not

RPO Project Review
Eastern Washington County Transportation Study - Comments

1) In conjunction with project 9-H, investigate options for on-highway bicycle lanes between La Verkin and Zion National Park

RPO Project Review
Eastern Washington County Transportation Study - Tier #2

*Locate rumble strips so bicycles can safely ride between white line and rumble strip 
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