Brockbank Elementary
School Community Council Minutes

January 6, 2009

· Betty Baadsgaard conducted the meeting asking for a call order.  Present at the meeting were Majorie Brown, Tiffany Beus, Sherry Plaisted, Alison Hansen, Valorie Mitchell, Ryan Murray, Terry Oyler, and Betty Baadsgaard.

· Mrs. Baadsgaard asked Terry Oyler to read December 9, 2008 Community Council minutes and asked for a motion to approve the minutes

· Alison Hansen asked for a point of clarification on the minutes and expressed her intended communication in the minutes on the fourth bullet up from the bottom.  It reads, “…we discussed a possible motion to include an additional $1,000 toward in-service and professional development training.” Her intended communication was to include in next month’s agenda that if there are extra funds, that those extra funds go, not only toward audio enhancement units, but also toward in-service/professional development opportunities.

· Sherry Plaisted made a motion to amend and approve the minutes to match Mrs. Hansen’s intended communication and Valorie Mitchell made a second on the motion to amend and approve the newly amended minutes.
· Terry Oyler asked for a vote and all present were in favor to amend and approve the newly amended minutes.
· Mrs. Baadsgaard turned the time over to Alison Hansen to lead a discussion, revision, and creation of the 2009-2010 draft of Brockbank Elementary’s School Improvement Plan.

· Goal # 3 was discussed in depth. Mrs. Hansen discussed the history of Brockbank Elementary’s gifted and talented program.  She discussed in length the task force created, the criteria used to develop the program, and the implementation of the program for the 2008-2009 school year.  Mrs. Baadsgaard asked, “Which students took the SAGE assessment?”  Mrs. Hansen responded, “All 4th, 5th, and 6th grade students took the assessment at the beginning of the school year.”  Mrs. Mitchell expressed a concern of labeling the students as ‘gifted and talented’  She asked, “How does that make the other students feel?”  Mrs. Hansen responded that most students don’t see it as a big deal and that it is just another program that some students participate in.  Mr. Murray added, “I think the students are aware that the kids are in the gifted and talented class but they don’t see it as a big deal.”  Mr. Oyler said, “I see it as a concern that would come more from the parents.  The parents may think, ‘Why didn’t my child get selected for the program?  If that is the issue then I would have a concern of the image that is being generated about the program among the parents.”  Mr. Murray pointed out that the selection procedure for choosing students to attend the program is very objective and fair.  Mrs Hansen pointed out that the students need to be served and their abilities to excel need to be met just as the needs of students who receive remedial services need to be met.  Mr. Murray asked, “Does it have to be named ‘gifted and talented?’”  Mrs. Hansen said, “The facilitator, Mrs Peterson has a cute name the students came up with but it is what it is - a formal gifted and talented program.”  Mrs Baadsgaard inquired, “Do the children need this program and do they look forward to going?”  Mr Murray answered, “The students receive 45 minutes of instruction on how to develop higher levels of thinking strategies.”  Mrs. Beus commented, “My child is in the program and she loves the class and the lessons taught but a couple of kids in her class have given her a hard time because she is going to the class.”  Mr. Oyler said, “We deal with that to a certain degree with all pull out programs.”  Mr. Murray said, “The teachers make a conscious effort to make it enjoyable for the students and we are very proactive in  prevent any negative consequences that may come from any pull-out program.”  Mrs Beus commented, “My kids really love the 2 days in the Fall and the 2 days in the Spring when the classes rotates from room to room “  Mrs. Mitchell suggested that the students get to choose some friends to rotate with as they go to class to class during the Fall and Spring gifted and talented days.  Mrs. Hansen encouraged council members to continue to invest thought and input into goal 3 and moved the discussion to goal 4.
· Members of the council gave input and made suggestions on goal 4 of the plan.   Mrs. Hansen reminded the council that this   portion of the plan deals with keeping kids safe at Brockbank.  It also deals with the emotional wellbeing of the students.  Mrs. Brown suggested including the monthly school pizza program which is part of the school-wide management plan. A discussion was held on the school management plan that catalyzes good citizenry within the school.
· Mrs. Hansen asked the council, “Do you know where our off campus evacuation site is located?”  Some members of the council were unsure so Mrs. Hansen told the council that the primary site is the L.D.S. West Stake center and the alternative site is at the football field on the Spanish Fork High School Campus.  Mr. Oyler mentioned that we work closely with organizations such as the American Red Cross to help prepare our school for an emergency.  Mrs. Hansen mention that we work closely with local emergency response teams such as local law enforcement and firefighters so that we can be prepared in case of an emergency.  She also mentioned that there is ongoing training for faculty and staff regarding school and district policy and protocol in case of an emergency.
· Mrs. Baadsgaard inquired into the training skill building coaches receive and Mrs. Hansen answered that there is ongoing training for the coaches on how to handle various scenarios and how to follow district policy when dealing with those scenarios.  Mrs. Baadsgaard asked, “Do you have kids that regularly attend skill building?”  Mrs. Hansen responded,”During the winter months we have about 3 to 4 students each day.  However, during the warmer time of year Fall and Spring that number drops to 0 or 1 a day.  Most teachers use skill building as a short time out period for the student.”
· Mrs. Hansen thanked everyone for their input on drafting the school improvement plan and said, “This is an open discussion and we can change, add, discard any goals.  This is our plan that is in draft form and we are all part of the creation of it.  So keep that in mind as we meet.”  She thanked everyone again for their participation and turned the time over to Mrs. Baadsgaard.

· Mrs.  Baadsgaard opted to postpone agenda item III for February’s meeting as a result of the earlier amendment to last month’s minutes.  “Are there any items to be addressed from the community?

· Mrs. Baadsgaard asked if any items needed to be discussed from the community.  No response from the council prompted her to ask, “Are there any items that needed to be discussed from the school?”  No items were brought up. 
· Mrs. Baadsgaard asked for a motion to close the meeting and Mrs. Mitchell obliged.  Mrs. Beus made a second on the motion to adjourn and the voting was unanimous.  

· Mrs. Baadsgaard adjourned the school community council meeting on January 6, 2009 at 4:25 p.m.

