Brockbank Elementary

School Community Council Minutes
December 9, 2008

· Betty Baadsgaard welcomed and opened our community council meeting.

· Absent from the meeting were Michelle Olson and Marjorie Brown.

· Terry Oyler read the minutes and asked that a motion be made to approve the minutes.

· Sherry Plaisted made a motion to approve the minutes.   Alison Hansen 2nd the motion and all approved the minutes.

· Mrs. Baadsgaard turned the time over to Alison Hansen to lead a discussion on the School Improvement Plan.

· Alison Hansen discussed action plan goals 1 and  2.

· During the discussion, Valorie Mitchell asked, “How is having a literacy coach helpful to teachers?”

· Ryan Murray answered that having a literacy coach helps teachers in that he/she is used as a resource in helping teachers create lesson plans that are specific to individual classroom needs.  The literacy coach is used as a primary resource in helping teachers create and implement a productive literacy program.
· Mrs. Baadsgaard asked, “How often does the literacy coach come to each teacher’s classroom?”

· Mrs. Hansen responded, “She is asked to attend each teacher’s classroom at least once throughout the year.  However, most teachers meet with her 4-6 times during the year – especially the newer teachers.”

· Terry Oyler discussed the need to include expository text in the literacy portion of the school improvement plan.

· Mr. Murray agreed that when it comes to year end testing and life in general, there is a lot of nonfiction text that students will encounter.
· Mrs Hansen asked if we as a council wanted to formalize this in the plan and if so how do we go about doing so?
· Mrs. Plaisted suggested that we simply state under goal 1 item 3 to include the incorporation of expository text in the level library.

· Mr. Oyler and Mr. Murray discussed the benefit of having expository text as part of the student’s reading benchmark assessments.

· Mrs. Hansen explained to the council what a benchmark is and what is its primary role within the assessment portion of the school year.

· Mrs. Plaisted discussed peer tutoring with the kindergarten students as well as the book club that will be implemented within the 1st and 5th grade students.
· Mrs. Hansen discussed the funding for school improvement plan and how it relates to the trust land budget.

· Mrs. Baadsgaard asked if there were any other items that needed to be discussed from the faculty.

· Mrs. Hansen requested that a change to this year’s budget be included on next months agenda item to be discussed.  She asked that for next month’s meeting we discuss a possible motion to include an adjustment and redistribution of increased funds and that extra funds go, not only for audio enhancement units, but also toward in-service and professional development opportunities. 
· Mrs. Baadsgaard asked if the parent representatives of the council had any other items of business.  

· Tiffany Beus mentioned that individuals in her neighborhood were overall positive about the bussing schedule that will be implemented next year.

· Mrs. Baadsgaard adjourned the meeting at 4:08 p.m.  
