
City Council- November 9, 2016 

SIGN ORDINANCE 

AMENDMENT 
 

AN AMENDMENT TO TITLE 17.16 IN REGARDS TO 

REQUIREMENTS FOR RELOCATING A BILLBOARD IN A 

COMMUNITY REINVESTMENT PROJECT AREA 



• The amendment changes the review process for modifications to billboards from Special Exceptions to 
Conditional Uses. 

• The amendment clarifies where the sign distances from particular locations and uses are measured 

• the proposed amendment outlines a process specifically for relocating billboards from an existing 
redevelopment, community development or community reinvestment project area. 

 

CITY COUNCIL- NOVEMBER 9, 2016 





Proposed Ordinance 
Article VI. - Billboards  
17.16.610 - Purpose and intent.  
A. It is the purpose and intent of this section to limit the number of billboards in the city in order to improve driver safety, avoid 
impediments to redevelopment and enhance aesthetics. This article and chapter provides for the reasonable regulation of billboards 
with the following intentions:  
 1. Limiting negative impacts and providing for the protection of property values; 
 2. Implementing goals and policies promoting pedestrian and traffic safety; 
 3. Maintaining the desired gateway areas of the city; 
 4. Protecting the views and vistas that enhance the city; 
 5. Creating aesthetically pleasing streetscapes, commercial districts and freeway connections, and enhancing the aesthetics of 
 existing billboards;  
 6. Encouraging business location; 
 7. Furthering the applicable elements of the city's general and master plans. 
 (Ord. 2008-10 (part): Ord. 2003-13 (part)) 
17.16.620 - Cap.  
A. The total number of billboards allowed in the city shall be limited to the number of billboards within the city legitimately in 
existence or for which permits were properly issued as of September 1, 2003.  
B. The total combined square footage of advertising area of all billboards in the city shall be limited to the total combined square 
footage of advertising area of all billboards within the city legitimately in existence or for which permits were properly issued as of 
September 1, 2003.  
C. The total combined height of all billboards in the city shall be limited to the total combined height of all billboards within the city 
legitimately in existence or for which permits were properly issued as of September 1, 2003.  
D. As the total number of billboards, total combined square footage of advertising area of all billboards and/or total combined height 
of all billboards in the city decreases, the cap on the total number, total combined square footage of advertising area and total 
combined height of all billboards within the city shall decrease correspondingly.  
(Ord. 2008-10 (part): Ord. 2003-13 (part)) 
17.16.630 - Permits.  
17.16.630 - Permits.  
A. Permits are shall be required for all billboard construction, including modifications, relocations and initial construction. 
Construction shall not commence without all required permits.  
B. Except as found in subsection C of this section, all permits issued for billboard construction expire ninety (90) days after issuance. 
Renewals or extensions to issued permits are shall not be allowed. Work not completed in the prescribed time frame requires a new 
permit.  



C. State Permits. If, in addition to a city permit, a state permit is required, the state permit must be obtained within one hundred 
twenty (120) days of issuance of the city permit or the city permit shall expire. The city permit shall expire ninety (90) days after the 
issuance of the state permit.  
D. Relocation of Billboards. Except for billboards relocated by conditional use or provisions found in 17.16.670 special exception, 
conforming and nonconforming billboards may be relocated only to sites within the city allowed pursuant to provisions of this chapter 
and in compliance with all other restrictions in this chapter. A special exception conditional use permit may be granted by the planning 
commission following a public hearing to facilitate development or redevelopment of a site. Prior to relocation of a billboard, a permit 
to remove an existing conforming or nonconforming billboard must be obtained. A permit may be issued for construction of a billboard 
at the relocation site only after completion of the removal of the existing billboard.  
E. Permits Involving Modifications. To eliminate nonconformity, visual clutter and antiquated billboards, existing billboards may be 
modified in accordance with this section.  
 1. Conforming Billboards. Modifications to conforming billboards shall be made consistent with the requirements of this chapter. 
 Consistent with the cap imposed on the total square footage of advertising area and billboard height set forth in Section 
 17.16.620, if the conforming billboard is of lesser height and/or contains less advertising area than is allowed under this chapter, 
 the height or advertising area of the billboard may be increased to the maximum limits allowable only in exchange for the 
 elimination of a nonconforming billboard within the city or a corresponding reduction in square footage of advertising area and/or 
 height of a nonconforming billboard within the city. In addition, if a billboard sign owner removes a nonconforming billboard from 
 a surface street, the footage may be used to increase the size of a conforming or nonconforming billboard on the interstate 
 provided that the modified interstate billboard does not exceed six hundred seventy-five (675) square feet in size exclusive of 
 embellishments.  
 2. Nonconforming Billboards. Modifications to nonconforming billboards may not increase the nonconformity with the exception 
 of relocating square footage from a billboard on a surface street to a billboard on the interstate. If a nonconforming billboard 
 exceeds the height and/or advertising area limits of this chapter, any modification to the nonconforming billboard shall bring it 
 into compliance with the current height and advertising area limits. If the nonconforming billboard is of lesser height and/or 
 contains less advertising area than is allowed under this chapter, the height or advertising area of the billboard may be increased 
 to the maximum limits allowable only in exchange for the elimination of a different nonconforming billboard within the city or a 
 corresponding reduction in square footage of advertising area and/or height of a nonconforming billboard within the city.  
 3. Billboards Affected by Road Construction. Billboards affected by road construction may be modified in accordance with state law 
 and this chapter.  
F. Removal by the City. The city may remove billboards as provided by state law without taking out a permit.  
(Ord. 2008-10 (part): Ord. 2003-13 (part)) 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


