
 

 

 

Clearfield City-Discussion Points-Wasatch Integrated – October 2016 

 

1. Wasatch Integrated-long term goals and purpose to cost increases. 

Wasatch Integrated purchased a trommel a year ago with the purpose of separating 

out the green waste & dirt or fines.   

2. currently material 2” or less in diameter are separated out.  Removing 

green waste, dirt, etc. makes the burn plant more efficient, (reducing maintenance 

costs, reduces emission, improves the quality of the steam, etc.) in their fuel 

production for Hill Air Force Base.  It appears the costs to purchase, install and 

operate the trommel is offset by the reduced costs and improved value of the 

steam. 

In order to protect the new equipment people are placed on the line before 

the trommel, to remove items like propane tanks, car batteries, etc.  They 

also pull clean cardboard before it goes into the trommel.  “Clean” cardboard 

can be sold and since little additional costs are added this makes economic 

sense. 

The 2nd phase of implementation at the burn plant will improve the quality of the 

steam and reduce costs further, removing metal, (aluminum and steel) which melts 

into blobs in the burn process, creating maintenance issues.  This removed product 

can be re-sold at a good rate.  

The question is will the costs to purchase the equipment and the operational costs, 

(labor, power, maintenance, etc.) be offset by the sale of the material and the 

reduced maintenance costs. 

Going beyond the collection of clean cardboard & metals from a mixed waste 

stream will not deliver the income from the sale of the commodities to justify the 

added costs.  The only way the cardboard and possible the metals would deliver 

enough income to justify the expense is through the savings in maintenance costs 

and the improved end product, the steam. Even if the cardboard, metals and 

plastics, (mixed paper is too contaminated to be recycled through a mixed waste 

process) the total diversion would not exceed 5%. 



The $2.00 per household cost increase request will accomplish two things: 

1. Allow the purchase of equipment to remove metals from the mixed 

stream.  The thought is plastics could be removed if the value of the 

material justifies the labor costs.  Currently this is not the case and even 

in good economic times only #1 & #2 plastics would bring the necessary 

value to justify the labor costs.  This has been the case since 2007. 

 

2. The development of an eventual Transfer Station adjacent to the burn 

plant for future growth.  Currently on 50% of the material that comes to 

Wasatch Integrated goes through the burn facility, the rest goes into the 

landfill.   With the landfill quickly reaching capacity, thought needs to be 

given to reduce the volume going into the landfill to preserve the valuable 

space.  **As long as the burn plant is operational it generates a certain 

amount of material that needs to be landfilled. 

Wasatch Integrated Goals:  

Generate clean, and consistent fuel source, in the most efficient manner to meet 

their contract obligations with Hill Air Force Base.  Their current contract is in year 2 

of a 10-year contract.   

Extend the life of the landfill by reducing the volume of material going into the 

landfill. 

Develop an alternate to the landfill.  The transfer facility is the next logical step in 

this process. 

 

 

SINGLE STREAM RECYCLING AND ITS CONTINUED VALUE TO CITIES 

Clearfield City is in their first year of incorporating single stream curbside recycling 

within their city.  This has already increased diversion rates by approximately 6% 

and with continued education and encouragement of resident involvement this 

number can go as high as 15-20% diversion which is a significant savings in landfill 

per ton costs.   

It has been demonstrated on a national level and locally in Utah, when a 

community is fully engaged in a city wide recycle program, diversion rates can 

reach above 20-25%.  

Utilizing a single stream, curbside program will have a net positive impact on 

Clearfield City’s landfill costs moving forward which will benefit the City long term. 


