
       Ogden City 
 

       City Council Work Session Notice 

November 10, 2015 

City Council Work Room   

       Municipal Building – Third Floor 

2549 Washington Boulevard, Ogden, Utah 84401 

 

 
 
 
 
Notice is hereby given that the City Council will meet in a work session on Tuesday, November 10, 
2015 in the Council Work Room on the third floor of the Municipal Building located at 2549 
Washington Boulevard in Ogden City, Weber County, Utah.  
 
The work session will begin immediately following the Special City Council and Redevelopment 
Agency meetings, which begin at 6:00 p.m.   
 
The purpose of the work session is to discuss the East Central Community Plan/Lester Park 
amendment and Council Business. 

 
~~~~~ 

 
 
In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, persons needing auxiliary communicative aids and services for these 
meetings should contact the Management Services Department at 629-8701 (TDD# 629-8949) or by email:  
ADACompliance@ci.ogden.ut.us at least 48 hours in advance of the meeting.  

 

 
CERTIFICATE OF POSTING 

 
The undersigned, duly appointed City Recorder, does hereby certify that the above notice and/or agenda was posted in three 
public places within the Ogden City Limits on this 6th day of November, 2015.  These public places being: 1) City Recorder’s 
Office on the 2nd floor of the Municipal Building; 2) 2nd floor foyer of the Municipal Building; and 3) the Weber County Library. A 
copy was posted to the Utah State Public Notice Website and the Ogden City Website, as well as provided to the Standard-
Examiner.   
 

TRACY HANSEN, MMC 
OGDEN CITY RECORDER 
 
 

 
Visit the City Council Meetings page at: councilmeetings.ogdencity.com 
Ogden City Council Agenda Information Line – 801-629-8159 

mailto:ADACompliance@ci.ogden.ut.us
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PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO THE EAST CENTRAL COMMUNITY 
PLAN TO ALLOW ADDITIONAL PARKING AT LESTER PARK  
 
PURPOSE OF  
WORK SESSION: Review the proposed amendment 
 
PLANNING COMMISSION 
RECOMMENDATION: Approval of the amendment (3-2) 

   
 

Executive Summary 
 The proposed amendment is specific to the East Central Community Plan 

but is encompassed within a larger discussion of changes to Lester Park 

and to the Weber County Main Library.  The proposed amendment would 

allow twenty additional parking spaces to be added to Lester Park.  

Changes to the library and to the park itself are ongoing and will continue 

beyond the Council’s review and consideration of this community plan 

amendment.  Representatives from the City, County, library board, and the 

neighborhood have provided comment on the proposed amendment 

specifically as well as the potential changes to the park generally. 
 
Background In 2013, Weber County voters approved a bond for Weber County Library 

System improvements.  This included new library facilities as well as a 

remodeling of some key existing facilities.  Among those existing 

facilities was the main library at Lester Park.  The City has been working 

with the County and the library board to agree to changes to the library 

grounds and to the parking that serves the library and the park.  Since the 

park property belongs to the City and the library sits on City property, the 

County must work with the City if changes to the library grounds or the 

parking are proposed.   

 

 The City and the library board have continued to work over the last 

several years to develop a plan for the library and for Lester Park.  In July 

of 2015, a proposal to amend the East Central Community Plan to create 

additional parking was proposed.  When the Planning Commission 

reviewed the proposal, it was felt that the proposal was not consistent with 

the intent of the plan and was not an acceptable proposal.  The Planning 

Commission recommended denial of the proposal at that time.  Since that 

time, the City and the library board have worked to incorporate changes to 

the library grounds that would better tie the park and the library together 
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while still providing the library with the additional parking the board feel 

is needed.   

 

 As a result of the collaboration with the City and the library board, an 

amended plan has been developed which incorporates changes proposed 

by the City.  Because the proposal has changed, the Planning Commission 

has reviewed the proposal again and has provided an updated 

recommendation to the Council.   

 

Current Proposal The current proposal is to amend the East Central Community Plan to 

allow additional parking at Lester Park.  The amendment also includes 

language requiring that any proposed additional parking also be 

accompanied by improvements to the park that would create a holistic 

design for the park and that would provide connections and amenities for 

all park users.   

 

 The proposed amendment is specific to one vision strategy in the plan, but 

is tied to the larger issue of updating and revamping Lester Park.  The City 

has a desire to upgrade the park and the amenities provided there.  The 

City would like to make the changes in conjunction with the library 

upgrades and would like to ensure that all changes to the park and library 

are cohesive and that the upgrades are to the benefit of park users, library 

patrons, and the neighborhood as a whole.   

 

Planning Commission 
 The proposal was reviewed by the Planning Commission at the October 7, 

2015 meeting and the Commission provided a recommendation of 

approval with a vote of 3-2.  The Commission made its recommendation 

with the finding that amendment will serve the needs of the multiple users 

of the park, that there are not other alternatives that can meet the needs of 

the users without a plan amendment, and that revising the community plan 

will provide means for the general park enhancements.  Two 

Commissioners voted against the recommendation.  Commissioner 

Patterson did so with the feeling that the citizens were involved with the 

development of the plan and that there was no reason to go against what 

had been included in the plan.  Commissioner Schade voted against the 

recommendation with the feeling that there was no need to expand parking 

as other alternatives exist.  

 

It should be noted that based on the Planning Commission’s by-laws, a 

recommendation may be made with a majority of the members present at 
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the meeting.  There is not a requirement that a majority of the Commission 

vote in the affirmative for a motion. 

 
Public Comment   Public comment was offered at both the July 1, 2015 meeting and at the 

October 7, 2015 meeting.  A summary of these comments has been 

included in the transmittal document attached to this report. 

 
Issues for the Council 
 Policy Statement 

The proposed amendment is a relatively minor wording change in terms of 

the East Central Community Plan, but one that has larger implications.  If 

the community plan amendment is approved, the next step for the Council 

is to amend the lease agreement with Weber County to allow an expansion 

of private library space into Lester Park.  After these two actions are taken 

by the Council, the remaining site plan work for the library and for the 

park would be processed and approved by the City’s Administration.  The 

Council will not have an opportunity to review and approve or deny the 

overall site plan for the park and library improvements.  The proposed 

wording provides a policy statement directing that if additional parking is 

approved, other improvements to the park must be made.  The Council 

will need to be confident that the policy statement included in the proposal 

provides sufficient direction to allow the Administrative Staff, the 

Planning Commission and the Mayor to determine if the proposal is in 

compliance with the community plan when a site plan is presented.   

 

 Additional Parking 

 The proposal is to allow additional parking on the Lester Park site.  Weber 

County and the library board feel that additional parking is necessary 

given the proposed increase in publicly available space within the library.  

According to the proposal, an additional 9,000 square feet of space within 

the library will become publicly accessible.  The library board feels that 

the increase in accessibility and a reprogramming of activities at the 

library create the need for the additional parking.   

 

 Lester Park is an essential open space component of the East Central 

community.  The East Central Community Plan was adopted just six years 

ago and was developed through an intensive community review process.  

The plan specifically calls for a prohibition on additional parking at Lester 

Park.  Community members at the time the plan was developed as well as 

through the review process for this proposal have continually expressed a 

desire to limit the parking at the park.  Residents feel that additional 



 

 Ogden City Council Work Session: November 10, 2015                           4 
 

parking would take away from the limited neighborhood open space at the 

park.  Residents also feel that with changes to the parking around the 

perimeter of the block, as well as improvements to bicycle, pedestrian, and 

transit infrastructure, the need for additional parking is greatly reduced 

even with the increased activity at the library. 

 

 The Council will need to balance the desires of the County and the library 

board to provide additional parking that accompanies the improvements to 

the library with the neighborhood’s desire to retain as much open space at 

Lester Park as possible.  Increased activity and new programs at the 

library will certainly bring additional patrons to the library and with it an 

increased need to accommodate additional cars.  The current proposal 

includes fewer new parking spaces than previous proposals but still 

proposes to take park space to accommodate them.  Increased parking 

around the perimeter of the block will increase the number of parking 

spaces generally available, and improved bicycle, pedestrian, and transit 

infrastructure will promote alternatives to automobiles for patrons of the 

library and the park.  The Council will need to determine if the proposal 

strikes the right balance in meeting the needs of additional library and park 

patrons while still protecting the neighborhood’s open space. 

 
Attachments 

1. Transmittal 

2. Ordinance 

3. Planning Commission Report 

4. Letter from EDA Architects, dated September 22, 2015 

5. Petition 2015-4 

6. Ogden Planning Commission Update, dated October 7, 2015 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Memos Prepared By: Administrative Contact:  Greg Montgomery, 629-8931 

    Council Staff   Glenn Symes, 629-8164 
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